
TEACHER-GENERATED ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

There are a thousand ways to start questions, but below are some new ways to
think about designing teacher-generated questions, followed by cross-content
examples to get the juices flowing!

Question Stems Sample Questions

Based on . . . what can
you predict about . . . ?

Based on two different mathematical climate change
models, what different predictions can we make about the
earth’s surface?

Based on the decrease of OPEC production and the rise of
American oil, what can be predicted about gas prices?

What are the
differences between . . .
and . . . ?

How did media coverage in the Vietnam War differ from
coverage in previous wars?

What are the differences between schizophrenia and
borderline personality disorder?

How are . . . and  . . .
similar?

How are Brexit, the 2016 US election and the upcoming
French presidential elections similar?

How is Atticus Finch’s world similar to today’s?

Why is  . . . important to
. . . 

Why is 1930s art important to understanding the Great
Depression?

How was music important to the slave experience in the
south?

If  . . . happened, how
would . . . have
changed or been
different?

If WWI had ended differently, would WWII have
happened?

If Henrietta Lacks’ cells were not harvested, how would the
medical research field have been different today?

What are the
underlying reasons for
. . . ?

What are the underlying reasons for poverty?

. . . the popularity of Romanticism in England and the
United States?
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TEACHER-GENERATED ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS continued

Question Stems Sample Questions

What are some problems
of  . . . ?

What are some of the problems with cloning?

. . . environmental activism?

. . . of converting religions in a non-secular state? 

How did/does . . .
influence or impact  . . . ?

How does language influence the way people see the
world?

How did the role of women in the Civil War influence the
Suffragette Movement? 

Should . . . Should racial profiling be used in forensic cases?

Should the music industry enforce tighter regulations in
regards to sharing?

How effective is  . . . ? How effective is Google Translate?

How effective is the Electoral College?

Which . . . is a better . . .
(product/idea/law/
method/argument, 
etc.)?

Which new product is better: the Apple iPhone or the
Samsung Galaxy?

Which is a better alternative energy method to pursue:
wind or solar?

Is there a possible
solution to  . . . ?

In a democracy, is there a possible solution to the
influence money can have on politics?

Is there a solution to America’s gun violence?

How could a  . . . be
designed to better/
improve . . . ?

How could the criminal justice system be improved?

Healthcare research—student assessment/grades?

Are we doing enough
about  . . .  in our
society?

Are we doing enough to support students with mental
illness in schools?

Are we doing enough to support workers in obsolete
industries?

Should we/they . . . ? Should we “celebrate” controversial holidays such as
Columbus Day and Thanksgiving?

Should minimum wage be visited yearly?

What might occur if . . .? What might happen if our state legalized marijuana?

What would happen if Yellowstone erupted? 
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