Chapter Seven

Social Components of Music Learning

Education is the most powerful weapon you can choose to

 



change the world.







-  Nelson Mandela

Introduction

1.
Chapter Six presents information on theories and variables influencing how humans learn, and what influences learning music.

a. The premise is that our students learn in diverse ways so effective music teachers must teacher in different ways.

2.
Teachers should be knowledgeable of as many ways as possible that students learn.
a. No single approach to learning contains all the answers.  

Principle Learning Theories

1.
Learning results in change in an individual’s knowledge or behavior.  
a.
When a student has learned new knowledge or skills, an observable change in behavior, thought, or emotion can be seen or experienced.

b. Change that results in new knowledge or abilities is in relations to previous information or past experiences.

c. Learning occurs informally and formally, deliberately or unintentionally, for better or for worse, and at varying times and stages of life, often including the interaction of many diverse variables.  

2.
Research studies have suggested that participating in music activities can produce short-term cognitive benefits that through sustained participation can produce neurological changes.  

a. These same studies do not suggest any evidence that sustained music engagement can provide long lasting intellectual or cognitive benefits.  

b. Music as a variable by itself cannot be isolated in order to demonstrate its influence on intellectual development.  

c. Other factors, such as family characteristics and personal traits, create a complex perspective of variables which could also contribute to development.
d. From a developmental perspective, music involvement can occur at any stage and age of human growth

3.
There are many theories regarding how humans learn,  each has the following similarities:
a. People develop at different rates.

b. Development is relatively orderly.

c. Development takes place gradually.

d. Each theory contains some element of social/cultural experience.

4.
Behavioral learning theorists believe that external events cause changes in observable behaviors

5.
Operant conditioning were humans learn to behave in certain ways based on environmental situations.
6.
Social learning theory emphasizes learning through observing others.  Interactions with people and environments are important.  

7.
Jean Piaget:  Theory of Cognitive Development - describes how human thinking processes change radically, though slowly, from birth to maturity because we are constantly trying to make sense of our world.

a. Children think differently from adults.

b. Approach to learning is known as stage theory.

c. Piaget believed all people pass through the same four stages in exactly the same order that is associated with specific ages.  

d. For educators the implications of Piaget’s theory is that if we understand how children think, we will be better able to match teaching methods and activities to children’s abilities at an age appropriate time.

e. Music teachers must present information and materials in ways and at the proper time when children are ready to learn.

8.
Lev Vygotsky:  Sociocultural Theory of Learning - learning is embedded within social events and occurs as children interact with people, objects, and events in the environment.

a. Social interactions are critical for intellectual development, thus all knowledge is socially constructed.  

b. The zone of proximal development (ZPD) is the gap between a learner’s current or actual level of development determined by independent problem solving and the learner’s potential level of development.
c. Requires teachers to place students in situations where they will be challenged to understand, but where support from more experienced students and teachers is available.

d. An emphasis of the music class will include more opportunities for individual music experimentation and focus on more musical relevancy for individuals.

9.
Jerome Bruner:  Spiral Curriculum - by understanding a subject’s structure a student can see the relationship between the different components.   
a. Understanding when a student is ready to learn is important and requires presenting information in an age-appropriate manner based upon how the child views his/her world.  

b. The essential information of a subject can be taught at the earliest of abilities and ages, then revisited at a more complex level as the student grows and develops.

c. Transfer of information and skills from one situation to another is essential.
10.
Benjamin Bloom:  Taxonomy of Learning - a classification of intellectual behavior to help individuals learn.
a. Learning should focus on the mastery of subjects and promote higher levels of thinking.
b. A taxonomy that explains higher order thinking processes.
c. Three different domains of learning:

1.
Cognitive:  mental skills; how to think; intellectual ability

2.
Affective:  growth in feelings or emotions; attitude

3.
Psychomotor:  manual or physical skills

d. The categories are in sequential order from most basic or lowest complexity to most complex.
e. Requires the instructor to know what objectives students should learn.
f. By challenging students to think on a higher level, more abstract musical skills can be achieved and demonstrated, and more meaningful.
11.
Erik Erikson:  Psychosocial Theory of Development - every individual, regardless of culture, evolves through a series of choices made through developmental personality stages occurring throughout life; explains how all individuals have basic needs throughout their lives.  

a.
Within each stage, individuals encounter unique developmental conflicts that must be resolved through choices.  

b.
Resolutions may be successful or unsuccessful, but how they are resolved influences an individual’s sense of self.

c.
Through social interactions, needs are met in some manner of selection by the individual resulting in an emergence of a self-identity that is in relation to other human beings.

12.
Howard Gardner:  Theory of Multiple Intelligences - intelligence is not a single variable, rather multiple variables in many forms.
a. Intelligence is defined as innate potential activated by cultural values, opportunities, experiences, and personal decisions.
b. Every human being, in every known culture, through genetic endowment has the same capabilities, however, development of intellectual potential is based on environmental experiences.  
c. Music is an intelligence possessed by every person, in every society and culture.  
d. Gardner’s theory may be most important to music educators because it challenges American society’s notion that music is a divine gift and thus only for a few select individuals.

Intelligence and Musical Ability, Preference and Taste

1.
Every child is unique in his or her abilities, talents, and limitations.
a.
Humans vary in demonstrating their intelligence and how it is acquired.

2.
Intelligence can be defined as capacity to acquire and use knowledge for solving problems and adapting to the world.

3.
Ability refers the facility to do something regardless of how an individual acquired the skill, knowledge, or experience, however, it involves some degree of training or instruction.  


a. Defining music ability is very subjective.

b. It is important that music educators have an understanding of music ability and to remember that ability, however defined or acquired, and can always improve.

4.
Aptitude is more of a capacity or potential in an individual to develop musical ability.

5.
A relationship exists between music ability and the development of music preference.  

a. In general, the better students are able to perform a piece of music (ability), the more they enjoy the music (preference).  

b. The concepts of aptitude, ability, preference, and tastes are reciprocally connected.
6.
Preference is an immediate, short-term choice of specific objects or events that can change at anytime; a value choice.
a. Humans vary in their musical preferences due to cultural standards, training, and expectations.  

7.
Taste is a more long-term or permanent commitment to a broader group of objects or events.
a. Developing musical taste may be the ultimate goal of music education.  

8.
Musical taste and preference can be altered, but not always in predictable patterns, and any change appears to require some degree of experience.

Summary

1.
In the United States, teachers are viewed as the individuals most responsible for organizing and presenting materials in ways that students can acquire knowledge and skills.

2.
Effective instruction is dependent upon the teacher possessing knowledge of children’s intellectual development, as much as their development of physical skills and imagination.

3.
Nearly all music experiences reflect the theories of teaching and learning to some degree.

a. It seems obvious that learning occurs best when teachers provide multiple opportunities for interactions and direct hands-on experiences.

4.
Musical intelligence does not develop independently of other intellectual processes and is acquired in multiple ways and through different venues.  
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Reflective Questions

1.
What are indicators of music ability?
2.
How might rote-to-note instruction be used to teach complex musical concepts in a K-6 music curriculum based on the spiral curricular approach?

3.
Using Bloom’s taxonomy, what might be music related questions that represent each category with the three different learning domains?
Practice Quiz

1. A musical concept may be considered most effectively taught and learned if the student can perform the concept

A. in any key.

B. by memory.

C. in a completely different piece.

ANSWER:  
C.

2. Breaking a concept down to its smallest component and presenting it in a manner that is age and ability- appropriate is an example of which teaching approach:

A. Theory of Multiple Intelligence.

B. Piaget’s learning theory.

C. Spiral Curriculum.

ANSWER:  
C.

3. Being motivated to practice due to a feeling of intrinsic personal success is the basis of

A. Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs.

B. Erickson’s Psychosocial Theory of Development.

C. the Attribution Theory.

ANSWER: 
 C.
4. Being able to do something due to instruction, regardless of whether the instruction is formal or informal, is a display of

A.
achievement.

B. aptitude.

C. ability.

ANSWER:  
C.

5. Regarding music participation, American society needs to understand that

A. music is only for the talented few.

B. instructional progress is slow.

C. Music can be learned at any age.

ANSWER:  
C.

6. Expectations and behaviors based on age is a principle of 

A. Bloom’s Taxonomy of Learning.

B. Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development.

C. Thorndike’s Social Learning Theory.

ANSWER:  
B.

7. A change in behavior is evidence of something learned based on the

A. behavioralist learning theory.

B. cognitive learning theory.

C. social learning theory.

ANSWER:
A.
8.
Developing an immediate, but not necessarily long-lasting, acceptance of a musical style, composer, etc… is the definition of

A. music taste.

B. music aptitude.

C. musical preference.
ANSWER:
C.

