
Chapter 7 Resources

The following list contains a variety of resources for teachers and readers that will supplement the content of Chapter 7.

Note: The text for the annotations provided for the apps and software programs in the list below have been taken from the websites of these products. While some are free for educational use, others are commercially available products. In our experience, these products and their corporate sponsors change over time. The authors have no affiliation with any of these products. They have been added here as useful tools that can supplement classroom instruction in a variety of ways. 
Apps for Literacy

The following is a short list of apps for literacy support that can be used for students of various age groups. The app world is continually in flux with apps being developed, discontinued, or changed frequently. We recommend you check the list of available apps in the Google or iTunes online stores on a regular basis. When no link is provided, search for the app by name in Google Play or the Apple App Store.
Apps for English

The following link from Cambridge English is about their app English Grammar in Use. They have other apps that support English language teaching. 
https://www.cambridge.org/gb/cambridgeenglish/catalog/grammar-vocabulary-and-pronunciation/english-grammar-use-4th-edition
Apple Apps for Education

These pages have a number of apps for English language arts, language, and literacy learning for iPad and iPhone. 

https://www.apple.com/ca/education/teaching-tools/
British Council Apps

This British Council apps page has a number of English language learning apps for both Android and Apple users.

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/apps
Story Pals

This app for Apple devices is in the form of digital picture book professional narrating. It allows students to also create their own picture book stories and quizzes for specific literacy skills.

Starfall Learn to Read 

“The Starfall Learn to Read FREE app is made possible by the member supporters of Starfall.com, a publicly supported non-profit. It is available both for Android and Apple devices.”
Knowji

Knowji is an AWL (academic word list) flashcard app designed to help ESL learners practice their AWL words and prepare for IELTS or TOEFL exams. 
English Collocation Dictionary 

“This application is developed to help you learn common English collocation and how to use them in sentences.”
Collins Cobuild 

The Collins Cobuild Intermediate Dictionary is a useful language tool for English language learners. 
“The information in this dictionary has been carefully chosen to help a student succeed as a confident language user and will enable you to write and understand English better.”
Digital Tools for Developing Literacy Skills
The resources below are software programs that have been developed to promote literacy. We have listed them here with excerpts from the description of the software program from the websites of the products so that you have an overview. The links will provide more information on the use of these products.

fluencytutor for Google

“Fluency Tutor helps students of all ages and ability levels become more avid, engaged and confident readers.”
www.texthelp.com/en-us/products/fluencytutor/ 

Newsela

“Newsela is an Instructional Content Platform that combines engaging, leveled content with integrated formative assessments and insights to supercharge engagement and learning in every subject. Newsela has become an essential solution for schools and districts, and is the content platform for the connected classroom.”
https://newsela.com/
Edmuntum 

“How do you support the diverse needs of your emergent-through-advanced English language learners (ELLs)? ESL ReadingSmart promotes English-language acquisition and academic success for 4th grade through adult ELLs. With its diagnostic capabilities, student-centered activities, and supplemental teacher resources, students receive an individualized learning experience tailored to their abilities.”
www.edmentum.com/products/esl-readingsmart 

Read Naturally

“The Read Naturally Strategy combines three powerful, research-proven reading intervention strategies to create an effective tool that individualizes instruction and improves reading proficiency. Using audio support and tracking their progress, students work with high-interest material at their skill level to improve fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.”
www.readnaturally.com/ 

StoryJumper

StoryJumper is the online way to create and find stories. It makes it easy for anyone to create their own storybook and has a free version. 
https://www.storyjumper.com/ 

Accelerated Reader 360

“Renaissance Accelerated Reader products equip teachers with unparalleled insight into independent reading practice, research-proven goal setting tools, activities that span a variety of skills and text types, and a worldwide community of support.”
www.renaissance.com/products/practice/accelerated-reader-360/ 

Ace Reader

“AceReader improves reading speed, comprehension and fluency by utilizing its own proprietary and patented blend of pacing and vision training techniques that have been fine tuned over the past 20 years. AceReader is trusted and used by K-12 schools, universities, home schools and individuals world-wide.”
www.acereader.com/ 
Fast Forword 

“Evidence-Based Reading Intervention for Struggling Readers and English Language Learners in K-12 learning contexts.”
www.scilearn.com/products/fast-forword 
Kurzweil 
“Kurzweil 3000 is educational technology that brings all pieces of the literacy puzzle together with one easy, proven solution to ensure instruction and learning become personal and meaningful progress becomes possible.”
www.kurzweiledu.com/products/products.html 
Lexia

“. . . regardless of their language literacy background, ELs must acquire fundamental reading, academic language, and conversation skills in English in order to be successful. Both Lexia's curriculum and assessment solutions specifically target each of these skills, helping EL students develop fundamental reading skills with the rest of their classmates while providing educators with real-time student performance data that pinpoints a student’s exact skill gaps to strengthen interventions.”
www.lexialearning.com/ 
MindPlay

“MindPlay Virtual Reading Coach® (MVRC) is an effective online reading program that improves reading abilities. It permits students with diverse skills and unique needs to read with control and precision.”
www.mindplay.com/ 
Reading Horizons

“Reading Horizons provides a research-based approach that breaks the basics of the English language into a step-by-step process that shows ESL students exactly what they need to do in order to learn to read, write, and communicate.”
www.readinghorizons.com/reading-curriculum/esl-reading-instruction/ 
Reading Tutor

“Project LISTEN (Literacy Innovation that Speech Technology ENables) is an inter-disciplinary research project at Carnegie Mellon University to develop a novel tool to improve literacy -- an automated Reading Tutor that displays stories on a computer screen and listens to children read aloud.” 

www.cs.cmu.edu/~listen/ 
Zip Zoom English 

“Scholastic Zip Zoom English supports beginning English-Language Learners in Grades K–3 in developing critical language and reading skills. Using the power of technology and groundbreaking sequential Critical-Word Reader books, Zip Zoom English puts English-Language Learners on the fast path to success.”
http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/zipzoom/overview.htm 
Literacy through Online Animation
The following three online resources allow students to create videos and animation and integrates a variety of skills to enhance reading and writing. These have been used by teachers with English Language Learners in elementary and secondary schools

Make Belief – Cartoons

www.makebeliefscomix.com/ 
Vyond
www.vyond.com/ 

Pixton 

www.pixton.com/ca/ 
Projects on Literacy from Around the World

Below are some projects from around the world mentioned in our chapter that have used technology to promote literacy in innovative ways.

Same Language Subtitling (SLS)

Planet Read is a project that used SLS to promote literacy mainly in India. SLS has gained popularity and is being used as a language and literacy tool in many languages, as you will see in the BookBox link below.

www.planetread.org/ 
BookBox
BookBox is essentially a web-based jukebox of digital books in languages from around the world. It synchronizes the text, audio, and visual media to create an educational and entertaining reading experience for children and even adults who still have a child in them! Based on proven methods of Same Language Subtitling (SLS), BookBox aims to not only enhance children's basic literacy, but also facilitate their proficiency in foreign languages.

www.bookbox.com/index.php 
Hole-in-the Wall

Hole in the wall or the Playground Computers Project is an innovative way of providing students ages eight to fourteen access to computers placed in buildings and playgrounds. Students interact with computers and learn on their own time in a self-regulated manner.

www.hole-in-the-wall.com/index.html 
MILLEE Project

Mobile and Immersive Learning for Literacy in Emerging Economies (MILLEE) is a project that uses cell phone apps for English language teaching.

https://hcii.cmu.edu/research/millee-mobile-and-immersive-learning-literacy-emerging-economies 

Reading Online and Online Literacy
Listed below are links to some resources mentioned in our chapter on reading online and online literacy.
Reading the Web

Maya B. Eagleton and Elizabeth Dobler have authored a book and have a website for teaching students to read online.

“Today's students need to know how to locate, comprehend, evaluate, and use online information efficiently and effectively. This widely used teacher guide and course text provides a framework for maximizing students' critical, creative use of the Web in grades 3–8.”
http://readingtheweb.net/ 
Online Readability

Links to websites to check general readability of texts and readability of web pages and websites before you assign to students or readers.

www.read-able.com/ 
http://juicystudio.com/services/readability.php 
www.online-utility.org/english/readability_test_and_improve.jsp 
This web link has details related to webQuests, which are online inquiry tools that can be used for students of all ages. The link explains what a webQuest is and provides information on creating and using a webQuest in the classroom.

www.thirteen.org/edonline/concept2class/webquests/index.html 
Online Critical Literacy
Listed below are some resources to use with students of all ages about critically consuming online content. As discussed in Chapter 7 in the book, the tree octopus website is listed below. A few other similar websites and resources will help online readers develop critical literacy skills.

Dog Island is a website developed for fun but has a real look and feel. Click on the disclaimer at the bottom of the page to see that it is fake.
www.thedogisland.com/ 
The Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus is a good site for students grades 4 through 9.
http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus.html 
This website is quite convincing and can be used with adult learners. 
www.ovaprima.org/ 
How real is what you see on the internet? Give your students this quiz to reinforce online critical literacy.

http://area.autodesk.com/fakeorfoto/ 
Media awareness network—A collection of media and digital literacy resources for teachers and other professionals.

http://mediasmarts.ca/ 
Coalition of Positive Messengers to Counter Online Hate Speech
https://positivemessengers.net/en/ 

Word and Spelling Resources 
Visual Thesaurus is an interactive dictionary and thesaurus that connects words with related words and creates word maps. This is a fun way to discover meaning and build vocabulary online.

www.visualthesaurus.com/ 
Visuwords is an online graphical dictionary like the Visual Thesaurus. Unlike the Visual Thesaurus, this is a free-to-use web resource.

http://www.visuwords.com/ 
Onelook is a useful reference that connects you to other dictionaries when you search for a word.
http://www.onelook.com/ 
FreeRice is a non-profit website working to eradicate world hunger while building vocabulary through this webtool sponsored by the UN World Food Programme.
www.freerice.com/ 
https://beta.freerice.com/ (beta version to be switched to in 2019)

This Visual Dictionary is an effective way to build vocabulary, especially in adult ELLs, through pictures. 
http://visual.merriam-webster.com/ 
Websites for ESL Teaching and Learning

ESL Lounge

This website has a variety of resources for ESL teachers and learners. 
www.esl-lounge.com/ 
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