Chapter 2 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Essay Questions

1. Critically consider how language can both restrict and empower its users.
2. Critically consider how language structures social life.
3. To what extent, and in what ways, can it be argued that ‘the medium is the message’ (McLuhan 1964)? 
4. To what extent, and in what ways, can it be argued that there has been ‘the death of the author’ (Barthes 1967)?
5. Critically consider the argument that the mass media promotes a ‘dominant ideology’. 
6. Critically consider the argument that the mass media produces and reproduces ethnic and ‘racial’ stereotypes. 
7. What role does the mass media play in creating and reinforcing our gender identities?

