
Appendix H
Writers’ workshop lesson plan

Lesson focus: adjectives (craft lesson)

Resources: chart paper with teacher’s story, markers, writing folders, pencils, 
author’s chair, date stamp

Introduction (whole-class mini-lesson):

Ensure children are sitting comfortably on the rug (in an assigned spot).

Explain: ‘Yesterday we found some great adjectives in Handa’s Surprise. Can 
anyone read some of the adjectives that we found from our adjective wall?’ . . . 
‘Why did the author use adjectives in her story?’ . . . ‘Today I am going to show 
you how to add adjectives to your writing using my own story and then you 
can try to use some in your writing today.’

Demonstrate: ‘I wrote this story a few weeks ago, you might remember it.’ The 
teacher reads over the text. ‘I was reading it again last night and I thought that 
I really should add some adjectives to make my story more interesting’. The 
teacher reads the first line. ‘Once upon a time a monster lived in a cave’ . . . ‘I 
think I can add some adjectives here to make it more interesting, like instead 
of just monster, I could write “a huge purple monster” (writes the adjectives 
using a caret to insert the extra information). Since I am adding extra informa-
tion, I’ll use a caret to show were those words go. Now, a cave sounds a little 
boring, maybe I could write “a dark spooky cave” instead using a caret.’ The 
teacher reads a few more sentences in this manner.

Guided practice: ‘Turn and talk to your partner about what adjectives I should 
use in this sentence.’ The teacher gives children time to come up with sugges-
tions and then adds them to the text.

Set expectation: The teacher tells the children to return to their seats and try to 
add adjectives to their story today.

Key questions: What adjectives can we use to make this sentence more interesting?



Development (writing/conferences)
Independent practice: Children are sitting at their seats, working on their stories. 
Children will choose their own topics to write about.

The teacher settles anyone who needs assistance (one to two minutes). Date 
stamp all work at the beginning of the session.

Using a conference schedule, the teacher sits with four to six children and con-
ferences with them individually at their seats. (If you have in-class support, the 
support teacher should also use a conference schedule and conference with four 
to six other children. You should both try to meet with every child at least once 
every four to five days.)

Keep a record and note what children are experiencing success and having dif-
ficulty with.

Date children’s work at the end of the session (this will allow you to assess the 
quantity of work produced in each session and across sessions).

Key questions/comments:

 ■ Tell me about your story.

 ■ Can you tell me about the adjectives that you used in your story?

 ■ I like the way you . . .

Conclusion (share session, reflect and set goals):
Ask the children to come over and sit in their assigned spot on the rug.
Invite children to share: choose only those who want to share.
Keep a record of who shared their story and any observations.
Set an expectation: ‘Today I want to listen carefully to ____’s story and be able to 

tell them what it was about. I also want you to listen to see if they used any adjec-
tives in their work.’

Celebrate any attempts to use adjectives (relate feedback to mini-lesson taught).
Provide any other appropriate specific praise to the authors for their work today.
Reflect and set goals: What skill were we trying to use today in our writing? Why 

do authors use adjectives? How will we continue to use this skill?
Key questions:

 ■ What was the story about?

 ■ What adjectives did you notice?

 ■ What skill were we trying to use today in our writing? Why do authors use 
adjectives? How will we continue to use this skill?


