Chapter 6

Diverse Learning and Inclusive Music Education

Simply put, education is intended to improve the quality of life.

 - Judith Jellison

Introduction

1.
In our pluralistic society, the likelihood that all music teachers will work with a student with a disability, labeled as “at-risk,” or any other a member of any other marginalized group is not simply possible, but rather likely.  

a.
Students represent a diversity of learning challenges ranging from more obvious characteristics such as physical disabilities or mental retardation, to more mild disabilities such as limited English proficiency.  

2.
It is the professional educators responsibility to ensure that all students are able to receive an education in a safe environment that includes equality, civility, tolerance and acceptance.  

Inclusive Classrooms

1.
To be successful within a school environment, students need to feel accepted and support socially, as well as academically.  
a.
The National Association for Music Education calls for an inclusive music classroom where students regardless of race, ethnicity, disability, economic status, religious background, sexual orientation and identity, socioeconomic status, academic standing, exceptionalities, or musical abilities, can participate in the making of music within their schools. 
2.
The concept of inclusion is broad, yet based on the simple idea that students of all abilities have the same right to a meaningful and appropriate education that is equal to their peers.  

a. Includes students with disabilities, cultural differences, sexual orientation, language differences, and religious diversity.

b. The underlining principles of inclusion extend to individuals with special needs, issues of social justice, equity for all individuals, tolerance, pluralism, and individual rights.

3.
In an inclusive classroom, all students have the legal rights to participate fully in all activities all day. 

a. Inclusive classrooms allow for all students to be educated in the most least-restrictive environment possible.

4.
Tolerance is a component of inclusive classrooms.
a.
The teacher is often a model for social tolerance and can promote tolerance by encouraging students to identify, question, and cross social boundaries.

5.
The concept of social justice has the goal of removing social, economic, and institutional barriers that may constrain individuals form achieving life choices.
a. In essence, social justice views everyone as having equal economic, political, and social rights and opportunities.

b. Bullying presents one of the greatest heath risks to all American citizens.  

6.
Music has been viewed as an effective venue for exploring and promoting social justice

7.
Recent shifts in political, social, and legal policy have resulted in increased support for gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) students.  

a. Despite growing acceptance in society and among educators, schools and inclusionary environments still appear to be challenges for LQBTQ individuals.  

8.
Research appears to support music as an important component in LQBTQ individuals.
a. The attitudes of classroom teachers appear to make a difference in improving school climate for marginalized LGBTQ students.

Legislative Policies

1.
Legislation has resulted in more equality and inclusiveness for all individuals in the U. S. educational system.  
2.
The recently enacted Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) reauthorized the 1965 Elementary and Secondary Education Act and replaced the No Child Left Behind Act.  

a. ESSA narrows the role of federal government in education by enabling states to create education plans to better meet student needs.  

b. Within ESSA, music and the arts are considered part of every student’s complete education, including students with special needs.

Students with Disabilities

1.
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act defined a child with a disability as someone experiencing developmental delays, and other health impairments which may include intellectual, physical, social, speech, metal retardation, hearing impairment, visual impairment, emotional disturbance, orthopedic impairment, autism, or traumatic brain injury.

a. Annually, the number of students with disabilities educated in regular education classrooms, including the music classroom, increases at a steady rate.  

b. These students represent a diversity of learning challenges ranging from more obvious characteristics such as physical disabilities or mental retardation, to more mild disabilities such as limited English proficiency.  

2.
Schools are required by law to provide an appropriate education for students with disabilities in the least restrictive environment (LRE) with students who are not disabled to the greatest extent possible.

a. The least restrictive environment provides students with disabilities opportunities to interact and develop relationships with students who do not have disabilities.

3.
An IEP is a legal document required of for students receiving special education services that states a student’s learning needs, the services the schools will provide, and how progress will be monitored.

4.
Universal Design for Learning (UDL), an inclusive practice, embodies whole-school approach embracing objectives of both IDEA and the Every Student Succeeds Act.  

a. The goal is to provide multiple methods of presenting information to create multiple ways for students to be engaged.

5.
Differentiate Instruction (DI) is a form of UDL that seeks to addresses cultural and linguistic differences in classes.  

6.
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) is a K -12 language assistance program designed to help students learn English grammar and vocabulary in order to help them achieve more in U. S. classrooms.  
7.
Whereas few may think of gifted students as disadvantaged, if their skills are not challenged or developed, these students do not achieve their potential, thus placing them in the disadvantaged category.
Students with Disabilities in the Music Classroom

1.
Music educators at every level are required by law to provide an effective quality music education for all students, including those with disabilities.

2.
Music educators are responsible for providing music experiences for students regardless of their ability or disability in their music classes, including performance ensembles.

a. Often, requires the music teacher to develop new or adapt existing materials, pedagogical approaches, and attitudes for working with this diverse student culture.

b. Research has shown that with exposure and meaningful inclusion, both students and teachers benefit from students with disabilities in the music classroom.

3.
Participation can have a positive effect on at-risk students’ social acceptance and their attitudes toward school, as well as improving their attendance and reducing disruptive behaviors.

What Teachers Can Do

1.
Perhaps more than any other aspect, a positive teacher attitude is vital to having a successful inclusive classroom.  

a. It is not unusual for a student to have problems in other classes, yet succeed in music class.  

b. Researchers have found that music teachers generally have positive attitudes toward students with disabilities

2.
Collaboration with other teachers is essential to successfully working with students with disabilities and creating an inclusive environment.  

3.
Being flexible while modifying and adjusting to ever changing situations can help teachers differentiate among student needs.  

Summary

1.
The number of students from marginalized populations continues to steadily increase in U. S. schools.  

a. Each student presents specific characteristics that can affect their ability to learn and participate in music activities.  

b. The music classroom has long been a safe environment for all students.

2.
If music education is indeed for everyone, then those who are responsible for these experiences should promote quality opportunities that are equitable for all students.

3.
Music educators need to gain the necessary skills to design and implement ways to accommodate and adapt the music environment to meet the needs of every student.
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Reflective Questions

1.
What are some modification and adaptations that music teachers can use to help students with disabilities be successful in a secondary performance-based music class?

2.
How might music teachers create a more tolerant classroom for all students?

3.
What are indicators of possible bullying that teachers need to be aware of in classrooms?

4.
How can a music teacher provide differentiate instruction for gifted & talented students in a large performing ensemble experience?

Practice Quiz

1.
The need for music classrooms to become more inclusive is a result of

A. increased use of standardized testing.

B. the changing diversity of our population.

C. more students becoming interested in music experiences.

ANSWER:  B

2.
Successful inclusive music classrooms are where

A. teachers have created a safe, tolerant, and accepting environment.

B. students have performed successfully at music competitions.

C. teachers regularly use testing procedures to assess aural listening skills.

ANSWER:  A

3.
Inclusive classrooms are required to 

A. provide students with opportunities to fully participate in all activities all day.

B. enable students to learn only musical instruments which they can successfully play.

C. have teachers who can sing as well as perform on all instruments.

ANSWER:  A

4.
The concept of social justice 

A. requires parents of all special needs students meet with teachers to discuss specific goals.

B. enables schools to create special diversity boards to address bullying.

C. views everyone as having equal economic, political, and social rights and opportunities.

ANSWER:
C

5.
A characteristic of a successful inclusive LGBTQ music classroom 

A. promotes different experiences for all students.

B. has a teacher who is committed to improving am accepting climate for all students.

C. Interviews parents of LGBTQ students before creating class goals.

ANSWER:  B

6.
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

A. includes music and the arts as part of every student’s complete education.

B. requires that all music students be regularly tested.

C. mandates school districts may decided if music can be part of a school curriculum.

ANSWER:
A

7.
When working with students with disabilities, schools using the least restrictive environment must

A. allow all students to enroll in music classes.

B. provide physical access for most students.

C. provides students with disabilities opportunities to interact and develop relationships with students who do not have disabilities.

ANSWER:
C

