
Ready Reckoner 28. Swallowing, Liver, and Defecation Functions 

Table 23.257 Swallowing Functions – Whole Person Impairment  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Impairment  

Class 

 
Criteria 

Reference                                    
Impairment Score 

Class 1 Difficulty in swallowing with drooling of saliva or 

drooling during drinking liquids or accumulation of 

solid food in the alveoli of mouth 

2.5% 

Class 2 Prolonged duration of meal with sensation of holding 

of food in the throat 

Difficulty in swallowing with nasal regurgitation and/or 

occasional choking  

5.0% 

Class 3 Difficulty in swallowing with nasal regurgitation and                   

on-and-off choking  

or  

Limited swallowing ability by modifying food 

consistency 

15% 

Class 4 Difficulty in swallowing with frequent nasal 

regurgitation and choking 

or  

Limited swallowing ability by modifying food 

consistency, and postural techniques and 

25% 



____________________________________________________________________________ 

Table 23.258 Chronic Liver Failure – Whole Person Impairment 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Impairment 
Class 

Encephalopathy Serum 
Level of 
Bilirubin 

INR Serum 
Level of 
Albumin 

Serum 
Level of 
Sodium 

Impairment 
Score 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Class 1 Anxiety or euphoria 1-2 

mg/dL 

1.1 – 

2.0 

>3.5gm/dL 136-140 

mmol/L 

25% 

Class 2 1. Lethargy and minor 

impairment of 

awareness                  

2. Impairment of 

cognition: poor 

attention span, 

difficulty in orientation 

for time and place, 

difficulty in calculation 

for addition, 

subtraction                             

2.1-3 

mg/dL 

2.1-3.0 3.1-3.5 

gm/dL 

131-135 

mmol/L 

50% 

compensatory manoeuvres to minimise the risk of 

aspiration  

Class 5 Inability to swallow, develop significant aspiration on 

attempted swallowing and require feeding by 

nasogastric tube or PEG (Percutaneous Endoscopic 

Gastrostomy) 

50% 



3. Asterixis (flapping 

tremor)                        

4. Inappropriate 

behavior   

Class 3 1. Somnolent but 

arousable                             

2. Impairment of 

cognition: lack of 

orientation for place 

/time /person                            

3. Asterixis (flapping 

tremor), hyperreflexia, 

and plantar extensor 

response                     

4. Bizarre behavior 

3.1 -4 

mg/dL 

3.1-4  2.6-3.0 

gm/dL 

126-130 

mmol/L 

75% 

Class 4 Coma not responding 

to verbal or painful 

stimuli 

>4 mg/dL >4 ≤2.5 gm/dL ≤125 

mmol/L 

95% 

Class 1 'Integrated Evaluation of Disability' assigns class ‘1’ impairment to 

persons who underwent liver transplantation because of burden of 

treatment compliance 

25% 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Table 23.259 Bowel Movement – Defecation Whole Person Impairment  

____________________________________________________________________________ 



Impairment Class Nature of Impairment Impairment Maximum 
Impairment 50% 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Class ‘1’ Constipation    

Difficulty in initiating 

bowel movement and 

evacuating bowel less 

than three times per 

week due to 

neurological cause and 

requiring fiber 

supplements, and 

suppositories for 

evacuation of bowel 

5%  

Class ‘2’ Constipation    

Difficulty in initiating 

bowel movement and 

evacuating bowel less 

than three times per 

week due to 

neurological cause 

Refractory to fibre 

supplements and 

suppositories and 

Requiring prokinetic 

agents  

10%  



Class ‘3’ Constipation     

Difficulty in initiating 

bowel movement and 

evacuating bowel one 

time per week due to 

neurological cause and 

requiring enema for 

evacuation  

15%  

 Constipation          

Anismus, dyssynergia, 

descending perineal 

syndrome 

15%  

 Constipation 

Mechanical obstruction 

due to partial occlusion 

of anus e.g., following 

burns 

15%  

Class ‘4’ Constipation 

Mechanical obstruction 

due to complete 

occlusion of anus e.g., 

following burns 

25%  

Class ‘5’ Incontinence      

Inability in controlling 

bowel movement 

37%  



resulting in incontinence 

and                                                      

Lack of sensation of 

bowel fullness and 

movement due to 

neurological cause and 

requiring diapers 

Class ‘6’ Permanent colostomy 50%  

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 


