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  FIGURE 10.34  Tracking Ending of Class Routines 

Teacher: Ms. Amy Kleiber Observer: Dr. Sou Chen

Observation Date: September 12, 2017 Start Time: 8:45 End Time: 9:00

Total Observation Time: 15 minutes Period of the Day: Period 1 (first block)

Number of Students: 23 Grade: 9th

Class: English I Lesson Topic: Essay Writing (NA due to focus 
on beginning of class routines)

Post-observation Conference Date: September 13, 2017

Time Instruction/Activity Student Behavior

8:45 Teacher is moving from group to group, 

speaking with students, examining work.

Students are in small groups discussing 

essays.

8:50 “Let’s recap the importance of the 

advanced organizer in the introductory 

paragraph and how this organizer serves 

as a transition to subsequent paragraphs.”

Students sit quietly for about 10 seconds; 

hands start going up.

8:50 “Jamie.” “The organizer is the road map and helps 

the writer point to the major points that get 

discussed in the essay; in a way it’s a 

writer’s compass.”

8:51 “That’s an interesting metaphor—a 

compass. Is there any other value to a 

compass?”

Fred responds: “The organizer is for the 

reader, too. The compass helps travelers 

know what direction they are going in.”

8:52 “Excellent parallel. Let’s look at a sample 

from an essay.” Teacher flips the 

overhead on and focuses students to the 

advanced organizer sentence in bold type 

on the screen. “Look at this advanced 

organizer. Comment on its importance 

and value. Lauren, what do you think?”

Lauren responds: “This organizer has three 

items in it. The symbols in the book  

(1) help to illustrate the deeper meaning,  

(2) provide an understanding of what 

motivated the main character, and 

(3) foreshadow the ending of the book.”

8:48 Teacher cues students to move desks back 

in place for large -group processing.

Students start to break out of groups by 

moving desks back in rows; minimal noise. 

A student from each group is putting books 

(thesaurus, dictionary, etc.) back on 

teacher’s desk.

8:49 Teacher is in front of the room readying 

for instruction; makes a few statements: 

(1) “Please bring notebooks tomorrow, 

and I’ll add more information about the 

essay.” (2) “Also, rewrites on the areas 

circled in green are due tomorrow. Just 

rewrite the sections circled in green.”

Student desks are in a row and students 

are listening to the teacher, quietly.

the advanced organizer have to always have 

three points?”

8:56 “Actually, the number of points is not 

important because . . .”

Student responds: “. . . it depends on what 

the essay is trying to get a cross.”

8:57 “That’s correct. And we’ll be reviewing 

several more introductory paragraphs 

tomorrow. Let’s recap from the day.” 

Teacher highlights the Tips for Writing 

Introductory Paragraphs, the uses and 

misuses of the advanced organizer, and 

the purpose of the advanced organizer

Students are listening and taking notes. 

Three students are starting to pack up their 

materials. Teacher cues disapproval by 

standing by the desk of one student; the 

others stop packing up their materials.

9:00 Bell rings and teacher thanks the class   

for working hard and wishes them well 

for the rest of the day

Students pack up their bags and start 

leaving the room.

8:54 “Superb! Now what does the writer need 

to do next?”

Several hands go up.

8:55 “Jackson, what do you think?” Take time to write another sentence or two; 

the organizer acts as a segue to the next 

paragraphs. Student asks a question: “Does 


