
Appendix E
Shared reading lesson plan

Text: We’re Going on a Bear Hunt (Rosen, 1996)

Resources: We’re Going on a Bear Hunt big book, flash card of ‘b’, flash card of ‘to’, Post-
its of ‘to’, retelling visuals, letter swatter, play dough, templates, copybooks, pencils

Before reading:

 ■ Ensure children are sitting comfortably on the rug in a designated spot.

 ■ Share the learning intentions with the children: ‘Today we are going to read 
a new big book called We’re Going on a Bear Hunt. We will make predictions 
and learn how to retell the story. We will talk about some of the words in the 
book and learn a new sound.’

 ■ Introduce the book to the children. Read the title and the blurb. Point out 
the author and the illustrator and discuss their roles. Model a prediction (e.g. 
‘Where could you hunt for a bear? Hmm, I think I would look in a forest. I pre-
dict that maybe they will go to a forest’). Encourage the children to share their 
ideas with a partner and then with the whole class. Read the book.

Key questions:

 ■ What does an author/illustrator do?

 ■ Where could you hunt for a bear? What predictions do you have about this ‘hunt’?

During reading:

 ■ Draw the children’s attention to the author’s use of exclamation marks and the 
effect they have on reading.



 ■ After a few pages, invite the children to participate in ‘echo reading’ for the 
refrain (We’re going . . . scared) that includes exclamation marks. Encourage 
the children to do actions for different parts of the book so that they stay 
actively involved.

 ■ Discuss the following vocabulary during the reading: ‘over’, ‘under’, ‘through’; 
‘thick’, ‘oozy’; ‘stumble’, ‘trip’; ‘narrow’, ‘gloomy’; ‘tiptoe’. Perform actions or 
examine the pictures to demonstrate understanding.

 ■ Ask the children, ‘Can you remember some of the places that the family went? 
Tell your partner.’ Then a few pairs will share their thinking.

Key questions:

 ■ What do you think ____ might mean (tier 2 vocabulary)?

 ■ Can you remember some of the places that the family went? Tell your partner.

After reading (skill development):

 ■ Focus the children’s attention on the sequencing cards. Encourage them to dis-
cuss the correct order with a partner. Order them as a whole class. Encourage 
the children to use the language of retelling (e.g. first they . . . then . . . after 
that . . . finally).

 ■ Introduce the new sight word ‘to’. Ask the children to find ‘to’ in the book. 
Match each ‘to’ with a Post-it of ‘to’. Discuss the word length, syllables and 
where to place it on the word wall. Ask the children to create oral sentences 
using ‘to’.

 ■ Show the children a card with the letter ‘b’ on it. Explain that this letter makes 
the sound /b/. Ask them if there was any word in the book that started with /b/. 
Search for words starting with /b/ in the book (e.g. ‘bear’, ‘beautiful, ‘big’). The 
children will highlight the letter ‘b’ on the page with the letter swatter. Write 
these words on a chart.

 ■ Teach the children the Jolly Phonics song for /b/.

 ■ Skywrite /b/.

 ■ The children should return to their seats and construct the letter ‘b’ out of play 
dough using a template to help them (they will be encouraged to make a few). 
As they create the letters, circulate and ask the children to trace the letter with 
their finger while making the sound.

 ■ Demonstrate how to write the letter on the board.



 ■ The children will open their copybooks and write ‘b’ and draw a bear.

 ■ Play the /b/ song while they write (monitor their work for correct formation).

Key questions:

 ■ What happened first . . . (then, after that, finally)?

 ■ Can you find ‘to’ in the story? How many letters are in ‘to’? What sounds are 
in ‘to’? ‘Where will it go on the word wall? Can you make a sentence with ‘to’ 
in it?

 ■ Can you see a word that starts with ‘b’ in the story?

 ■ What sound does this letter make?

 ■ How do we write it?

Recap and closure:

 ■ Who can tell me something about our story today?’

 ■ What was our new word today?

 ■ Who remembers this sound? Let’s all say the sound while we write it in the air.

 ■ Can you tell me any words that start with /b/?


