
Document-Based Question: Treaty of Versailles

Using the documents and your knowledge of history, analyze the debate over 
the Treaty of Versailles—the treaty that the Allies signed with Germany in 
1919 at the end of World War I.

Document 1

  Mass Demonstrations Outside the German Reichstag (Parliament) Building, March 1919.

  Source: Commons.wikimedia.org.

Document 2

We came to Versailles in the expectation of receiving a peace proposal 
based on the agreed principles. We were firmly resolved to do every-
thing in our power with a view of fulfilling the grave obligations 
which we had undertaken. We hoped for the peace of justice which 
had been promised to us.

We were aghast when we read in documents the demands made 
upon us, the victorious violence of our enemies. The more deeply we 
penetrate into the spirit of this treaty, the more convinced we become 
of the impossibility of carrying it out. The exactions of this treaty are 
more than the German people can bear.



Leader of the German peace delegation Count von 
Brockdorff-Rantzau’s letter to Paris Peace Conference 

President Georges Clemenceau on the subject 
of peace terms. May 1919.

Document 3

Finally were there not, as to-day, Germans, beaten but not crushed, 
ready by a rare blending of shameless trickery and pugnacity to aspire 
to hegemony?

Georges Clemenceau, Prime Minister of France, writing in 
1921 about the treaty.

Document 4

  Political Cartoon Published in the United States After the Treaty Was Signed.

Source: History105.libraries.wsu.edu.



Document 5

Germany has become stronger than she was a few years ago. And 
Dr. Stresemann apparently forgets the fact that she was vanquished, 
and that the occupations of the Rhineland is a guarantee for the repa-
rations which have not yet been paid to us.

Article in the French daily newspaper Figaro, 1928.

Document 6

We shall have to fight another war again in 25 years time, and at three 
times the cost.

David Lloyd George, Prime Minister of Britain, 
some time after the treaty was signed.

Document 7

With the armistice begins the humiliation of Germany. If the Republic 
on the day of its foundation had appealed to the country: Germans, 
stand together! Up and resist the foe! The Fatherland, the Republic 
expects of you that you fight to your last breath, then millions who 
are now enemies of the Republic would be fanatical Republicans. 
Today they are the foes of the Republic not because it is a Republic but 
because this Republic was founded at the moment when Germany 
was humiliated, because it so discredited the new flag that men’s eyes 
must turn regretfully toward the old flag.

So long as this Treaty stands there can be no resurrection of the 
German people; no social reform of any kind is possible! The Treaty 
was made in order to bring 20 million Germans to their deaths and to 
ruin the German nation. But those who made the Treaty cannot set it 
aside. As its foundation our movement formulated three demands:

1. Setting aside of the Peace Treaty.
2. Unification of all Germans.
3. Land and soil to feed our nation.

Our movement could formulate these demands, since it was not 
our Movement which caused the War, it has not made the Republic, 



it did not sign the Peace Treaty. There is thus one thing which is the 
first task of this Movement: it desires to make the German once more 
national, that his Fatherland shall stand for him above everything else. 
It desires to teach our people to understand afresh the truth of the old 
saying: He who will not be a hammer must be an anvil. An anvil we 
are today, and that anvil will be beaten until out of the anvil we fashion 
once more a hammer, a German sword!

Adolf Hitler, speech on the Versailles Treaty, April 17, 1923.


