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Founded in 1973 by three University of Cambridge graduates, MPW is 
one of the best-known and well-respected independent college groups 
in the UK. MPW comprises three colleges in the heart of London, 
Birmingham and Cambridge.

Why Study the NCUK International Foundation 
Programme at MPW?
NCUK have been working with international students since 
1987 and have so far helped 30,000 students progress 
to degree courses. NCUK are a consortium of leading UK 
universities dedicated to help international students achieve 
a place on a UK degree programme. They deliver pathway 
programmes that allow you to gain the skills and qualifications 
you need to succeed at university. 

All NCUK programmes are created in conjunction with their 
founding universities and all of them are designed to give you 
the skills you need to get your UK studies off to a flying start.  

Your Best Possible Start
The NCUK IFY is a modular programme that will prepare you 
for first-year entry to undergraduate degree courses. You will

study a combination of modules that fit in with your degree 
destination. There are four pathways available:

All NCUK programmes also include a specialist English 
for Academic Purposes module designed to give you the 
language ability and study skills that will give you a head start 
on your undergraduate degree in the UK.

 
An Accredited Partner
NCUK centres are fully accredited, and all of them offer 
outstanding academic and social facilities, giving you access 
to a stimulating and safe learning environment. All of our staff 
are fully qualified and are experts in their field.

Business HumanitiesEngineering Science
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MPW is internationally renowned for the quality 
of its teaching and university progression. Our 
foundation students now benefit from our forty 
years’ worth of experience and success of teaching 
A levels. 
International students come to MPW because they want 
to gain places at top-ranked universities. Our students are 
ambitious and understand that gaining offers from world-
ranked universities will provide them with a platform for 
successful and fulfilling futures.

Studying a foundation programme at MPW is very different to 
studying at larger foundation providers or universities. MPW 
offers the most supportive setting for students studying in the 
UK for the first time allowing them to achieve their goals and 
ambitions. 

Once you’ve passed your NCUK International Foundation 
Year, you have a world of choice in front of you. NCUK 
programmes are widely recognised around the globe, so you 
can choose the university that suits you. NCUK students have 
gone on to pursue their studies at the best universities in the 
UK, the USA, Australia and the rest of the world.

What is MPW?

Small class sizes 
(maximum class 
size of 14)

Personal tuition 
and individual 
academic support

Experienced and 
well-qualified 
teachers

Academically focussed 
environment focusing 
on university preparation 
and success

Pastoral support for 
international students 
including extra-curricular 
activities and a personal 
tutor system

Guaranteed 
progression to one 
of 16 NCUK partner 
universities

*Some exclusions to the Guarantee apply for EU students and specialist 
medical courses. See the website for details.

Excellent University Progression
Because of NCUK’s relationship with their partner 
universities, they can guarantee you entry into over 3,000 
degree programmes in the UK. You can choose the 
programme and university that are right for you. 

NCUK Partner Universities include:

The NCUK IFY Guarantee:*
Once you pass your NCUK programme, you are guaranteed 
entry into one of 16 NCUK partner universities. No one else 
can offer you this guarantee. The entry criteria for each of 
our universities varies, so where you are placed will depend 
on how well you do in your exams. The better you perform, 
the greater chance you have of getting a place at your first 
choice!

The minimum grades required in order to be eligible for the 
NCUK guarantee are based on results in subject modules 
plus EAP (English for Academic Purposes) or Key Skills.

•   Subject Module Grades: Students must normally achieve 
a minimum of 240 NCUK points in subject modules to 
progress to a university degree course in the UK

•   EAP/EAPPU: All students must achieve a minimum of 
overall grade C with no less than D in each EAP skills 
component (Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking)

• Aston University, 
Birmingham

• University of Birmingham

• University of Bradford

• University of Bristol

• University of 
Huddersfield

• University of Kent

• Kingston University 
London

• University of Leeds

• Leeds Beckett University

• Liverpool John Moores 
University

• University of Manchester

• Manchester Metropolitan 
University

• Queen Mary, University 
of London

• University of Salford, 
Manchester

• University of Sheffield

• Sheffield Hallam 
University



The NCUK International Foundation Year (IFY) is specially designed for 
international students to give you the skills you need to succeed at university.

Academic Entry Requirements:  
Completion of 12 years of schooling (or local 
equivalent to meet the same standard) with good 
grades.
English Language Requirement 
IELTS 5.5 or equivalent (with no less than 5.0 in any 
single band) 
If you are applying for a Student Tier 4 visa you must 
have an IELTS for UKVI to apply for your visa. If you 

have any questions about this test our experienced 
team will be happy to help you.  
Email international@mpw.ac.uk.
Validating Body: 
Northern Consortium of UK Universities (NCUK)
Further Guidance:  
For further guidance please check  
with the admissions officer.

Programme length:  
3 terms

Course hours:  
21 hours per week

Start date: SeptemberAge: 17+ Maximum  
class size: 14

International Foundation Year: Key Course Facts

Pathways
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The Science pathway can often lead to 
undergraduate degree programmes in 
areas such as:

Science
If you are interested in a Science degree you should follow 
the IFY Science pathway. This will provide the perfect 
preparation and access to wide range of science degrees 
through the addition of chemistry and biology module 
options. In addition, if you study the IFY Science pathway, 
you can also be placed on many of the same degrees as 
the Humanities, Engineering and the Business pathways. 

Core module: Academic modules:

English for Academic 
Purposes and Study Skills

Chemistry, Biology, 
Maths

 (Many of the business and humanities degrees will also be open to 
students following this pathway)

Actuarial 
Science

Biomedical 
Science

Chemistry

Computer 
Science

PharmacyEnvironmental  
Science

Physics

Pharmacology

Physiotherapy Psychology



Engineering
With maths and physics as compulsory modules this is the 
perfect route for those wishing to study Engineering related 
degrees at university. This pathway will give you access to 
virtually all Engineering degrees and keeps open the options 
of most Business and Humanities degrees. 

Core module: English for 
Academic Purposes and 
Study Skills

Academic modules: 
Chemistry, Maths, Physics

 (Many of the business and humanities degrees will also be open to 
students following this pathway)

The Engineering pathway can often lead to 
undergraduate degree programmes in areas such as:

The Humanities pathway can often lead to 
undergraduate degree programmes in areas such as:

The Business pathway can often lead to 
undergraduate degree programmes in areas such as:

Business
This pathway prepares you in a variety of subject areas and 
offers a wide range of progression options, particularly suited 
to those seeking a career in business, finance and all areas 
of management. If you are interested in studying maths as 
one of your modules during your foundation year and want 
to keep your options open to both business and humanities 
degrees this would be the best pathway to follow. 

Core module: English for 
Academic Purposes and 
Study Skills

Academic modules: 
Business Studies, 
Economics, Maths

Accounting Business StudiesFinance

BankingIT Management

Economics

Events 
Management

Sports Business 
Management

Fashion 
and Textile 

Management

Hospitality 
Management

Marketing

Logistics and 
Supply Chain

International 
Management (Many of the humanities degrees will also be open to students 

following this pathway)

Electrical 
Engineering 
Mathematics

Computer 
Science 

Engineering

Mathematics 
and Physics

Mechanical 
Engineering

Petroleum 
Engineering

Aerospace 
Engineering

Automotive 
Engineering

Architecture Civil 
Engineering

 Chemical 
Engineering

Humanities
An ideal pathway for those students wishing to access a 
wide range of degree programmes in the social sciences and 
humanities and specific areas such as law and international 
relations. This pathway is aimed at those not wishing to 
include maths as one of their modules, though many of the 
business and management degrees will be open as a future 
choice to graduates of this route. 

Core module: English for 
Academic Purposes and 
Study Skills

Academic modules: 
Business Studies, Society 
and Politics, Economics

(Many of the business degrees will also be open to students following 
this pathway)

Development 
Studies

Peace 
Studies

Social 
Science

Criminology Psychology

Politics Media 
Studies

 International 
Relations

LawJournalism

Pathways and Module Outlines
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Core Module
English for Academic Purposes and  
Study Skills
All NCUK programmes include a specialist English for 
Academic Purposes (EAP) module designed to give you 
the language ability and study skills that will give you a 
head start on your undergraduate degree in the UK. The 
EAP course prepares you for success at a UK university 
by improving your reading, writing, listening and 
speaking – concentrating on building up your academic 
vocabulary and independent study skills. The EAP course 
is fully integrated into the IFY and uses real university 
coursework and reading material as a core element of 
your teaching.

Learn how to use word processing, spreadsheet, 
database and presentation software, as well as using the 
virtual learning environment (VLE) software.

Academic Modules
Alongside the EAP you will study 3 additional modules 
directly related to your chosen pathway. All modules 
give the student a firm grounding in many aspects 
of the subject at a level equivalent to A level and will 
enable students to feel confident in commencing related 
subjects at undergraduate level.  
Core topics studied are listed below:

 
Biology
Structure and Function of Biological Molecules, Organs, 
Tissues, Cellular Organisation and Cell Structure, Plant 
structure and Photosynthesis, Cell Membrane Structure 
and Transport, Molecular Genetics: DNA Replication and 
Protein Synthesis, Cellular reproduction, Physiological 
systems, Homeostasis, Interpretation of scientific data.

 
Business Studies
Marketing: The nature of marketing; Market analysis; 
Segmentation and positioning; Market research; 
Marketing strategy; The marketing Mix, Accounting and 
Finance, Human Resources: Organisational Structure 
and design; Motivation; Leadership and management 
styles, Business and the Legal Environment, 
Fundamentals of Management: Strategy and 
Objectives. 

 

 

Chemistry
Atomic Structure and Mass, Chemical Bonding, Metallic 
Bonding, Hydrogen Bonding and Simple Intermolecular 
Forces, Molarity and Balanced Equations, Empirical and 
Molecular Formulae, Oxidation and Reduction, Transition 
Elements. Alkanes and Alkenes, Alcohols, Aldehydes 
and Ketones, Energetics and Equilibrium, Kinetics, 
Spectroscopy.

 
Economics
The first semester will deal with “micro” economic 
issues and the second semester will deal with “macro” 
economic issues. Micro Economics: Economic 
Systems; Demand, Supply and Market Price; Business 
Economics. Macro Economics: The main objectives of 
Government economic policy: Economic growth; Taxation 
and Government spending; Money and Monetary policy; 
Inflation and Unemployment; Trade Policy. 

 
Maths
The overall aim of this course is to equip students with 
the mathematical knowledge and skills necessary for 
entry to the first year of any UK/Western undergraduate 
degree course. Algebra, Binomial expansions, 
Trigonometric functions, laws of indices, exponential 
function; Calculus, Statistics, Trigonometric Identities, 
Functions, Probability and set theory, Correlation and 
linear regression, Probability distributions, Further 
Integration.

 

Physics 
Mechanics, Electricity, Vibrations and waves, Thermal 
Physics, Nuclear Physics, Fields. The following major 
topics, which would normally be taught in a Physics 
‘A’ level, are not covered: First and second laws of 
thermodynamics; optional topics such as astrophysics, 
medical physics, particle physics and electronics. 
These topics are adequately introduced in relevant 
undergraduate courses in NCUK partner universities if 
required, and assume no prior knowledge.

Society and Politics
Introducing Society and Politics, Research Methods, 
Stratification: Social class, wealth and poverty, 
Globalisation, Democracy, Participation and Ideologies, 
British government, Society, Politics and the Environment.



NCUK are extremely proud of their long history, and the achievements of the 
students who they have helped to realise their ambitions. You can be sure that 
if you enrol on an NCUK programme, you have the very best chance of getting 
into your chosen university.

Results and Destinations

NCUK 2017/18 results and destinations

100%

61%
of students achieved  
A*/A grades

80%
of students achieved  

A*/B grades

MPW’s students consistently achieve incredible 
success and our NCUK graduates from 2018 are no 
different. After an intensive year of adjusting to life in 
the UK and a new academically intensive curriculum 
our students were rewarded with an excellent set of 
results and university placements.

Well done to all of our NCUK International Foundation 
Year students who have successfully completed the 
programme and achieved outstanding results with:

of our students applying to higher 
education have gained an offer
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60%
of these students  

progressed to the prestigious  
Russell Group universities

of students get a first or 
second class degree 

NCUK International Foundation Year

University offers included but are not limited to:

University Sample Degree Progressions

King’s College London Biomedical Science

Birmingham University Mechanical Engineering

University of Leeds International Development

Manchester University Aerospace Engineering

University of Sheffield Physics and Astrophysics

University of Bristol Biomedical Science

Queen Mary, University of London Business Management

Royal Holloway, University of London International Relations

Aston University Applied Physics



Wakil
From Nigeria
NCUK International 
Foundation Year: 
Engineering

The best thing is the pastoral care 

  The best thing about studying at MPW is the pastoral care given 
by the staff as the teachers helped me realise my maximum potential 
and how to achieve it while studying here. The classrooms are small in 
size and this gives us one on one opportunities with the teachers during 
lessons. The college consists of different students from different cultural 
backgrounds and this allows students to interact with other students from 
other parts of the world. 

Testimonials

Melody
From Hong Kong
NCUK International 
Foundation Year: 
Humanities

Here at MPW, I feel supported

  I really like the NCUK foundation programme because it helps 
improve my English and critical thinking skills. Here at MPW, I feel 
supported academically and personally. All the subject teachers 
and my personal tutor are always there for me. The class sizes are 
small which allows me to ask questions easily and to form close 
relationships with my teachers. This has helped me understand 
better each and every subject that I am taking. 

Takondwa
From Malawi
Progressed to University 
of Sheffield
NCUK grades: A*A*AB

A well-known foundation course

  The reason why I chose to study NCUK international foundation 
year is because it’s a well-known foundation course in the United 
Kingdom for international students. The academic and pastoral support 
at MPW is immaculate. I really enjoyed the course and I am excited to 
go to the University of Sheffield this September. Thank you MPW for 
the wonderful support. 
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  The model for MPW of having a personal tutor for each student is 
magnificent. These tutors know the ability of their students and provide 
solutions to their needs academically. For Takondwa, his tutor Ryan was 
like his role model. 

 
His personal touch had a big impact for his success. He provoked his inner 
ability to do things and realise that he can pass because Takondwa lacked 
self belief at the beginning of the course. He left MPW with the zeal to work 
hard and he says MPW has unlocked his potential. 

Loudon
Takondwa’s father



MPW Birmingham
MPW Birmingham is a special place to study because 
it helps inspire and motivate its students to achieve 
outstanding things. Our goal is to develop confidence, 
maturity, knowledge and skills in all of our students, 
seeing them as individuals with their own unique talents. 
We endeavour to create a learning culture in which our 
students feel valued and enjoy working hard. We have high 
expectations and provide an academically disciplined College 
in which to learn.

Birmingham is the second largest city in the UK and is a 
cosmopolitan, culturally diverse and exciting place to live and 
study. The city is going through a period of major investment 
and development with major Blue Chip companies relocating 

to the city. This international investment in Birmingham  
gives the city excellent international links and a wide variety 
of employment options for new graduates. 

Birmingham is located in the centre of the UK only a short 
distance from many cities including London which is just over 
one hour away by train. Birmingham also has an international 
airport with over 50 airlines flying to over 140 destinations 
worldwide. Home to the University of Birmingham, Aston 
University and only a short distance from Warwick University, 
the future of Birmingham’s cultural, social and economic 
development is heavily influenced by some of the UK’s 
leading universities. 

MPW Birmingham is one of the leading independent sixth form colleges 
in the West Midlands. The college has a long history of success and 
students regularly gain places at not only the UK’s top universities but 
also on specialist degree programmes such as dentistry.

About Birmingham and Accommodation
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Birmingham Accommodation
Greenfield Crescent, is a student residence managed by 
Kensington Student services (KSS)  situated next door to 
MPW college. It offers a comfortable living environment with 
a friendly student community. The city centre is just a 10 
minute walk away and all local amenities are within easy 

reach. If you are looking for entertainment, restaurants and 
shops, the famous Bullring Shopping Centre and the lovely 
canal-side Brindley Place are just around the corner, making 
it an ideal location for students of all ages and interests to 
socialise and to enjoy the complete student lifestyle.



Entry Requirements
To be eligible for the International Foundation Year  you must:

• Be aged 17+ at the start of the programme
•  Meet our academic entry requirements (visit our 

website for more information)
•  Meet our English entry requirements - 5.5 IELTS  

or equivalent (with no less than 5.0 in any single band)

How to Apply
Please visit our website and complete our enquiry form. Our 
international team will get in touch with you regarding your 
application.

Fees for 2019/2020
The total fee payable for this 3-term programme is £18,580.  
This includes a £850 registration fee which we will pay to  
NCUK on your behalf.

MPW Course Details
• Duration: 1 academic year
• Course start date: September
• 24 hours tuition per week
• Personal tutors
• University preparation & UCAS advice
• Sports and extra-curricular activities
• Available in Birmingham

• First class facilities

 

Key Dates
MPW will complete the application and registration 
process with NCUK on your behalf, including fee 
payment. Exams take place in June.

Further Information
Please visit www.mpw.ac.uk/international-
students/courses/ncuk-foundation or contact us 
via email at international@mpw.ac.uk

Entry Requirements and How to Apply
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The Admissions Procedure
1.  Complete application form and return with supporting documentation, below:  

 - Copy of passport and previous UK visa(s) 
 - Copy of any English language qualifications  
 -  Copies of previous school qualifications/reports/transcripts

2. Attend an interview with senior a member of MPW staff and sit an entrance test if required. During the interview 
we will offer expert and honest advice on programme/subject selection and making a competitive university 
application. A student may be required to sit an English or Maths test depending on their qualifications and the 
course they are applying for. An interview may take place at an MPW college, in-country when we are visiting 
your region or via Skype.

3. Receive a decision on the application (usually within one week).

MPW provides a high level of support to agents and students throughout the 
admissions procedure. All students are interviewed either in person or via Skype  
by a senior member of MPW staff. 

If a place has been offered:
1.  Complete and return registration form, consent form and registration fee (£350) to guarantee a place. 

2.  Pay a deposit (to be refunded in the last term of study).

3.  If the student requires a Tier 4 visa, a CAS will be issued once the deposit has been received (we are not able  
to issue a CAS more than 3 months before the course start date).

Please send all applications to your interviewer or international@mpw.ac.uk



Birmingham   
0121 454 9637
17-18 Greenfield Crescent 
Birmingham B15 3AU

birmingham@mpw.ac.uk

www.mpw.ac.uk

NCUK Partner Universities
Aston University, Birmingham
University of Birmingham
University of Bradford
University of Bristol
University of Huddersfield
University of Kent
Kingston University
University of Leeds
Leeds Beckett University
Liverpool John Moores University
University of Manchester
Manchester Metropolitan University
Queen Mary, University of London
University of Salford, Manchester
University of Sheffield
Sheffield Hallam University


