Chapter Three

The Purposes of Education
If I were not a physicist, I would probably be a musician. I often think in
 music. I live my daydreams in music. I see my life in terms of music.

- Albert Einstein

Chapter Three looks at the role and purposes of education in the United States and music education’s relationship to those purposes.  
Introduction

1.
The role and purpose of education has been debated since the very beginning of American society.  

2.
Music education cannot be viewed as an isolated subject within school curricula.  

3.
Music education must clearly demonstrate, musically and non-musically, how it contributes to the total education of each student.
Public Perceptions, Public Agendas

1.
When considering education’s purpose, perhaps a starting point is recognizing public schools exist to serve public goals.  

a.
Music education is not exempt from multiple public views of its purpose.  

2.
It seems everyone has a concept of what schools should be.  This concept is usually based on an individual’s past experience in schools.  
3.
Historically, when a problem has occurred in our country, at some point society has looked to education to help solve the challenge.  

Defining “Education”


1.
Education may be defined as a social institution that guides a society’s transmission of knowledge to its members.
a. Achieved through both informal and formal means.
2.
In the United States, three different institutions have traditionally been active in education: families, religious organizations, and schools.
3.
With numerous views regarding education’s definition and role, schools often wrestle with issues of tradition versus progress.  
The General Purposes of Education in the United States
1.
Political Purposes of Education - to instruct and train future citizens in political values and obedience to laws of the United States.
2.
Social Purposes of Education - to teach the moral and social skills of our society.
3.
Economic Purposes of Education - to train individuals to be successful workers in business.
4.  
Music educators keep music as a focus of instruction and value while embracing the three primary overall purposes of education.
a.
Music education is frequently criticized for being out of touch with the average American by failing to present experiences reflective of the variety of musical opportunities available in our society.
Challenges to Music’s Contributions

1.
However, educators often miss the total contribution that music provides.  
a. Through music, students also learn other skills and knowledge directly related to the overall purposes of education.

2.
Advocacy.  Music teachers should never miss opportunities to demonstrate how information and skills, learned through participation in music, can influence an individual throughout life.

3.
Many music programs do not, and often cannot, take opportunities to teach the diversity of skills and experiences required to successfully meet the primary education purposes.  

Education and Schooling Instructional Concept Models

1.
Concept schooling provides specific specialized information and training.  
a. Product- based

2.
Concept of education is broad base of knowledge and more generalized training
a. Process-based

3.
A balance is needed that incorporates both schooling (product) and education (process) into a complete education.

a. This balance includes music education.
4.
The multiple uses of standardized tests, known as high-stakes testing, is changing the role of education by placing a stronger emphasis on some curricular subjects deem by various groups as more necessary and important than other subjects.
a. Is a product-based approach to teaching.
Summary
1.
The purpose of education is to do more than simply provide training and skills; including music education.
2.
The role and purpose of schools will constantly be negotiated and reconsidered, depending on the interest and power of various components of society.
3.
Music educators must recognize music can be learned in many different ways and venues. 

a.
The process and product of learning music becomes personal and more meaningful.  
Main Issues

Instructional Concepts
Process and Product
Status Attainment Human Capital
Cultural Capital
Social Capital

Primary Purposes of Education
Horace Mann
John Dewey

Informal and Formal Learning
STEM/STEAM
High Stakes Testing

Reflective Questions

1.
Why does our society need music education?  Doesn’t the prevalence of music throughout our culture provide enough exposure to music?
2.
How might music educators defend the inclusion of music into the school curriculum to school board members and superintendents?

3.
How can music education better connect music experiences in formal music education classes to music experienced informally outside of schools?
Practice Quiz

1. 
The needs of government, business, and society all affect

A.
the purposes of schooling.

B.
 acculturation.

C. 
social reproduction.

ANSWER:  
A.

2. 
Investing in staff development through educational means is an example of

A.
status attainment.

B. human capital.
C.
product processes.

ANSWER:  B.
3.  
The instructional concept based on training individuals to immediately meet society’s needs is the

A. product concept.

B. schooling concept.

C. educational concept.

ANSWER:  B.

4. 
In the United States, families, religious organizations, and schools have traditionally been involved in

A. status attainment.

B. social reproduction.

C. educational development.

ANSWER:  C.

5.
The role of schools in the United States has often been criticized because

A. principals have too much power.

B. education is not the primary goal.

C. developing a common view of society is almost impossible.

ANSWER:  C.

6. A primary goal of education in our country is to

A. teach the fundamentals of music education.

B. transmit social knowledge and expectations.

C. question individuals who do not exceed on state testing activities.

ANSWER:  B.

7.
Public calls for education reform often center on 

A. the need for an expanded music curriculum.

B. the perceived need for information and skills needed immediately.

C. political praise.

ANSWER:  B.

