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A5 Collecting ideas that interest you           

A5 Brief description 

This is a landscape template that allows you to record information that interests you. The 
template allows you to separate the ideas contained in the book from your own comments. 
 
The template has 2 narrower columns on the right hand side that you can use to follow a 
single idea when you want to. The template doesn’t have horizontal lines so that you can 
write as much or as little as you want for each idea. 

 

A5 Instructions 

If you keep notes from your reading in A4 ring binders and you use double-sided printing, 
choose ‘flip on the long edge’ for your printer settings. 
 
Draw a horizontal line after each idea to keep the ideas separate. 
 
Source: enter which book you are working with, or any other source of ideas that are 
interesting to you. Enter the date you start working with the book. Use different sheets for 
different books. 
 
Chapter, section, page and date: record the information for each insight you enter. The 
date when the information is recorded is often useful too. 
 
Summaries of ideas: briefly write what has attracted your attention; you don’t need to 
write in full if you have recorded where the ideas can be found. Put quote marks round any 
text that you copy word for word. 
 
How and/ or why the ideas interest you: describe how the ideas interest you. 
 
Note any theme or key words: note the main key words, or themes, in the fourth column. 
You will then be able to select the ideas that belong together without having to read all your 
notes. You will be able to work on one theme at a time as you explore further. 
 
Priorities: this column can be used to show the relative importance of the ideas or your 
priority for going further with this idea or any other way that you want to assess priority. 
 


