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Table 3.1.1		Characteristic features of effective explanations
	[bookmark: ID75]Characteristic feature
	[bookmark: ID76]Sample question to ask yourself

	[bookmark: ID77]Clear structure
	[bookmark: ID78]Is the explanation structured in a logical way showing how each part links together?

	[bookmark: ID79]Key features identified
	[bookmark: ID80]What are the key points or essential elements pupils should understand?

	[bookmark: ID81]Dynamic opening
	[bookmark: ID82]What is the ‘tease’ or ‘hook’ used at the start?

	[bookmark: ID83]Clarity – using voice and body
	[bookmark: ID84]Can the voice or body be used for emphasis or to embellish certain points?

	[bookmark: ID85]Signposts
	[bookmark: ID86]Are there clear linguistic signposts to help pupils follow the sequence and understand the key points?

	[bookmark: ID87]Examples and non-examples
	[bookmark: ID88]Are there sufficient examples and non-examples to aid pupils’ understanding of a concept?

	[bookmark: ID89]Models and analogies
	[bookmark: ID90]What models might help pupils understand an abstract idea? Are there any analogies you could use? Will pupils understand the analogy? How might you help pupils identify the strengths and weaknesses of the analogy?

	[bookmark: ID91]Props
	[bookmark: ID92]What concrete and visual aids can be used to help pupils understand more?

	[bookmark: ID93]Questions
	[bookmark: ID94]Are there opportunities to check for pupils’ understanding at various points, to note and act on misconceptions or misunderstandings? Are there opportunities for pupils to rehearse their understanding?

	[bookmark: ID95]Connections to pupils’ experience
	[bookmark: ID96]Are there opportunities, particularly at the start, to check pupils’ prior knowledge of the subject and to link to their everyday experiences?

	[bookmark: ID97]Repetition
	[bookmark: ID98]Are there distinct moments in the explanation when key points that should be learned are repeated and emphasised?

	[bookmark: ID99]Humour
	[bookmark: ID100]When and how might it be appropriate to use humour?


[bookmark: ID101]	
[bookmark: ID102][bookmark: ID103]Source: Adapted from Department for Education and Skills (DfES) (2004, p.11)
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