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Why digital 
learning?

With current travel restrictions, all Kaplan Pathways colleges 
in the UK are temporarily running classes and other learning 
sessions online, in line with the policy at each college’s 
partner university.

So in the current situation, students will start their pathway 
course online, but then move to face-to-face learning in the 
UK when restrictions end.

We’re complying fully with UK guidelines, and working 
closely with the UK government to ensure that students who 
start their studies online stay within visa regulations. We’ll 
also guide you on this important process.

At Kaplan, we have great experience in higher education 
digital learning, and we are well placed to make this 
temporary change to our teaching.

We will continue to monitor the travel situation, but now is 
an ideal time to start your pathway course online, without 
delaying your route to university.

With Kaplan, you can begin your studies online with 
confidence, and still follow your path to your university 
degree.



Why digital learning with Kaplan?

14 years of digital expertise
Kaplan has extensive experience of delivering 
online undergraduate an postgraduate degrees 

through Kaplan Open Learning

80+ years of history
Since we began in 1938, Kaplan has 
established a great track record of 

adapting to change, and of finding effective 
education solutions for students worldwide

Study wherever you are
Kaplan Open Learning currently 
teaches students from more than
170 countries around the world,
so digital learning is truly global 

“I feel like I’m part of a community, and even 
though we’re miles away from the staff, 
they’re always willing and able to help 

with any issues or questions.

I wish I had started my degree years ago!”

Aisha from UAE, studied an MBA online 
with Kaplan Open Learning



Admissions process: apply with confidence 
We know you might have questions about the application and admissions process for 
digital learning. Our key message is: you can still apply now and start soon!

If your education institution and / or IELTS test centre is closed, we can consider:
– Historical academic transcripts and other indicative documents from your school / 

university if you don’t have your latest full transcript for the current year 

– Equivalent English language test scores to UKVI IELTS, including:
– Duolingo
– IELTS General or Academic (UKVI or non-UKVI)
– KITE
– LanguageCert
– PTE (Pearson Test of English)
– TOEFL iBT

Our expert staff can give you more details and help you with your application. In addition, you 
won’t need a CAS (Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies) to start your pathway course online. 

Before you come to the UK for face-to-face learning, you’ll need latest academic transcripts plus a 
UKVI-recognised English Language Test score for your situation and college, then obtain your CAS 
and student visa, but you can get ahead by starting online, and contact us for more information.

Meet entry requirements 
for digital learning

Accept your offer and 
start digital learning 

Meet entry requirements 
for face-to-face learning

Get your visa and come to 
the UK to finish your course

Progress to your degree 
on time as originally planned

Apply now to start your 
pathway course online



Course registration and induction
As your course start date approaches, your college will 
send you a registration form to complete. The process is 
simple – just complete and send the form online. We’ll then 
take care of the rest.

Once you are registered, we will set up a video call with 
you to go through all the information you’ll need before 
your pathway course begins. This includes:
– Taking you through the set-up process for the online 

learning platforms you’ll be using. 
– Important dates and other information you’ll need, so you 

can start planning your study time.
– A welcome talk from your College Director, who may also 

give you a virtual tour of your university and city.
– Activities to welcome you to the college community 

Before that happens, let’s show you more about how 
digital learning works on your pathway course.



What 
equipment 
do I need?
It doesn’t take much to fully engage with your 
course online. You just need:

– A laptop or desktop computer with camera 
and microphone 

– Reliable internet access
– A headset 
– An environment suitable for effective study 

without distractions 

It also helps to get into a routine so that your 
study timetable fits naturally (more on that later)

Nice and easy – now you’re ready to go!



How will I access 
my course online?

There are multiple platforms that we will be using to 
allow you to quickly and easily access learning materials 
online from home.

Typically, these platforms include your dedicated Virtual 
Learning Environment (VLE) for your college, as well as 
online collaboration and video systems (which could be 
Zoom and / or Microsoft Teams), plus email.

In some cases, you might use the learning platform of your 
college’s partner university, such as Blackboard.

In all cases, we’ll help you get set up!



What will my digital learning look like? 
Your learning will be of 2 main types:

Synchronous sessions (during UK teaching hours)
This is when you, your teacher, and usually also your 
classmates, are present at the same time. For example:
– Live video lectures and seminars
– Real-time interactive discussions with your tutor and 

other students
– Individual live tutorials
– One-to-one calls with your Learning Adviser

Asynchronous sessions (in your own time)
Here, you could participate at a different time from others, 
and have some flexibility in when you study online, such as: 
– Recorded lectures, from which you then answer questions
– Completing tasks / assignments on the VLE or equivalent
– Your own research and background reading
– Email / instant messaging conversations and collaboration



How we’ll help you succeed on your course
We have many ways to check you’re on the right path to your degree. 
This includes helping you succeed in your studies online, and giving 
you all the accompanying support you need.

For example, video calls will allow your teachers to see you during 
live sessions, and teaching staff will check that you are 
understanding key concepts and keeping up with your studies. 

In addition, on the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) or equivalent, 
teachers can see when you take part in or finish a task.

Also, our experienced Learning Advisers will work with you to help 
ensure you are on track and making good progress.  

Outside of your studies, your College Services team will be there to 
support you. They’ll help you to have fun and meet other students, 
and organise activities for you to get involved in college life.

Our great teaching and support, combined with your hard work 
and commitment, will help you get the best learning experience.



Sample timetable
Let’s help you picture a typical week. You would be expected to engage with your tutors through live sessions from Monday to Friday 
during UK teaching hours. Don’t worry – there are no synchronous classes on Saturdays and Sundays!

Typically, you’ll also need to do an additional 2 hours per day (including weekends) of your own study and asynchronous learning. 
This will help you get the most out of your pathway course online.

To help you imagine that more clearly, here’s a sample schedule. Remember that these are example modules – exactly what you study 
depends on your pathway course and university degree. Hours shown are UK time, so you’ll need to fit your schedule around this.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
09:00 – 11:00

Entrepreneurship 
(live session)

09:00 – 11:00
Mathematics
(live session)

09:00 – 11:00
Extended Project

(live session)

09:00 – 11:00
English for Academic 

Purposes (live session)

09:00 – 11:00
Extended Project

(live session)

2 hours of 
self-study + 

asynchronous 
learning in 

your own time

2 hours of 
self-study + 

asynchronous 
learning in 

your own time

11:00 – 12:00
Break

11:00 – 12:00
Break

11:00 – 12:00
Break

11:00 – 12:00
Break

11:00 – 12:00
Break

12:00 – 14:00
English for Academic 

Purposes (live session)

12:00 – 14:00
Business Organisations and 
Management (live session)

12:00 – 14:00
Entrepreneurship

(live session)

12:00 – 14:00
Business Organisations and 
Management (live session)

12:00 – 14:00
Mathematics 
(live session)

Rest of the day
2 hours of self-study + 
asynchronous learning 

in your own time

Rest of the day
2 hours of self-study + 
asynchronous learning 

in your own time

Rest of the day
2 hours of 

self-study + 
asynchronous 

learning in your 
own time

Rest of the day
2 hours of self-study + 
asynchronous learning 

in your own time

Rest of the day
2 hours of 

self-study + 
asynchronous 

learning in your 
own time



Will I meet 
other students?

Yes!
Many of the timetabled sessions will be with other 
students in your class, and you will have situations 
where you need to communicate with them through 
online platforms to collaborate on projects and 
tasks. 

There will also be opportunities to ‘meet’ students 
socially through a range of online activities 
including quizzes, clubs and games.

It’s a great way to connect and make friends 
with students from all around the world.



Assessments while you study online 
Your teachers will set you a range of tasks and 
assessments and continually provide feedback. This will 
help you to make progress during your pathway course. 

Your digital learning assessments will include a mix of 
essays, projects, open-book exams (during which you 
may refer to your study materials), audio and video 
submissions, plus live questions and answer sessions with 
your tutors. 

Your college will send you the schedule for these 
assessments, along with clear instructions for how to 
upload these to meet important deadlines. 

We’ll do everything we can to ensure you’re staying on 
your path to your degree. 



Progressing to university

By starting your pathway course online soon, instead of waiting for 
face-to-face teaching to start again, you can progress to university as 
soon as possible.

With digital learning, we will follow original course term dates as 
much as we can, which means you can be confident that you won’t 
lose any time.

We have excellent progression rates to our UK partner universities. 
They fully recognise our digital learning pathway courses, and will 
be understanding of individual students’ circumstances, so that as 
many students as possible can be accepted on to their degrees.

We are committed to helping you succeed on your pathway 
course and progress on to your university degree as planned. 
By studying online, you can still finish on time. 



Find out more

In the coming weeks, we’ll be publishing 
additional information about digital learning, 

so please check our website for updates.

For now, if you have more questions, 
contact us and we’ll be happy to help.

kaplanpathways.com/contact

https://www.kaplanpathways.com/contact/

