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‘They’ (etc.) is used for ‘she/he’ (etc.) in the absence of gender-neutral, 3rd person, singular pronouns. 
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G2 The functions of words    

G2 Brief description: 

This template is a sheet for working with some of the vocabulary of language.   
The vocabulary listed here is the function of words and the names of groups of words.   
The template could be useful while using language to express ideas in other subjects. 
 
Parts of speech are used as convenient labels.  Putting words into parts of speech is not 
helpful for dyslexic/ SpLD people because words can be moved between the categories, as 
shown in TEMPLATE G1: THE FUNCTIONS OF ‘ROUND AND OTHER WORDS’. 
 
The template is an A4 page. 
 

G2 Instructions:  

Let your student use this template when working on any aspect of language. 
 
Initial work: 
Select some text that is interesting to the student and in which the font is not too small    
nor the layout too cramped. 
 
Choose a different colour for each function. 
Underline the words or phrases that fulfil the different functions in the appropriate colours. 
Use the parts of speech terminology as long as your student keeps paying attention to the 

function. 
It can be useful to use the same text for each function, possibly having different copies of it. 
Do several demonstrations with discussion.  It is important to prevent misunderstandings 

becoming established. 
 
Start with the naming function.  Move on to the replacing function; and then describing. 

 

Discuss what is being named 
 what is being replaced 
 what is being described. 
 
Depending on the student’s questions and interests, choose to identify 

relationships  
verbs making the group of words into a statement, question or command. 

 

Discuss the relationship and what it is between. 
When identifying verbs, find the subject as well. 
 
The skill from this approach is recognising how words work together so that the building 
blocks of language can be used to assist reading. 

  


