News package or Documentary 

For this assignment you will create a work of nonfiction and tell a story in the documentary or news form. Apply the elements of the dramatic structure to your project. Choose a protagonist found in the real world to propel the story forward. Conduct pre-interviews to get the most out of your on-camera sessions. Take your audience on a journey through your characters—documentaries also have characters—and take the project to a point of conclusion. Choose a topic that will have some “shelf life.” It should be a story that will be relevant at least one month from now--select a topic this is of legitimate social significance. 
Total Running time: 4-6 minutes.  Worth 40 points total
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Characters: Have you found characters that make the project dynamic and engaging? Are the characters interesting and appropriate to the story? Do you have a strong protagonist to anchor the tale?

Composition: Nonfiction often requires fast coverage with no opportunity for a second take. Be aware of composition with every shooting opportunity.
Coverage: Do you have what you need to tell the story? Do the interviews reveal the core of the story? Do you have the B-roll and cutaways necessary to put it all together?

Story: Is the story one that captures and keeps the attention of the audience? Is it timely, of social significance, compelling or unusual? Do you use sound and picture to convey the story in an effective manner?

Technical Elements of Camera: Work to maintain sharp focus and appropriate camera moves. Go beyond simply controlling the level of exposure to shaping light for maximum effect.

Location Sound: Is the location sound clean?

Editing: Does the footage come together into a unified experience that takes the audience from beginning to end in a logical and natural structure?

Technical Specifications: Is the project in the allotted time window? (TRT/total running time) Did you upload the video before class? Did you put CC (closed captioning) on it?
