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For each award listed, a brief description of the intent and criteria of the award is given. The 
awards are alphabetized by the award title typically used by the sponsoring agency or organiza-
tion. The list should be considered a sampling and not a comprehensive list of all the existing 
awards for young adult literature.

Alex Awards

Each year the Alex Awards are given to 10 books written for adults published in the previous 
year that have special appeal to young adults ages 12 to 18. It is sponsored by the Margaret A. 
Edwards Trust through the American Library Association’s Young Adult Library Services 
Association (YALSA). The Alex Award began in 1998 and became an official American Library 
Association (ALA) award in 2002.

Amazing Audio Books

Amazing Audio Books selected for this award, by YALSA, must be available for libraries to 
purchase and lend. The content must be appropriate for a young adult audience. A criterion 
for selection is the effective use of voices, music, sound effects, and language.

Amelia Bloomer Book List

This recognition is administered by the Social Responsibilities Round Table of the ALA. Books 
are selected based on significant feminist content, appeal, and developmental appropriateness 
for young readers from birth to 18, and quality writing and/or illustrations.

American Indian Youth Services Literature Award

The American Indian Library Association (AILA), an affiliate of the ALA, established its 
American Indian Youth Services Literature Award in 2006. This award focuses on literature 
written about and by American Indians. Books selected to receive the award will present Native 
Americans in the fullness of their humanity in the present and the past contexts.

Américas Award for Children’s and Young Adult Literature

This annual award is sponsored by the Consortium of Latin American Studies Program (CLASP). 
The award is given “in recognition of U.S. works of fiction, poetry, folklore, or selected nonfic-
tion published in the previous year in English or Spanish that authentically and engagingly 
portray Latin Americans, Caribbeans, or Latinos in the United States.” Titles range from picture 
books to young adult books.
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Arab American Book Award

This award was established in 2006 by the Arab American National Museum to celebrate and 
support the research and written work of Arab Americans and their culture. The Arab Ameri-
can Book Award “encourages the publication and excellence of books that preserve and advance 
the understanding, knowledge, and resources of the Arab American community by celebrating 
the thoughts and lives of Arab Americans.” The awards include a category for Children/Young 
Adults.

Batchelder Award

The Association for Library Services to Children (ALA Children’s Division) Mildred L. Batch-
elder Award is given to an American publisher for a children’s book that has been translated 
into English and published in the United States.

Boston Globe—Horn Book Awards

The Boston Globe—Horn Book Awards are “among the most prestigious honors in the field of 
children’s literature and young adult literature.” The editor of the Horn Book magazine chooses 
a panel of judges, and awards are given in the categories of picture book, fiction, poetry, and 
nonfiction. Selections must be published in the United States, but they may be written or 
illustrated by citizens of any country. Publishers submit nominations. The Boston Globe and 
the children’s literature magazine Horn Book have collaborated since 1967 to offer this award.

Caldecott Medal

This annual award is presented by the Association of Library Service to Children (ALSC), a 
division of the American Library Association. The medal is given to the illustrator of a selec-
tion that is considered the “most distinguished American picture book for children” published 
in the previous year. The artist must be a citizen or resident of the United States. This medal 
has been given annually since 1937.

Carter G. Woodson Award

Since 1973, the Carter G. Woodson Award has been sponsored by the National Council for 
the Social Studies (NCSS) to honor the “most distinguished social science books appropriate 
for young readers that depict ethnicity in the United States.” Books nominated for the award 
must accurately reflect the experience of one or more racial or ethnic minority groups in the 
United States. Separate categories are given for elementary, middle-level, and secondary-level 
honorees.
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Coretta Scott King Award

The Coretta Scott King Award, sponsored by the American Library Association, is presented to 
African American authors and illustrators for books for children and young adults that “dem-
onstrate an appreciation of African American culture and universal human values.” The award 
celebrates the contributions of both Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his wife, Coretta Scott King.

Edgar® Awards

The Edgar® Awards, named for the 19th-century author Edgar Allan Poe, are presented annu-
ally by the Mystery Writers of America. They honor the best in mystery fiction, nonfiction, 
television, film, and theater published or produced in the previous year. The award categories 
include juvenile and young adult designations.

Excellence in Nonfiction Award

This nonfiction award began in 2010 and is sponsored by YALSA to honor the best nonfiction 
book published for young adults (ages 12–18). The award is to “promote the growing number 
of nonfiction books published for young adults [and to] inspire wider readership in the genre.”

Great Graphic Novels for Teens

This annotated list is prepared annually by a committee of YALSA members that includes a 
mix of public and school librarians. Works include recommended graphic novels, both fiction 
and nonfiction, that appeal to teens, ages 12 to 18. Works are to be in a sequential art format 
and represent literary and artistic quality.

Jane Addams Children’s Book Award

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) and the Jane Addams 
Peace Association annually sponsor the Jane Addams Children’s Book Awards. Award winners 
“effectively promote the cause of peace, social justice, world community, and the equality of 
the sexes and all races.” This award has been presented since 1953, with the picture book cat-
egory added in 1993. There are separate designations for books for Younger Children and 
books for Older Children.

Lambda Award

The Lambda Literary Awards, presented since 1989 by the Lambda Literary Foundation (LLF), 
are “based primarily on literary merit and on significant content relevant to LGBT lives.” The 
award consists of 22 categories. One of the categories is LGBT Children’s/Young Adult.
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Margaret A. Edwards Award

The Margaret A. Edwards Award, established in 1988, honors an author for significant and 
lasting contribution to young adult literature. The award recognizes the author’s “work in help-
ing adolescents become aware of themselves and addressing questions about their role and 
importance in relationships, society, and in the world.”

Michael L. Printz Award for Excellence in Young Adult Literature

The Michael L. Printz Award is presented annually by the YALSA division of the American 
Library Association to honor the best book written for young adults based on literary merit. 
Books may be fiction, nonfiction, poetry, or an anthology and must be identified by the pub-
lisher as intended for young adults or those between the ages of 12 and 18.

Morris Award

First given in 2009, the William C. Morris YA Debut Award, named for an influential publisher 
and advocate for literature for children and young adults, honors a book published by a first-
time author writing for readers ages 12–18.

National Book Award for Young People’s Literature

The National Book Award, an American literary prize sponsored by the independent National 
Book Foundation, is given to books in various categories, including books for young adults or 
older middle grades. This National Book Award for Young People’s Literature, established in 
1996, is given annually to writers by writers.

Newbery Medal

The John Newbery Medal is awarded annually (beginning in 1922) by the Association for 
Library Service to Children (ALSC), a division of the American Library Association, to the 
author of the “most distinguished contribution to American literature for children.” All forms 
of writing are considered, and the audience is children up to and including age 14.

Notable Books for a Global Society

Twenty-five books are selected each year by a committee of the International Literacy Association’s 
(ILA) Children’s Literature and Reading Special Interest Group (CL/R SIG). The list of books 
honored as Notable Books for a Global Society are chosen for “enhancing student understanding 
of people and cultures throughout the world.” Titles span a variety of genres and are written for 
students in grades K–12. Books must have been published for the first time in the United States.
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Odyssey Award

This award is given to the producer of the best audiobook produced for children and or young 
adults. The award is jointly given and administered by the Association for Library Services to 
Children (ALSC) and YALSA.

Orbis Pictus Award

The Orbis Pictus Award is presented by the NCTE for “promoting and recognizing excellence 
in nonfiction.” The literary criteria for the Orbis Pictus is accuracy, organization, design, and 
style. Nonfiction or informational literature, including biography, whose main purpose is shar-
ing information are considered for the award. The award is geared toward books for K–8 
graders.

Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults

A YALSA committee creates these annual lists of books “to encourage young adults to read 
for pleasure.” The selected books represent a wide variety of themes and genres.

Pura Belpré Award

This award was presented biennially until 2008 and annually thereafter to a “Latino/Latina 
writer and illustrator whose work best portrays, affirms, and celebrates the Latino cultural 
experience in an outstanding work of literature for children and youth.” The award is co-
sponsored by the ALSC division of the ALA and REFORMA, the National Association to 
Promote Library and Information Services to Latinos and the Spanish-Speaking.

Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers

This annual, annotated list, prepared by a YALSA committee, comprises selected titles that 
have the potential to encourage young adults, ages 12 to 18, who do not like to read, to read. 
The chosen titles are recommended for personal reading, not for instructional use. Books 
include fiction and nonfiction.

Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Medal

The Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Medal has been awarded annually since 2001 to the 
author and illustrator whose names appear on the title page of the “most distinguished infor-
mational book published in the United States in English during the preceding year.” The award 
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is sponsored by the ALSC division of the ALA and supported by Bound to Stay Bound Books. 
Books selected are for children through age 14.

Schneider Family Book Award

The ALA’s Schneider Family Book Award honors an author or illustrator for a book that 
“embodies an artistic expression of the disability experience for child and adolescent audiences.” 
The book must portray some aspect of living with a disability or that of a friend or family 
member, whether the disability is physical, mental, or emotional. There are separate award 
categories for Teens, Middle School, and Young Children.

Scott O’Dell Historical Fiction Award

The Scott O’Dell award was established in 1982 with the intent to recognize an outstanding 
work of historical fiction for children and young adults. The selection must be intended for 
children or young adults; be set in the New World, Canada, Central or South America, or the 
United States; be written in English by a U.S. citizen; and have a U.S. publisher. This award 
was established to encourage writers to focus on historical fiction.

Stonewall Book Awards—Mike Morgan & Larry Romans Children’s 
and Young Adult Literature Award

Established in 2010, the Stonewall Children’s and Young Adult Literature Award honors the 
best lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender literature and the authors who have brought GLBT 
experiences to light. The ALA’s Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Round Table admin-
isters this award.

Sydney Taylor Book Award

The Sydney Taylor Book Award is presented annually to books for children and teens that exemplify 
high literary standards while authentically portraying the Jewish experience. Medals are awarded 
in three categories: Younger Readers, Older Readers, and Teen Readers. The Award is sponsored 
by the Association of Jewish Libraries (AJL), an affiliate of the American Library Association.

Teens’ Top Ten

“Teens nominate and choose their favorite books from the previous year” for this award spon-
sored by YALSA. Nominations are made through members of teen book groups in 15 school 
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and public libraries throughout the United States. Teens, from ages 12 to 18, vote online for 
their favorite titles.

Young Adults’ Choices Reading List

The Young Adults’ Choices Reading List is sponsored by the International Literacy Association 
(ILA). Since 1987, this project has prepared an annual list of new books that will encourage 
adolescents to read. The books are selected by the readers. Each year approximately 12,500 
students in grades 7 to 12 from different regions of the United States read and select 30 titles 
from new books donated by North American publishers.
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