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 Glossary of Terms								                             WC- 2083
									                    
The following list of words and definitions are generally common within the lexicon of architecture, but also have specific application to the subject of the facade. The greater majority of the words in this glossary appear in the book. Those that don’t have been included for their relevance to the subject of architecture and the architectural facade. For reasons of brevity, not included here are definitions of facade elements such as architrave or string course. I am assuming that the reader is either familiar with such terms or will make the effort to seek out their definition. An authoritative source for architectural definitions is the Oxford Dictionary of Architecture, third edition (2015) by James Stevens Curl and Susan Wilson. For an extended discussion on particular key words like form and space, Adrian Forty’s volume entitled Words and Buildings: A Vocabulary of Modern Architecture (2004) is an excellent reference. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

abstraction 
the act of distilling a concept or a form to an essential state of constitution; the omission or reduction of detail within the facade for the purposes of emphasizing the fundamental formal properties or achieving a highly reductive effect; the absence of figuration

affective
relating to moods, feelings, and attitudes; not to be confused with effective

allusive
having reference to something implied or inferred; containing, abounding in, or characterized by allusions; in an architectural context this can be achieved through the use of symbol, metaphor, analogy, allegory, or paradox; an ambition to infuse meaning beyond pure form

architectonic
of or relating to the principles or qualities of architecture; expressing a unified set of architectural ideas through an integrated system of formal, spatial and tectonic elements


axonometric
a type of parallel (oblique) projection in which the object is rotated along one or more of its axes relative to the plane of projection; the plan remains undistorted, and all dimensions are true

bricolage
a creation or construction made from a diverse range of available things; may refer also to a particular approach to research or a generative process that draws upon diverse sources; sometimes refers to the jumbled effect produced by the close proximity of buildings from different periods and in different architectural styles

bricoleur
someone who engages in the act of bricolage; Le Corbusier has been referred to as such.

brise soleil 
from the French meaning literally “sun-breaker;” a device or structure attached to or integrated into the facade for screening or blocking direct sunlight

capriccio
an architectural fantasy, placing together buildings, archaeological remains, and other architectural elements in fictional and fantastical combinations

chiaroscuro
from the Italian meaning literally “light dark;” describes the use of color or shadow effects to create dramatic contrasts of surface

concatenation
from the Latin for “chain;” the joining or chaining together of architectural elements or bays in a long facade with each bay being distinct; sometimes also referred to as staccato composition 

contrapuntal 
of or in counterpoint; In music, two or more independent melodic lines; in architecture it might be two or more independent elements that are in counterpoint relationship to one another



datum
a fixed point, line, or surface used as a formal or visual reference; an architectural element such as a string course or cornice that marks a significant line or division within the facade; a line of reference across adjacent facades establishing their contextual relatedness  

dialectic
any systematic reasoning, exposition, or argument that juxtaposes opposed or contradictory ideas and usually seeks to resolve their conflict; in architecture, for example, it could be the juxtaposition between a structure of wall and that of frame

empirical
based on, concerned with, or verifiable by observation or experience rather than theory or pure logic

figurative
the representative or metaphorical use of forms that are derived from life, nature, or historical architecture 

formalist
marked attention to arrangement, style, or artistic means (as in art or literature) usually with corresponding de-emphasis of content; a description of something in formal, mathematical, or logical terms

genius loci 
the prevailing character or atmosphere of a place; the spirit of a place

gestalt
from the German meaning “figure” or “form;” a visual organization perceived to be more than the sum of its parts, the result of the tendency for the eye to constellate discrete elements into an organized whole

grammar
in language, the set of rules that explain how words are used; the system and structure of a language consisting of syntax, morphology, and semantics; in architecture, similarly, the principles or rules by which elements are designed and composed in support of an intended meaning
haptic
of or relating to the sense of touch, in particular relating to the perception and manipulation of objects using the senses of touch and proprioception

interstice 
also, interstitial (adj); a layer or space between other layers, structures, or objects often having significance as a connective zone between inside and outside

limen
threshold; the entrance to a building; a point or space of entering or beginning 

ludic 
showing spontaneous and undirected playfulness, of, relating to, or characterized by play

materiality
the quality or character of being physical or composed of matter; in an architectural application it refers to an intentionality of choice of a particular material and its properties for purposes of aesthetic or tectonic expression; not to be confused with the word material

metaphor
a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to which it is not literally applicable; in architecture; a thing regarded as representative or symbolic of something else, especially something abstract   
 
mimesis
from the Greek meaning imitation; the imitative representation of nature or human behavior; relating to, characterized by, or exhibiting mimicry; in architecture, for example, a mimetic ornament

mise-en-scène
from the French meaning "placing on stage”; in relation to facade design, it refers to everything that appears before the viewer including all aspects of form, space, composition, materiality, tectonics, context, and light; those aspects of facade that contribute to a scenographic effect

ontology
Ontology is the philosophical study of the nature of being, becoming, existence, or reality, as well as the basic categories of being and their relations

oblique
in architecture, the view of an object or building facade that is neither parallel nor at a right angle; a view that privileges the corner over the front with an emphasis on two-point perspective over that of one-point perspective

organic
having systematic coordination of parts denoting a relation between elements of something such that they fit together harmoniously as necessary parts of a whole; organic architecture is a philosophy of architecture which promotes harmony between human habitation and the natural world through design approaches so sympathetic and well-integrated with its site, that buildings, furnishings, and surroundings become part of a unified, interrelated composition

parallax 
The visual effect whereby a building’s appearance changes when viewed from different positions; the progressive distortion of the facade as the viewer moves past it, especially pronounced when in close proximity 

parti 
From the French parti pris meaning a bias or a mind made up; in architecture the parti is the representation of basic assumptions made that inform a design as well as the choice of approach when realizing the scheme; a diagrammatic statement of the idea  

phenomenal transparency 
a visual phenomenon that occurs when, for example, two overlapping planes or spaces interpenetrate allowing for a simultaneous perception without optical cancellation; in a facade, the use of phenomenal transparency may carry with it the implication of a “shallow” space or spaces 
 
piano nobile
literally translated out of Italian as the “noble floor” referring to the main living or functional level located typically one or two stories above grade

plasticity 
typically refers to the quality of a material to be easily shaped or molded. Within the lexicon of
architecture it refers more specifically to the capacity of a surface to convey a three-dimensional or sculptural presence of either real or implicit form and space 
	
poché
from the French meaning to “sketch roughly;” the shaded part of an architectural plan or section representing solid portions of the building such as walls, floors and columns; in an urban plan, poché may be used to distinguish between public and private spaces such as can be seen in the Nolli map of Rome (1748); a graphic and conceptual technique that places emphasis on the profile line between a solid and a void

polemic
A controversial argument, especially one refuting or attacking a specific opinion or doctrine

precedent	
a preceding building, context, or concept that serves as a reference or guide when designing a facade  

proportion
in mathematical terms, proportion is a relationship between two ratios; in architecture, it is the visual effect resulting from the relationships of the various elements and spaces that make up a structure to one another and to the whole; these relationships are often governed by multiples of a standard unit of length known as a "module;” the effective use of proportion in design is often referred to as harmony, a relationship in which the various elements of the composition appear as if they belong together in form, size, and distribution

proprioception
the unconscious perception of movement and spatial orientation arising from stimuli within the body itself 



ratio
the relationship that exists between the size, number, or amount of two things and that is often represented by two numbers, for example: 3:4

retable
a frame or shelf enclosing decorated panels or objects above or behind an altar

reticulated
constructed, arranged, or marked in the manner of a net or network as, for example, a reticulated grid

scaenae frons
the elaborately decorated permanent architectural backdrop of a Roman theater stage

scenographic
derives from scenography, perspective drawing or scene-painting; in architecture it is the manner in which a facade or collection of facades presents a stage set-like quality or effect

scale
refers to the proportion or ratio that defines the size relationship between two objects; when applied to a building, the relationship of the parts to the whole must be reconciled to the observer who measures them against human dimensions; this three-part relationship is called scale

semantics
in linguistics, the study of the relationship between signifiers, like words, phrases, signs, and symbols, and what they stand for; in architecture, it relates to how form, space, materiality, tectonics and context carrying meaning; the manner in which architecture acts as a communicative artifact 

semiotics
the study of signs; comprises syntax (the study of the interrelation of the signs), semantics (the study of the relation between the signs and the objects to which they apply), and pragmatics (the relationship between the sign system and the user)


somatic
of or relating to the body, especially as distinct from the mind

stereotomy
the technique of cutting solids, such as stones, to specified forms and dimensions. In architectural terms, stereotomy and stereotomics references earthworks and structures of relative mass composed of stone, brick, or rammed earth

syntax
in linguistics, the grammar, structure, or order of the elements in a particular language according to a set of rules; in architecture, similarly, it is the order of elements, for example, within a facade according to a set of compositional rules established by the designer

syntactic
of or according to syntax

tectonic
from the Greek word tektonikos meaning “carpenter” or “builder;” in contemporary architectural terms it refers to the expressive potential of material form and constructional techniques when coupled with aesthetic intent; sometimes referred to as the “poetry of construction”  

telluric
of, relating to, or originating on or in the earth or soil; terrestrial

trompe l'oeil
from the French meaning “trick of the eye;” in art, a visual illusion; in architecture, often a  painted surface made to appear as three-dimensional; refer, for example, to Paolo Veronese’s interior murals at Villa Barbaro by Andrea Palladio 

trope
in language, a figurative or metaphorical use of a word or expression. In architecture it understood as implied conventions or storytelling devices that act as a shortcut to describe a situation or convey an idea. The trope can mean something pleasantly familiar, but also can also become a banal cliché
typology
the study of types; for example, a typology of repetitive bay facades

zoӧmorphic
having or representing animal forms or gods in animal form.
Use of animal forms in symbolism, literature, or graphic representation

Zeitgeist
From the German meaning literally the spirit of the times. The defining spirit or mood of a particular period of history as shown by the ideas and beliefs of the time; the general intellectual, moral, and cultural climate of an era
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