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Welcome to MPW

Dear partner,

It is my pleasure to welcome you to MPW, one of the UK’s leading 
� fth and sixth-form college groups. 

MPW was founded in 1973 by Robert Woodward, Rodney Portman 
and Nicholas Mander (graduates of the University of Cambridge) with 
the aim of applying University of Cambridge-style tutorial teaching to 
school age students. 

Nearly 50 years later, MPW has become one of the best-known and 
well-respected independent college groups in the UK with three 
colleges in the heart of London, Birmingham and Cambridge.

In this guide, you will discover all the qualities that set an MPW 
education apart and the information you need to advise your students.

We look forward to working with you.
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1200+  
students

Working with Agents
MPW is an established and well-respected educational provider that works with selected agents 
around the world. MPW expects our agents to help recruit students in an honest, ethical and 
responsible manner. Places for international students are limited and we expect our agents to 
promote MPW and our programmes with integrity and accuracy. 

MPW agents will be assigned an account manager who will provide dedicated support for all 
student enquiries and registrations. Enquiries will be responded to within an agreed timeframe 
and agents in the network will have access to digital and print copies of all marketing collateral.  

In order for MPW to ful�l our obligations to our US-based parent company – and to help prevent 
money laundering and fraud - a World Check-One is required on all our agents. World Check-One 
(part of Thomson Reuters) is used by many international organisations to identify and manage 
�nancial, regulatory and reputational risk. In order to complete this check, we require basic 
background information on all the directors of our agents. 

Why MPW?

A levels, GCSE, University  
Foundation, Easter Revision

Top grades in government 
inspection reports

70% UK and 30% 
international students

Personal tutor system, 
supervising welfare and 

academic progress

Supervised accommodation 
within walking distance of 

each college

Specialist preparation for:

What agents can expect from MPW What MPW expects from our agents

A commitment to provide the best levels of 
support to both students and agents, through 
the provision of impartial advice on appropriate 
study plans for prospective students

Training and regular updates on educational 
opportunities for international students across 
the MPW group

Student applications processed ef�ciently and 
in a timely manner

Once enrolled in college, agents will have direct 
access to their students’ personal tutors - and 
senior staff - to allow for ease of communication 
regarding students’ progress and attendance

MPW courses and colleges to be promoted in 
an ethical and fair manner

To maintain a professional standard and         
conduct themselves in a way that does not 
damage MPW’s domestic and international 
reputation

To act in the students’ best interests at all times

To provide ongoing support throughout the    
recruitment and enrolment process, enabling 
ef�cient communication with parents/guardians 
of students

Regular communication on the admissions  
process and marketing updates

To support our International Admissions and 
Visa Compliance teams by providing complete, 
accurate and authentic student applications

Comprehensive annotated 
course materials written by 

MPW Tutors

Over 40 A level 
subjects

3 foundation 
programmes

450+  
staff

9:1 teacher  
pupil ratio

3 locations

Law 

Medicine 

Oxbridge 

Economics 

Art

Architecture

Engineering
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MPW London is located in South Kensington (Zone 1), 
one of the most exclusive and af� uent parts of the capital.

MPW London is just a few minutes’ walk from Hyde Park, 
Imperial College and many world-famous museums, including 
the Science Museum, the Natural History Museum and 
the Victoria & Albert Museum. 

GLOUCESTER 
ROAD STATION

SOUTH KENSINGTON 
STATION

NATURAL HISTORY 
MUSEUM

KENSINGTON 
GARDENS

NATURAL HISTORY NATURAL HISTORY 

SCIENCE 
MUSEUM

HARRODS
BELGRAVE 
SQUARE GARDEN

THE SERPENTINE

HYDE PARK

ROYAL 
COLLEGE

OF ART

IMPERIAL 
COLLEGE LONDON

KSS LIGHTFOOT HALL

ROYAL COLLEGE 
OF MUSIC

ST JAMES’S 
PARK

BUCKINGHAM 
PALACE

10 DOWNING 
STREET

BIG BEN

PALACE OF 
WESTMINSTER

TATE BRITAIN

SAATCHI GALLERY
MPW

ROYAL ROYAL 
COLLEGECOLLEGE

OF ARTOF ART

IMPERIAL IMPERIAL 
COLLEGE LONDONCOLLEGE LONDON

ROYAL COLLEGE ROYAL COLLEGE 
OF MUSICOF MUSIC

10 MINUTES

MPW London

• GCSE

• A level

• University of London 
International Foundation 
Programme

• Easter Revision

• MPW University 
Foundation Programme

• Pre-programme

• Art Portfolio Preparation 
Programme

How to � nd us

By air:
Heathrow – 15 miles

By Public Transport:
South Kensington/Gloucester Road – 5 mins walk
West Brompton Station – 18 mins walk | Victoria Station – 10 mins by tube or taxi

By car:
Accessible via the M4/A4, M40/A40 or from Central London. Parking available in 
Queen’s Gate and a public car park around the corner on Harrington Road.

Key attractions

• Hyde Park - 0.9 miles

• West� eld London - 2.3 miles

• West End - 3.2 miles 

• Southbank - 3.5 miles

� e teachers were caring, and the art department 
was great at encouraging us to reach our potential, 
they are patient and they care!
Clementina, from Spain. Achieved A*A*A* at A level. 
Now reading Theatre Design at Wimbledon College of Arts.
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Home to � ve universities and two university colleges, 
Birmingham is the UK’s second largest student city.

With a mixture of new architecture and historic Victorian 
buildings, Birmingham is an energetic and evolving city, with 
nearly 40% of the population under 25.

MPW Birmingham is situated on Green� eld Crescent, in the 
leafy suburb of Edgbaston. The college is a short walk from 
Five Ways train station and is close to the city centre and the 
University of Birmingham campus. MPW students have easy 
access to the full range of world class facilities that Birmingham 
has to offer. 

• GCSE

• A level

• NCUK International 
Foundation Year

• Pre-programme

• Easter Revision

ARENA 
BIRMINGHAM

CINEMA

BIRMINGHAM 
MUSEUM & ART 

GALLERY

EDGBASTON
RESERVOIR

SUMMERFIELD 
PARK

RAVENHURST 
PLAYING FIELDS

CINEMACINEMA

FIVE WAYS 
STATION

MPW

KSS GREENFIELD 
CRESCENT

BIRMINGHAM 
HOSPITAL

UNIVERSITY OF 
BIRMINGHAM

UNIVERSITY OF UNIVERSITY OF 

MPW Birmingham

How to � nd us

By air:
Birmingham – 10.5 miles

By Public Transport:
Birmingham New Street – 10 mins by taxi or 15 mins by bus 
Five Ways – 5 mins by taxi or 12 mins walk

By car:
Accessible via the M5, M42, A456 and A45. Pay and display parking is available 
in Green� eld Crescent.

Key attractions

• The Mailbox - 1.2 miles

• Chinese Quarter - 1.3 miles

• Bull Ring Shopping Centre - 1.6 miles

• Jewellery Quarter - 1.8 miles

I received great support from my tutors. � e weekly 
Timed Assignments were excellent in helping me track 
my progress and ensuring that I consistently pushed 
myself to get the grades I needed.
Harjan, from the UK. Achieved A*AA at A level. 
Now reading Medicine at the University of Nottingham.
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Cambridge is steeped in history – home to many beautiful 
museums and art galleries as well as the world-famous 
University of Cambridge (founded in 1209).

MPW Cambridge is located in the heart of the city, next 
door to the University of Cambridge Botanic Gardens as 
well as the University’s Engineering and Chemistry faculties. 
MPW is within a few minutes’ walk of many world famous 
university buildings, including King’s College and The 
Fitzwilliam Museum.

• GCSE

• A level

• Easter Revision

• NCUK International 
Foundation Year

• Pre-programme

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 
BOTANIC GARDEN

THE FITZWILLIAM MUSEUM

CAMBRIDGE 
STATION

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 

MPW
KSS MALTA 

ROAD

UNIVERSITY OF 
CAMBRIDGE

PARKER’S 
PIECE

EMMANUEL 
COLLEGE

PARKER’S PARKER’S DOWNING 
COLLEGE

EMMANUEL EMMANUEL 

DOWNING DOWNING 

GRAND ARCADE 
SHOPPING 

CAMBRIDGE UNI 
ENGINEERING DEPT. 

TRINITY COLLEGE

NEWNHAM 
COLLEGE

WOLFSON 
COLLEGE

PEMBROKE COLLEGE 
SPORTS GROUND

LEISURE 
PARK

KSS TRIPOS COURT

15 MINUTES

8 MINUTES

UNIVERSITY OF UNIVERSITY OF 
CAMBRIDGECAMBRIDGE

TRINITY COLLEGETRINITY COLLEGE

NEWNHAM NEWNHAM 
COLLEGECOLLEGE

WOLFSON WOLFSON 
COLLEGECOLLEGE

EMMANUEL EMMANUEL 
COLLEGECOLLEGE

COLLEGECOLLEGE
DOWNING DOWNING 

SHOPPING SHOPPING SHOPPING SHOPPING 

How to � nd us

By air:
London Stansted – 30 miles

By Public Transport:
Cambridge – 8 mins by taxi or 10 mins walk

By car:
Accessible via the A1, M11, A10, A14 or A428. Park and ride facilities are 
available at Madingley Road and Trumpington

Key attractions

• City Centre - 0.8 miles

• Corn Exchange - 0.7 miles

• Cambridge Botanic Garden - 0.3 miles

• Coleridge Recreation Ground - 1.4 miles

MPW Cambridge

Outstanding was how I would describe the reaction 
of MPW to the Covid-19 lockdown. Even though the 
exams were cancelled, the high teaching quality and the 
challenging assessments helped me to continue improving.
Paul, from Italy. Achieved A*A*A* at A level. 
Now reading Mathematics at the University of Warwick.
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Subjects and Exam Boards

Subject

Ancient History

Art

Biology

Business

Ceramics

Chemistry

Classical Civilisation

Computer Science

Economics

English Language

English Language and Literature

English Literature

Film Studies

French

Further Mathematics

Geography

German

London Birmingham Cambridge Exam Board

Graphic Communication

Accounting

Government and Politics

Chinese

Subject

History of Art

Italian

Latin

Law

Mathematics

Media Studies

Music

Philosophy

Photography

Physics

Politics

Psychology

Portuguese

Religious Studies

Russian

Sociology

Spanish

Textiles

London Birmingham Cambridge Exam Board

Theatre Studies

Modern Greek

Greek

History

A level

AQA

OCR

WJEC / AQA / OCR

OCR / AQA

AQA / CIE

WJEC

OCR / AQA

Pearson

OCR

OCR / AQA

Pearson

On Request / AQA

OCR / AQA

WJEC

AQA /Pearson

CIE / AQA / OCR

Pearson

AQA

Pearson

WJEC

OCR

CIE / AQA

Pearson

Pearson

OCR

OCR / AQA

WJEC

Pearson

Pearson

Pearson

AQA

WJEC 

OCR / AQA

AQA / Pearson

AQA / Pearson

Pearson

OCR / Pearson

Pearson

AQA

AQA

On Request

WJEC

AQA

Courses subject to change

London Birmingham Cambridge
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Subjects and Exam Boards

Subject

Biology

Business

Chemistry

Computer Science

Economics

English Language

Drama

English Literature

French

Geography

German

London Birmingham Cambridge Exam Board

History

Graphic Design

Art

GCSE / IGCSE

Pearson / AQA

OCR / AQA

OCR

CIE / AQA / OCR

Eduqas

Pearson / OCR

CIE / Pearson / AQA 

CIE / Pearson / AQA

Pearson / OCR

AQA / OCR / Pearson

CIE / AQA

AQA

OCR

CIE 

Pearson

Pearson

On Request

Italian

Latin

Mathematics

Chinese

Music

Media Studies

Subject

Physics

Psychology

Religious Studies

Russian

Science Double Award (Biology)

Sociology

Science Double Award (Chemistry)

Spanish

London Birmingham Cambridge

Science Double Award (Physics)

Textile Design

Three-Dimensional Design

Photography

*

*

*

*
*
*

*Available on one year programme only

Pearson / AQA

Pearson / AQA

Pearson / AQA

Pearson / AQA

Pearson / AQA

AQA

AQA

Pearson

Pearson

AQA

Pearson 

Pearson / AQA

Pearson

Pearson

Pearson

Pre-programme

Exam Board

Courses subject to change

London Birmingham Cambridge

• Suitable preparation for GCSE, A level, or university foundation

• 2 or 3 term programme

• Study split - approximately 60% English language (IELTS) and 40% subject-speci�c

• Access to a wide choice of subjects such as Maths, Biology and Business

• Assessed through internal testing only

Entry requirements

• Age 16+

• An IELTS score of 4.5 or above
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Foundation Programmes

Location

London

Cambridge

Birmingham

 UoL International 
Foundation Programme 

(IFP)

  

  

  

NCUK International 
Foundation Year

MPW University 
Foundation Programme 

(UFP)

  

  

  

  

  

  

Programme length 2 semesters 2 or 3 terms 2 or 3 terms  

Hours per week 30 21/28 21 

 Maximum students  
per class

14 14 14  

Start date September September or January September or January  

IELTS 6.0
5.5

(January start – 6.0)
5.5  

Fees £22,500

£18,900
(MPW Birmingham)

£20,850
(MPW Cambridge)

£25,500
(September start)

£18,200
(January start)  

 Guaranteed university 
entry

Awarding organisation University of London NCUK MPW

Personal tutors  

University preparation  
and UCAS advice

 

First-class facilities

Sports and extra  
curricular activities

Pathways

Business

Economics

Engineering

 UoL International 
Foundation Programme 

(IFP)

  

  

  

NCUK International 
Foundation Year

MPW University 
Foundation Programme 

(UFP)

  

  

  

  

  

  

Humanities

International Relations  

Law   

Mathematics and  
Statistics

  

Politics   

Pure Mathematics   

Science   

At MPW, we offer three foundation programmes:

• University of London International Foundation Programme

• NCUK International Foundation Year

• MPW University Foundation Programme

16



MPW is one of the only education groups in England where all the 
colleges have achieved the highest rating in all the areas of their 
respective inspection reports.

Inspection reports are independent assessments that provide essential 
detail on the overall effectiveness of a school or college. The inspectors 
look at a number of areas, including the quality of teaching, student 
behaviour and welfare, as well leadership and management.

MPW Birmingham, Outstanding 
February 2018 (OFSTED)

“ Pupils have extremely positive attitudes to learning due 
to the high quality of teaching and individual support they 
receive. They work hard and are determined to succeed. 
Behaviour in lessons and around the school is exemplary.”

MPW Cambridge, Outstanding 
November 2019 (OFSTED)

“ Pupils and sixth-form students say that Mander Portman 
Woodward (MPW) is ‘amazing’ and a great place to study. 
They know what they want to get out of their studies and are 
exceptionally well motivated to learn.”

MPW London, Excellent 
November 2013 (ISI)

“ The quality of the students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development is excellent. In line with the aims of the college, 
students are encouraged to develop con� dence, self-belief 
and self-discipline.”

Full reports available from www.mpw.ac.uk

Inspection Reports

100%

100%

100%

OUTSTANDING 
INSPECTION 

REPORTS

DIVERSE STUDENT 
BODY 

TOP 15% 

Over 80 nationalities represented with an 
average of 70% UK students across the 
colleges

All three MPW colleges are in 
top 15% of schools in England 
based on student progress 
from GCSE to A level

All three MPW colleges 
awarded top marks in 
government inspections
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Student Nationality Mix

Key

Percentage of students
2%< - <70%
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MPW students are diverse and friendly, and most take full advantage of the wide range 
of extracurricular activities and projects on offer. 

These activities help to develop students’ intellectual, sporting and cultural interests – and to 
make new friends outside the classroom. 

Sport

MPW recognises the bene�ts of sport and an active lifestyle. Sports on offer include rugby, 
football, tennis, PE, running, badminton, golf, yoga and more.

Arts and Drama

There are numerous opportunities for students to engage with their creative side. These include 
taking part in drawing, ceramics, photography and drama clubs.

Enrichment and Extracurricular

University and careers

From UCAS Week and Principal’s lectures, to support in applying to Oxbridge and medical 
schools, there are a variety of initiatives to support students in preparing for university and life 
beyond.

Other activities

There are a host of exciting activities on offer across all three colleges. Some of the many 
options include debating societies, music, languages, social enterprise, creative writing and 
travel scholarships.

Visit our website to view the latest on student life at London, Birmingham and Cambridge.
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Results and 
Destinations 2020

7

5

Over 2 /3 of offers from
RUSSELL GROUP, 

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
and specialist universities

A
ll 

to
p 20 UK universities

made offers to 
MPW STUDENTS

MPW has a highly consistent record of exam results over many years and 
across all three of our colleges. This year, once again the most commonly 
achieved A level result across the whole of MPW is A*/A. In 2020, 25% of 
UK placements were at top 10 universities*.

80%

5

57%

80%

52%

80%

*2021 Times Higher Education UK University Rankings

80%25%
A* - B

A*- A

9-7 (A*-A)

MPW students who 
progressed to top 
10 UK universities*

Oxbridge, Medicine, 
Dentistry and Veterinary 
School Placements

Students who progressed 
to Russell Group, 
UoL and specialist 

universities

70%

A levels GCSE
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Key Dates 2021/22 How to Apply

A highly signi�cant factor in 
the students’ progress is their 
excellent attitude to work, to 
their tutors and to the college.
ISI Inspection Report

In order to submit an application for a  
student, please complete the International 
Online Application Form on our website.

Be sure to attach the following documents at 
the end of the form in the indicated section:

• Copy of passport and any previous  
UK visa(s)

• Copy of any English language quali�cations

• Copies of previous school quali�cations/ 
reports/transcripts

Once received, we will review the documents 
and arrange for an interview with a senior 
member of MPW staff. During the interview 
we will offer expert and honest advice on 
programme/subject selection and making a 
competitive university application.

Students may be required to sit an English or 
Maths test depending on their quali�cations 
and the course they are applying for. 

Interviews may take place at an MPW college, 
in-country when we are visiting the region or 
via Skype.

Decisions on applications are usually made 
within one week.

If a place has been offered, please arrange 
for the registration form to be completed and 
returned to us, along with parental consent 
form, health questionnaire and registration fee 
(£350) to guarantee a place.

Students need to arrange for the deposit 
to be paid as described in the offer. If the 
student requires a visa, a Con�rmation of 
Acceptance for Studies (CAS) will be issued 
once the deposit, registration fee and form 
have been received (we are not able to issue 
a CAS more than 6 months before the course 
start date).

Fees schedule
In addition to the deposit payment, students 
need to make sure that their tuition fees are 
paid before the start of each academic term 
(or annually in advance).

MPW London MPW Birmingham MPW Cambridge

Autumn term

Induction
Wednesday  

8th September
Friday  

10th September
Thursday  

9th September

Term starts
Monday 13th  
September

Monday 13th  
September

Monday 13th  
September

Half term
Monday 25th October to 

Friday 29th October

Monday 25th October to 

Friday 29th October

Monday 25th October to 

Friday 29th October

Term ends Friday 17th December Friday 17th December Friday 17th December

Spring term

Induction Wednesday 5th January Wednesday 5th January Wednesday 5th January

Term starts Wednesday 5th January Wednesday 5th January Wednesday 5th January

Half term
Monday 14th February 

to Friday 18th February

Monday 21st February  

to Friday 25th February

Monday 14th February  

to Friday 18th February

Term ends Friday 25th March Friday 25th March Friday 25th March

Summer term

Term starts Monday 18th April Monday 18th April Monday 18th April

Term ends Friday 10th June* Friday 10th June* Friday 10th June*

Easter revision

April Week 1:  
28 March - 1 April

Week 2:  
4 - 8 April

Week 3:  
11 -15 April

* Year 10 will also continue until Friday 17th June 2022
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Entry Requirements and  
Entrance Tests 

Certain subjects at A level may require a higher score in writing / reading (for example, English 
Literature, History, Geography). This will be discussed with the student during interview.

Students will attend additional IELTS lessons until they achieve a minimum overall 6.5, with a 
minimum 6.5 in writing. The college reserves the right to increase the exit score to 7 or higher 
for students aspiring to certain universities / degree programmes that may require a higher 
IELTS entry level. 

Tests

Students applying to study A level Maths or University of London International Foundation 
Programme may be asked to take our internal test if there is insuf�cient evidence of prior 
attainment at a recognised level (eg GCSE Maths grade 8). 

We accept TOEFL, Pearson PTE and Cambridge quali�cations as well as IGCSE at C or above. 
Students who do not have a recognised English language quali�cation will sit our own test. 
In certain circumstances, we may then ask you to sit an approved English language test in 
addition to our own test before an offer of a place can be made.

All tests are to be taken under strict exam conditions – it is the agent’s responsibility to make 
sure that the student follows the instructions provided and to ensure that the integrity of test 
has not been compromised.

Visa Process
All three MPW colleges are on the Home 
Of�ce Register of Licensed Sponsors for the 
Child Student Visa and Student Visa. 

MPW produces detailed guidance notes to 
support students who need a visa. MPW 
International Student Immigration Help Guides 
are available from the international team – and 
our Head of Visa Compliance will be able 
to help with any questions regarding your 
student’s application. 

Student Child visas are aimed at students 
who are aged 17 years of age or under at the 
start of the course. Depending on the course 
of study, your students may need to apply for 
a Student visa even if they are 17 at the start 
of the course (for example if they are studying 
a Foundation Programme). 

If a student turns 18 whilst on a Student Child 
visa, they can continue to study on their course 
until the visa expires. If they then need to apply 
for a new visa, they will need to apply for a 
Student visa, should their time limit allow it.

Con�rmation of Acceptance for      
Studies (CAS)
In advance of providing a CAS for your 
student’s visa application, we will produce a 
draft CAS to make sure that all the necessary 
documentation is ready. This will include – 

• Passport

• Previous UK visas (if applicable)

• Registration form

• Quali�cations in English or with certi�ed 
translation, stamped and signed  
(if overseas quali�cations)

• English language (IELTS for UKVI,  
if required)

• Parental consent 

• Further documents for under 16 years  
old students will also be required

We are unable to send the CAS until six 
months before the start of the course. This 
is to ensure that students don’t apply too 
early and therefore have their visa refused. 
Applicants must write the CAS number in the 
appropriate �eld on the visa application form, 
so the Home Of�ce can check to make sure 
the student holds an unconditional offer with 
us, as well as enter the correct ACL code 
(provided in guidelines documentation) in 
order for the school to receive their Biometric 
Residence Permit (BRP) for checking and 
handing it over to the student.

Two-year and 18-month GCSE

Two-year A level

IELTS

One-year GCSE

18-month A level

Course

6.0 (No element less than 5.5)

One-year A level

5.5 (No element less than 5.0)

5.5 (No element less than 5.0)

5.5 / 6.0 (No element less than 5.0)

6.0 (Minimum 6 writing, no element less than 5.5)

UFP (Sep start)

UFP (Jan start)

NCUK

Pre-programme

Art Portfolio Preparation Programme

5.0 (No element less than 4.5)

5.5 (No element less than 5.0)

5.5 (No element less than 5.0)*

4.5 (No element less than 4.0)

5.5 (Minimum 5.5 writing, no element less than 5)

6.0 (Minimum 6 writing, no element less than 5.5)IFP

* January start: 6.0 (No element less than 5.5). Highly academically quali�ed students with an overall IELTS of 5.5 will be considered on an individual basis
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Private fostering
We are unable to accept any student under 
the age of 16 into our residences. Students 
whose 16th birthday falls in September may 
choose to delay the start of their course at 
MPW until they have turned 16.

Alternatively, we recommend the use of      
appropriate AEGIS accredited guardianship 
agencies who can provide private fostering / 
home-stay services for younger students.

Accommodation licences in KSS residences 
run from September to June (exact dates to 
be provided).

Fee schedule
50% of the accomodation fee is due at time 
of booking and the other 50% before the start 
of the accomodation period.

Fees Kensington Student Services 
(KSS)
www.kss.co.uk

accommodation@kss.co.uk

+44 (0)20 7244 1960

KSS is an independent company, wholly 
owned by MPW. KSS operates a variety of 
sites in London, Birmingham and Cambridge, 
offering supervised residential options to 
international students aged 16 plus. All sites 
are within easy reach of MPW colleges and 
have residential staff on site 24 hours a day. 

If a student is visiting MPW for a tour or 
interview, we can also arrange a visit to KSS 
accommodation. Please make sure to request 
this in advance of the visit to MPW. 

Electronic copies of the KSS brochure are 
available from the website – print copies are 
also available on request.

If you have a student who is registering for 
a course at MPW and requires supervised 
accommodation, please ensure that this is 
clearly marked on their MPW registration 
form. KSS will then provide more detailed 
information on accommodation options that 
are available and can answer any questions 
you may have. KSS application forms are 
available online.

* Additional fees apply for exams, please contact us to find out more.

** If KSS Accommodation is no longer available, information on suitable alternatives will be provided.

MPW 
London

MPW 
Birmingham

MPW 
Cambridge

Courses (per year)*
A levels (2-year course) £32,400 £23,400 £26,400 

A levels (1-year course) £33,900 £25,200 £29,700 

GCSE £32,400 £23,400 £26,400 

Pre-programmes £32,400 £23,400 £26,400

Art Portfolio Preparation Programme £25,800 – –

NCUK International Foundation Year – £18,900 £20,850 

NCUK International Foundation Year  
January start

– £18,900 –

International Foundation Programme £22,500 – –

MPW University Foundation Programme £25,800 – –

Other Fees
Registration fee £350 £350 £350

IELTS (per term) £2,000 £1,750 £2,000

Deposits
Deposits are payable upon registration and 
used as payment towards �nal fees

£10,000 £8,000 £9,000

Accommodation 

KSS**
£19,950 to 

£20,750
£12,000 to 

£15,250
£12,000 to 

£15,950
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Guardianship Policy 

It is the policy of MPW, and most UK schools, that all international students must have an 
educational guardian for the duration of their studies. This is to ensure there is an independent 
adult - or company - to act on behalf of the child’s parents if they are not resident in the UK. 

The nominated guardian must meet the following minimum criteria:

• Permanent UK resident (ie UK passport holder or with leave to remain)

• Adult (over 25 years old)

• Fluent English speaker

• Available 24/7 in case of emergency

• Live within two hours’ drive of the college

• Able to provide the right level of support to the student 

The guardian’s details must be included on the MPW registration form and consent letter. We 
will contact the guardian before the start of term to ensure that they are fully aware of their 
responsibilities.

The guardian will be expected to give parental permission for:

• Weekend exeats 

• Consent for participation in extracurricular / social activities or trips

• Changing / altering academic course / subject

• Extended absence due to ill-health

• Support dealing with attendance problems in college

• Support with academic progress – e.g. to arrange supplementary lessons

• Arranging airport transfers on arrival / departure for each term of study, as required  

The guardian will also be expected to deal with emergency student situations, such as:

• Same day provision of appropriate emergency accommodation should the student 
be unable to remain in their residence (through ill-health) or to attend college (e.g. 
due to suspension)

• Immediate support for medical emergencies – e.g. visit and support the student in 
hospital; provide consent for medical procedures

If the nominated guardian is unable to ful�l the obligations as outlined above, MPW 
reserves the right to request that the services of an alternative (AEGIS accredited) 
guardian are sought.

If you require assistance appointing a suitable guardian for your student, MPW has 
formed a strategic partnership with Bright World. 

Bright World are able to provide high-quality guardianship services across  
all three MPW locations – as well as supporting students in KSS accommodation. 
Further information on Bright World – MPW services can be provided on request. 
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Finance and Administration Coordinator: Carol Kwok
carol.kwok@mpw.ac.uk 

MPW will pay commission (referred to as Commencement Commission in the agent agreement) 
on tuition fees received for all students that successful enrolled on their chosen course of study. 

Commission on all MPW courses (except Easter Revision) is as follows: 

• 15% of the net course fees actually received by MPW from the relevant student for the first 
year of study.

• 10% of the net course fees actually received by MPW from the relevant student for MPW for 
the second and any subsequent year of study. 

Commission on Easter Revision courses is 10% of the net course fees actually received by 
MPW for the Easter Revision course. 

Commission is calculated on the basis of the net tuition fees received by MPW. 

Payment of commission may be delayed or withheld if the relevant student has any outstanding 
debts owning to any company within the Mander Portman Woodward group.

Commission process
Once a student has enrolled in college agents can submit invoices to MPW. 

If a student is paying their tuition fees on a termly basis, commission can also  
be claimed termly.

If a student has paid their fees annually in advance, commission can be claimed in the Autumn 
for the first two academic terms. Commission on the final Summer term fees can be claimed in 
the Spring term.

Commission Marketing

Promotional materials 
MPW produces a wide range of promotional material showcasing our courses and colleges. 
Email to request digital or print copies of brochures and prospectuses.

International (English, Chinese, Russian)

Colleges

Foundation Programmes

KSS Accommodation

Oxbridge and Medical Programmes

Creative Arts

Getting into...guides
Written by experts with a wealth of knowledge, MPW’s Getting Into… guides give clear, 
practical advice to help students win a place on the course of their choice.

Social media
Agents, students and parents can get a fantastic insight into college life from MPW on social 
media. There are social channels dedicated to an international audience, as well as channels 
for each college.
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FAQs

How is a typical day structured for an international student at MPW?

Tuition takes place between 9am and 6pm on weekdays. One-year A level courses are 
based on six hours of tuition per subject per week and two-year courses are based on �ve 
hours in the lower sixth, increasing to six hours in the second year. 

Each student has their own bespoke timetable. They are registered for every lesson and will 
use their free time to complete assignments or meet with their Director of Studies/Personal 
Tutor. They can take advantage of college facilities but, provided they are making the 
requisite progress, they are not obliged to remain on the premises outside of lesson times. 
They are also encouraged to take part in the many social and enrichment activities on offer.

Are timed assessments the same in all three colleges?

Yes. Each college sets monthly revision tests and mock exams for each class at all levels as 
well as regular and additional timed assignments, ensuring that revision is a continuous and 
cumulative process throughout the course.

What other daily expenses do I need to budget for at MPW? 

Students staying in KSS accommodation live within walking distance of their college, so 
there is no need to budget for transport during the week. At KSS, breakfast is provided and 
each college has a café offering competitively priced sandwiches and paninis costing £2-3, 
with snacks and drinks under £1. Students in KSS can self-cater or can opt for a termly 
evening meal plan. Each college is centrally located with excellent local facilities for students 
to enjoy in the evenings and at weekends (cafes, museums, cinemas etc).

What are the sports facilities for students and where are they based?

Most activities, such as football, rugby or badminton, take place off-site at dedicated venues. 
There are a wide variety of sports on offer at each college.

How does the Director of Studies/Personal Tutor system work?

Every student is assigned a senior member of staff, a Director of Studies (DoS) or Personal 
Tutor, who guides them during their time at MPW. Their role is to supervise the academic 
progress, university applications and general welfare of a small group of students. They keep 
in frequent contact with subject tutors and parents and are able to devote much of their time 
to helping and encouraging the students under their care.

How many international students live in the accommodation?

There are approximately 80 students in London, 75 in Birmingham and 70 in Cambridge. 
Of these, the vast majority are international students, drawn from a wide range of countries, 
with the remainder coming from the UK. Accommodation is split according to gender. 
Twenty-four hour support and supervision is provided by live-in-residential assistants. Visit 
the KSS website for more information.

Where can I �nd more information about college policies?

You can request speci�c policies via our website for London, Birmingham and Cambridge.

What is the structure of the IELTS preparation course & who is eligible for it?

Students attending IELTS lessons receive �ve hours of group tuition per week. The lessons 
aim to cover three strands: speci�c IELTS test learning, practice and feedback; English 
language skills improvement based on a set course book; and more generic language 
activities ranging from discussions and role plays to reading/viewing and then discussing 
cultural/current affairs material. 

We identify students requiring English language support prior to admission, via interview and 
diagnostic tests where appropriate.

Agent Handbook 2021/2022 | 3736



London
90-92 Queen’s Gate 
London SW7 5AB

+44 (0)20 7835 1355

Birmingham
16-18 Greenfield Crescent 
Birmingham B15 3AU

+44 (0)121 454 9637

Cambridge
3-4 Brookside 
Cambridge CB2 1JE

+44 (0)1223 350158

/MPWInternational

/mpw_international

/mpwintl

/school/mander-portman-woodward-limited

www.mpw.ac.uk

international@mpw.ac.uk

+44 (0)20 7835 1355

https://www.facebook.com/MPWInternational/
https://www.instagram.com/mpw_international/
https://twitter.com/mpwintl
https://www.linkedin.com/school/mander-portman-woodward-limited/
https://www.mpw.ac.uk



