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This route covers some basic issues about dyslexia/ SpLD and the impact these syndromes have on 
the everyday lives of dyslexic/ SpLD people. 
 
Flow diagram of the route 

 
 
Verbal version of the route 
The route for general interest covers: 

 why knowing about dyslexia/ SpLD is important 

 what goes wrong 

 what can go right 

 understanding that generally helps. 
 
Annotated reading list 

In Book 1  and Book 2  the reader, ‘you’, is a dyslexic/ SpLD person.  For anyone alongside a 
dyslexic/ SpLD person, these books include ideas you can explore with the person you are 
alongside. 

In Book 3  and Book 4  the reader, ‘you’ is someone alongside a dyslexic/ SpLD person.  The 
reader may or may not be also dyslexic/ SpLD. 

 
TEMPLATE suggested for this route is H2. 
 
Use the ideas in COLLATING INFORMATION to keep track of what you read.   
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Why it is important to know about dyslexia/ SpLD:  

B1: NON-DYSLEXIC/ SPLD PEOPLE, Book 1  p16-17 
outlines the wider context of dyslexia/ SpLD in everyone’s lives. 

MISUNDERSTANDINGS IN DIALOGUE, Book 3  p113-118 
examples of how misunderstandings come about. 

INSIGHT: PARK PATHS AND PRUNING NEURONS, in CONTEXT of USEFUL PREFACE ; read the two paragraphs 
before the insight box, which may mean turning back a page 

an analogy for the lived experience of dyslexia/ SpLD 

ADDENDUM: A ROLE FOR NEURONS, Book 1  p365-377   
a hypothesis showing how neurons firing or not firing together explains many of the outstanding 

questions about dyslexia 

PHILOSOPHY OF THE SERIES, information box near the beginning of USEFUL PREFACE  
a general willingness to recognise ‘at risk’ children will minimise the problems of dyslexia/ SpLD 

and enhance their chances of fulfilling their potential 
 

What goes wrong: 

NO CURE, PLEASE START EARLY, Book 4  p42-79  
discusses the ongoing effects of dyslexia/ SpLD in adult life. 

EXAMPLES OF WHAT CAN GO WRONG, Book 2  p42-49 
shows ways in which everyday life is impacted by dyslexia/ SpLD. 

TIME AND TIME MANAGEMENT, Book 2  p87-103  
shows ways in which time can impact everyday life for dyslexia/ SpLD. 

SPACE, PLACE AND DIRECTION, Book 2  p108-120  
shows ways in which space, place and direction can impact everyday life for dyslexia/ SpLD. 

WHAT GOES WRONG, Book 4  p86-138 
looks at the effects of the four different specific learning difficulties covered in this series.  It ends 

with a table, p133-138, which lists the various stories and indicates the issues for which 
they are examples 

DRIVING, Book 3  p480-490 
discusses some dyslexic/ SpLD experiences when driving. 

RELEVANCE OF IDEAS [FROM PSYCHOLOGY AND PHYSIOLOGY] TO DYSLEXIA/ SPLD, Book 1  p120-136; 

you may need to read first A LITTLE PSYCHOLOGY, Book 1  p103-120     
worth reading to appreciate a wider context for dyslexia/ SpLD and the workings of the mind 
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What can go right: 

STORY: OTHERS USING A SYSTEM ESSENTIAL TO A DYSLEXIC, Book 2  p51 
an example of ways in which dyslexic/ SpLD people bring solutions to other people 

THINKING PREFERENCES, Book 1  p192-251, and THINKING CLEARLY, Book1  p257-298 
a range of thinking processes that dyslexic/ SpLD use to good effect and skills for them to maintain 

good thinking; you can use the information boxes (dark blue) to see what options exist and 
delve into the text when you want more detail 

TECHNIQUES TO ASSIST USING YOUR MIND, Book 1  p151-172 p172- 
once learnt, these skills can be used by dyslexic/ SpLD people  

INDIVIDUAL, PERSONAL PROFILE OF DYSLEXIA/ SPLD, Book 1  p64-71  

and REGIME FOR MANAGING DYSLEXIA/ SPLD, Book 1  p71-84  
when dyslexic/ SpLD people know how the syndrome affects them and what strategies they can 

use well, they can manage the dyslexia/ SpLD and live confidently 

 
Understanding that generally helps: 

ACCOMMODATION IN EVERYDAY LIFE, Book 3  p130 
a brief summary of attitudes that allow dyslexic/ SpLD people to be understood and given the 

opportunity to contribute to their best ability. 

GENERAL PUBLIC (in Dialogue), Book 3  p111 
contains a list of dyslexic-/ SpLD-friendly approaches 

METHODS FOR OBSERVING, Book 1  p55-63 
having an open, objective mind when sorting out differences caused by dyslexia/ SpLD is a fast 

way to ease any difficulties. 

MAJOR PRECAUTION, §3 USEFUL PREFACE  
acceptance of this precaution can help dyslexic/ SpLD people when dealing with new situations 

and new learning. 

MODEL OF LEARNING, Book 1  p178-187 
this model is useful if you are in a position to impart knowledge or skills to dyslexic/ SpLD or give 

them feedback. 
 

The route about INDIRECT COMMUNICATION may also be relevant to you. 
 
TEMPLATE H2: CHECK-LIST ABOUT THE GENERAL BACKGROUND can help you reflect on your general 

understanding of the issues involved, where you still have questions and what else you 
would like to know. 
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Outcomes: 

 Skills and knowledge:  

o A greater knowledge of the wide-range of impacts of dyslexia/ SpLD. 

o An ability to observe objectively, without expecting everyone to be the 
same. 

 Benefits:  

o Dyslexic/ SpLD people are more understood; their ways of doing things are 
acceptable. 

o Relations and communication between dyslexic/ SpLD people and non-
dyslexic/ SpLD people have fewer misunderstandings caused by the impact 
of the syndromes. 

 Potential possibilities: 

o The cost effectiveness of dealing with dyslexia/ SpLD early is recognised and 
has public support. 

o Dyslexia/ SpLD are accepted as just part of life and aren’t anything that 
needs to be hidden. 

o Dyslexia/ SpLD are syndromes that can be catered for without fuss.  
 


