Chapter Five
Equality of Education

Our profession rests on the assumption that music study is not only 

valuable but necessary.

  






- J. Terry Gates

Introduction

1.
Chapter Five discusses equality of opportunity in education and music education.  

2.
A diverse society is not necessarily an equal society as different groups have different opportunities.

An Overview of Educational Models of Equality

1.
Equality of opportunity requires everyone having access to the same opportunities and has an equal chance and equal access to enter an occupation or social class.
a. Applies to all students having equal access to receive the same education.

b. Public schools in the United States are mandated to teach all students, regardless of ability or disability

2.
Horace Mann considered education as the great equalizer that enabled individuals to overcome variables such as race and socioeconomics
a. However, much of the current American educational system is based on a model that frequently fails to differentiate between student abilities, backgrounds, expectations, and resources.

b. Evidence suggests our society, including our schools and music programs, is riddled with inequalities.

Issues Influencing Educational Equality

1.
Many educational inequalities are connected with attitudes, mostly negative, associated with discrimination and its components of prejudice and stereotypes.

2.
The “achievement gap” in education refers to the disparity in academic performance between groups of students, primarily based on race and socioeconomic variables.

3.
Evidence suggests the achievement gap exists among many groups pertaining to music education.

4.
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) seeks to provide additional focus on educational equality to all students and close the achievement gap.  

a. Unique in ESSA is its focus on music and the arts.  

Influences on Educational Inequalities

1.
There are many variables including low expectations and self-esteem, learned helplessness, and cultural expectations resulting from resistant cultures which affect inequality among cultural groups.
a. Variables include family, gender, race & ethnicity, socioeconomics, schools & teachers

2.
Two different models of equality, offering very different experiences and opportunities, frequently affect schools.

a. Common school model:  based on the democratic ideal that everyone should have access to the same educational opportunities
b. sorting machine model:  schools classify, divide, and group students according to individual talents and abilities based on teacher assessments, counselor recommendations, and test scores, including standardized test scores, which are presumed to be impartial.

c. Pros and cons to both models

3.
Teachers are affected by human biases most frequently observed in how teachers interact and label students, resulting in defined student expectations and roles.
4.
Schools are impacted by funding, facilties, curricular rescources, location, and reforms
a. includes urban and rural settings

b. school choice affects quality

5.
Music education is not exempt from issues of equal opportunity as equity gaps persist throughout groups within music education.  

a.
Concerns regarding both access and treatment plague many music programs.  

Summary
1.
Equality of education requires equal access, treatment, and opportunity to achieve success in our society regardless of their race, gender, socioeconomic status, or other cultural, philosophical view, biological, factors. facilities, financing, curriculum, and availability of resources.  

2.
Despite partialities in the education system, schools may be a student’s best hope for learning to overcome biases.  

a. Through schools, children may learn to appreciate diversity, think for themselves, and create new dimensions to society that are equal for all.

3.
As socialization agents, teachers may have the best opportunity to initiate student equality

Main Issues
Equality of Education
Common School Model

Sorting Machine Model
Tracking

High-Stakes Testing
El Sistema

Primary/Secondary Socialization Agents
Social Justice

Discrimination
Prejudice

Stereotypes
Gender-role Identity

School Choice
Racism

Achievement Gap
Attribution Theory

Magnet Schools
Charter Schools

Traditional Schools
Home Schools

Common Core Initiative
Vouchers

Reflective Questions

1.
What are ways that schools limited educational opportunity for certain students while providing opportunity for others?
2.
How does music education reflect both the sorting machine and common schools models of education?

3.
How might school choice pose a threat to music education?

4.
How might a student’s home environment affect his/her music educational opportunity?

Practice Quiz

1. The development of a variety of public and private schools, as well as an increase in home schooling, can be partially attributed to the issue of 
A. increased emphasis on multicultural education.
B. improvement of student FCAT scores in private school settings.
C. public dissatisfaction with traditional public schools.

ANSWER:
C.
2. A classification of people based on shared biologically transmitted traits is known as
A. ethnicity.
B. race.
C. culture.

ANSWER:
B.
3.
The act of treating groups of people unequally is known as

A. discrimination.

B. stereotyping.

C. prejudice.

ANSWER:  A.

4.
The assumption that education is the “great equalizer” among the many differences within our population can be attributed to
A. access promoted by the development of school choice.

B. the process of education endorsed by Horace Mann and the common school approach to education.

C. the Visions 2020 meeting with encouragement by Wiley Housewright.

ANSWER:  B.

5. An important component to achieving equal opportunity is to also have

A. equal access.

B. strict laws.

C. quality teachers.

ANSWER:  A.

6. A challenge to achieving true educational equality is that

A. public schools are expected to teach all students, regardless of their abilities.
B. some students are challenged due to their high socioeconomic status.
C. parents are always challenging students.

ANSWER:  A.

7. Educational quality may be best achieved if

A. No Child Left Behind and Race to the Top are fully implemented.

B. teachers provide more homework.

C. society acknowledges that not every student begins at the same level of 

readiness.

ANSWER:  C.

