
Writer’s Workshop for the Common Core 

Session Guide #1 for Professional Development Teams 

 

Responding to 

Introduction 

Chapter 1: The Need for Writer’s Workshop to Work with Ease  

Chapter 2: The Common Core and Research Behind the Writing Cycle 

Chapter 3: A First Look at the Writing Cycle 

Chapter 4: Kindling Innate Abilities 

Chapter 5: The Difference the Writing Cycle Makes 
 

 

 

Before joining Professional Development Team (PDT) Session #1 

Write your response to these items in your journal. 

1. In two or three sentences, explain why many teachers find the teaching of writing so 

difficult. 

2. Describe the value of research outside of English language arts for the teaching of writing. 

3. What features of the Writing Cycle make the writing workshop work with ease for 

teachers and students alike? 

4. Describe the classroom experience in which you helped your students understand how 

voice, pictures and flow relate to their writing. 

5. Does the model classroom of chapter 5 paint a picture of what all classrooms could be? 

What do the data in the chapter indicate? 

 

Discussion questions for PDT Session #1 

1. In which group of teachers of writing do you fit? (chapters 1–2)  

2. Which research-based conclusions bring new insight to teaching writing? (chapter 2) 

3. Which features of the Writing Cycle seem inviting at first glance? Which do not?  

(chapter 3) 

4. What advantage is there in using voice, pictures and flow with student writers instead of 

style, ideas and organization? (chapter 4)  

5. How can you make the point that students still need to understand and use terms such as 

style, ideas and organization in discussions about writing? (chapter 4) 
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6. Explain the importance between know-about and know-how knowledge. (chapter 4) 

7. What benefit is there in students seeing themselves as voice writers, pictures writers or 

flow writers? (chapter 5) 

8. What do the action research data imply about the use of the Writing Cycle in teaching and 

learning to write? (chapter 5) 

 

Building a Professional Development Portfolio 

An important part of a professional development experience is documenting its benefits. For that 

we suggest a portfolio of artifacts related to your growth as a teacher who is comfortable helping 

students do revision. Suggestions for artifacts: 

 samples of student writing that show increased understanding of a course 

concept 

 examples of your own writing 

 a description of the ideal routine for working with students at each step of the 

writing process with accuracy and completeness 

 a description of the instructional tools and strategies that you rely on most often 

 a description of how you adapt tools and strategies from this book 

 a description of the tools and strategies you developed or discovered outside of 

this book 
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