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This route covers attitudes and approaches for working with young children.  It is relevant to 
assessment and research. 
 
Flow diagram of the route 

 
 
Verbal version of the route 
The route about teaching younger children covers: 

 consideration of the child(ren) 

 skills and techniques to teach  

 dyslexia/ SpLD issues 

 everyday life issues that children may gradually face. 
 
Annotated reading list 

In Book 1  and Book 2  the reader, ‘you’, is a dyslexic/ SpLD person.  For anyone alongside a 
dyslexic/ SpLD person, these books include ideas you can explore with the person you are 
alongside. 

In Book 3  and Book 4  the reader, ‘you’ is someone alongside a dyslexic/ SpLD person.  The 
reader may or may not be also dyslexic/ SpLD. 

TEMPLATES suggested for this route are H2, H4 and H5. 
 
Use the ideas in COLLATING INFORMATION to keep track of what you read.   

Teaching approaches 

FINDING OUT HOW YOUR PUPIL THINKS WELL AND WHAT MOTIVATES HIM, Book 4  p165-168 

OBJECTIVE OBSERVATION, §2.7 in APPENDIX 3: KEY CONCEPTS  
objective observation is key to seeing and listening to what a child is telling you through how they 

respond to your teaching  

WHERE TO START, Book 3  p144 
you have to find out what will catch the interest of the child and so enable them to learn 

MISUNDERSTANDINGS IN DIALOGUE, Book 3  p113-118 
be aware of the many different ways ideas can be internalised; ask how the child is thinking 
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MAJOR PRECAUTION, §3 in USEFUL PREFACE  
it is so important to avoid the beginnings of learning being confused by the effects of dyslexia/ 

SpLD 

ADAPTATIONS FOR CHILDREN, Book 4  p145-153, 158-174, 179-189 
sections of the chapter relevant to supporting an individual child 

ADAPTATIONS FOR CHILDREN, Book 4  p176-190 
sections of the chapter relevant to a whole school approach 
 

Skills beyond basic literacy 

TECHNIQUES TO ASSIST USING YOUR MIND, Book 1  p151-171 

COGNITION, AWARENESS, Book 1  p172- 177 

COMPREHENSION, Book 3  p162-166,  
comprehension can be aided by knowing the structure of the ideas and by active processing 

ELEMENTS OF SKILLED THINKING, Book 3  p169-174 
the earlier these skills are taught, the more skilled children will be with their thinking 
 

Dyslexic/ SpLD issues 

INSIGHT: PARK PATHS AND PRUNING NEURONS, in CONTEXT of USEFUL PREFACE ; read the two paragraphs 
before the insight box, which may mean turning back a page 

an analogy for the development of dyslexia/ SpLD showing the importance of the early stages of 
learning 

ADDENDUM: A ROLE FOR NEURONS, Book 1  p365-377 
a hypothesis that answers outstanding questions about dyslexia/ SpLD 

WHAT GOES WRONG, Book 4  p86-138 
this chapter looks at description, behaviours and experiences of dyslexia. dyspraxia, AD(H)D and 

dyscalculia 

NO CURE, PLEASE START EARLY, Book 4  p42-79 
the impact of dyslexia/ SpLD in adult life when the problems have not been recognised and 

addressed in childhood 

ORGANISATION AND EVERYDAY LIFE WITH DYSLEXIA AND OTHER SPLDS, Book 2  
it is worth scanning this book for ideas about areas that children might encounter as they become 

more in charge of their own lives 
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The INDIRECT COMMUNICATION route will also be helpful for preparing materials. 
 
The most useful check-lists for anyone using this route are TEMPLATE H2: CHECK-LIST ABOUT THE 

GENERAL BACKGROUND, TEMPLATE H4: CHECK-LIST FOR DIRECT SUPPORT and TEMPLATE H5: CHECK-LIST 

FOR GENERAL TEACHING.  
Researchers and assessors can also use TEMPLATE H1: CHECK-LIST FOR RESEARCHERS AND ASSESSORS. 

 
Outcomes: 

 Skills and knowledge:  

o objective observation: why it is important and how to use it 

o understanding and addressing he individual needs of dyslexic/ SpLD learners 

o readiness to teach thinking skills 

o recognition that dyslexia/ SpLD have a wide impact beyond learning.  

 Benefits:  

o children learn well 

o less class disruption from dissatisfied learners. 

 Potential possibilities: 

o the behaviours associated with dyslexia/ SpLD do not have a limiting affect 
on children’s learning and everyday life 

o ‘at risk’ children avoid developing most dyslexic/ SpLD difficulties in their 
learning 

o confident children who know how they learn best and can deliberately 
switch to their best learning whenever they need to. 


