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Rotarians from different 
Rotary clubs in Kenya 
take a selfie during the 
Sunshine Rally held at 
Jamhuri Park in Nai-
robi yesterday. The rally 
brought together over 
6,000 children with vari-
ous disabilities for a day 
of food, fun and gifts.
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Format of sending SMS
AD#advert Category#your advert 

E.G if booking for cars
type: AD#B085#TOYOTA NZE ... Call 07xxxx

BOOK CLASSIFIEDS VIA SMS

SMS TO 20115

B404 Universities

B049 Car Hire

B085 For Sale, Private

B740 Land, Plots for Sale

PRIME PLOT
5.64 ACRES

JUJA, FRONTING 
THIKA SUPER 

HIGHWAY

@ 50M PER ACRE 
NEG.

NO AGENTS!

CONTACT OWNER 
0776 563 374

B782 Properties for Sale

D531 Hotels

RESIDENTIAL & 
BUSINESS PROPERTIES

COAST (Telephone 
Coast Numbers Only)

WHERE TO STAY (COAST)

MOTOR VEHICLES

MOTORS



Classified Advertisements via Mobile

CLASSIFIEDS RATES

 

 

 

   

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

A116 Marriage

LOVE: SERIOUS singles 0722219480

A279 Notices

CLAIRE 
MUTHONI 

THUO

MEDICAL APPEAL

My name is Claire Muthoni Thuo aged 4yrs. 
I have undergone a successful bone marrow 
transplant for treatment of acute myeloid 
leukemia in Apollo Ahmedabad India. So 
far 10.5M has been settled and the total 
bill incurred is over 12M as the treatment 
is still ongoing. I am re-appealing to well-
wishers to help my parents in raising the 
pending medical bill through M-pesa paybill 
no.759616, or Equity Bank Kenyatta 
avenue branch, acc. name Claire 
Muthoni Medical Fund, Account No. 
1290173133950, M-pesa no 0792876416.

God bless you

B476 Business Opportunities

B525 Financial

A531 Hotels

B243 Domestic/Casual Jobs

B250 

MARKETER required call
0722349862

B403 Colleges

NAIROBI & 
UPCOUNTRY

PERSONAL NOTICES

PERSONAL SERVICES

COMMERCIAL

WHERE TO EAT

SITUATIONS VACANT

EDUCATIONAL
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Don’t do it for the 
‘Gram - Bahati’s 
jab at Pozee?

GOSPEL musician Kevin Bahati, who recently 
welcomed his first child with wife Diana Marua, 
has cautioned fellow artistes against imitating 
others and starting record labels. A fortnight ago 
boy-band Sauti Sol revealed they will be launching 
their label before the year ends. That announce-
ment came just few weeks after gospel musician 
Willy Paul claimed that he is set to launch ‘the 
biggest’ record label. That has been interpreted 
by many as a rival move towards Bahati. The two 
have been trying to outdo each other over the 
years. Bahati launched EMB Records last year 
that has signed him, David Wonder and Mr Seed. 
However, as everyone seems to be feeding off Dia-
mond Platinumz’s WCB record label’s success, Ba-
hati feels most artistes aren’t doing it purposefully.

“I would love to caution artistes who just wake 
up one morning and feel they need to start a 
record label; do it with a reason and vision. Find a 
purpose, a business mind to be precise, don’t do it 
because you saw Diamond or Bahati do it. You will 
end up losing a lot of money for a couple of Insta-
gram likes. You will trend for one week and then 
all will be history,” Bahati cautioned in a rather 
cheeky way that could be loosely interpretted to 
be hitting on Willy Paul who made his announce-
ment on Instagram.

Reasons for Zari’s split with Diamond

THE cast of the ‘Black Panther’ 
movie, including celebrated Kenyan 
Hollywood actress Lupita Nyong’o, 
have been selected to cover the 
March 2018 issue of Essence Maga-
zine, a renowned  monthly publica-
tion  that targets African American 
audience. The movie that has been 
the talk of the town, premiered in 
Kenya last week and has a major-
ity of its cast members being of 
African descent. The magazine 
covers fashion, lifestyle and beauty. 
Lupita Nyong’o, Chadwick Boseman, 
Michael B. Jordan, Danai Gurira, An-

gela Bassett, Daniel Kaluuya, Forrest 
Whitaker, Letitia Wright and director 
Ryan Coogler, sat down with Es-
sence Magazine writer Karen Good 
Marable to talk about what is was 
like shooting the highly anticipated 
movie, how they are all dealing with 
the success of the project and atten-
tion received from all over the world. 
Already ‘Black Panther’ that has 
been the most tweeted about movie 
of 2018 is estimated to rake in $165 
million on the opening weekend, a 
figure that is close to its production 
budget of $200 million.

RAPPER Natalie Florence, popularly known 
as Noti Flow, has denied being sacked 
from the socialite reality TV show 
Nairobi Diaries. She states that she 
quit it to build  a serious career as 
a musician. Noti Flow dropped her 
latest track “100 Barz” recently. She 
was conspicuously missing during the 
reunion of Season 7 of the show that 
had word in the street claim she had 
been sacked from the programme. 
Addressing the issue, the petite 
lass said the show was portray-
ing her as more of a socialite.

“I actually quit Nairobi Diaries 
to grow my career. I want to 
grow a brand that doesn’t 
make me look like a slay 
queen or a ratchet girl 
who just wants fame” 
she said.

I’m a rapper not slay 
queen - Noti Flow

‘Essence’ for Black Panther’s history-making cast

NEWS of famous Ugandan social-
ite  Zari Hassan’s decision to dump 
Bongo Flava star Diamond Platinumz 
on Valentine’s Day has been the talk 
of the town. While everyone was 
busy celebrating love on Valentine’s, 
Zari spent the day alone, terming 
it as ‘just any other normal day’ 
before later taking to Instagram 
to confirm her decision to dump 
the music crooner accusing him of 
numerous infidelity cases. The two 
celebrities have been in a relation-
ship since December 2014. Last year 
they were at the verge of calling it 
quits when Diamond confessed to 
having cheated on Zari with Hamisa 
Mobetto that resulted to Mobetto’s 
pregnancy. Zari forgave. But what 
could be the straw that broke the 
camel’s back this time? According 

to multiple close sources around the 
two, one reason is that Zari had re-
mained insecure in the long-distance 
relationship as she is based in South 
Africa and Diamond in Tanzania. 
Secondly, an alleged clip of Diamond 
with another lady in their matrimo-
nial house that leaked could have 
made the situation worse. Another 

reason floated is the fact that most 
endorsement deals that required the 
couple to be together might have ex-
pired. It is also said that Zari wasn’t 
happy when Diamond was caught 
on camera getting cozy with his ex 
Wema Sepetu during the launch of 
his newest member of WCB, Marom-
bosso.

COAST based musician Nyota Ndogo has revealed the 
reason she has been missing in the music action for a while 
now. Nyota, who for over a decade was a force with hits like 
“Nibebe”, “Watu na Viatu” among others, has been luke-warm 
on her music career in the recent years. 
However, currently signed to BMG 
Empire management, she says 
this lull is because she has 
been having other engage-
ments that have been taking 
a toll on her and forcing her to 
stay away from music. She 
has promised to make a 
comeback of a kind.

“I had planned to 
release songs before 
Valentine’s but I’m a bit 
busy for now. I’m con-
structing rental houses 
and as soon as I’m done 
with this project, I 
will go back to 
music.” she 
explained. 

Other businesses kept 
me from music - Nyota

TANZANIAN actress Wema Sepetu 
is reportedly losing a lot of money 
after her official Instagram account 
(with over 3.3 million followers) was 
hacked a week ago. It is claimed that 
the gorgeous actress is losing about 
Tsh700,000 (Sh31,000) a day that 
she charges for any advertisement 
post of a given product she endorses 
to her followers. Since the hackers 
took over the account, they have been 
using it to solicit money from her 
followers. According to her manager 
Neema Ndepanya, Wema has been 
trying so hard to regain her account 
unsuccessfully as the hackers con-
tinue to use it as they wish. She is yet 
to report the matter to the relevant 
authorities to help her save the situ-
ation. She is said to have entrusted 
two of her handlers fashionister Martin 
Kadinda and another identified as Be-
sitizo to help sort out the mess.

“Ni kweli kabisa mpaka sasa Bes-
tizo na Kadinda wanafuatilia kwenye 
mtandao wa simu kujua kwa nini 
wameshindwa kuthibiti suala hilo hadi 
sasa ambapo matapeli wanatumia 
njia kuwaibia watu kupitia akaunti 
hiyo,” Ndepanya said. Efforts to reach 
Wema on phone for more clarification 
has been futile as she hasn’t been 
picking calls nor replying  to sent 
messages.

Hackers not 
‘wema’ with 
Sepetu’s 
Instagram
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GIG GUIDE: CATCH LIVE CONTEMPORARY AFRICAN SOUNDS ALONG 
WITH SOME OF YOUR FAVOURITE JAMS WITH GOGO SIMO BAND AT 
‘SUNDAY LUNCH PLAN’ AT VILLA ROSA KEMPINSKI TONIGHT AT 8PM

ONEONONE When were you informed about the possibly 
stepping in as ‘The Trend’ host?
About a week before Larry Madowo an-
nounced that he was leaving the show, I got a 
call from then producer, Kevin. He had want-

ed to work with me on a show for a long 
time and when the opportunity looked 

like it was here, he reached out. Unfor-
tunately, we never got an opportunity to 
work together because I didn’t make up 
my mind until almost two months later, 
and by then he had got a scholarship to 

study in the UK.

Why did it take that long to make up your 
mind?

 It took me long because I enjoyed doing 
Alfajiri at K24 and I had an amazing and 
dynamic team that I was working with. My 

bosses were also very kind; giving me cre-
ative control of the show. I felt like I was  
leaving a family. Sometimes, as human 
beings, we’re just unsure of taking on 
bigger roles because we’re comfortable in 
certain positions. I was very comfortable 
and happy, but I would come across stuff 

online that said “if you’re about to do 
something that you think is scary, you 
should just do it” or “try to challenge 
yourself; if you’re comfortable you’re 
not growing”. I guess the universe 
was trying to speak to me, so after 

two months I made up my mind.

What made you decide to join eventu-
ally?

 I eventually joined because it was go-
ing to be a different job; different show 

with different timings to Alfajiri. I think just 
to take up the challenge of doing the show 
is what made up my mind to it. I went from 
doing ten hours a week of morning shows, to 
a five-hour Friday night show. Another plus 
is that it opened up time for me to be able to 
drop and pick up my son from school a lot 
more.

Did you feel  people would be comparing you 
to Larry Madowo?
Larry had been the host for more than four 
years and people were used to seeing him. 
Viewers would obviously need some time to 
adjust to seeing me, or anyone else, and get-
ting used to my kind of delivery. 

Was Larry Madowo part of the 
process of you settling in?
Larry has always been helpful. I 
respect the fact that he shoots 
straight and doesn’t re-
ally hold back because of what 
people might think of him. He 
critiques the show when 
he watches it and tells 
me what to do or not 
to do to improve 
it.

Did you feel 
pressure when 
you started?
There has 
been no pres-
sure at all. 
Everyone has 
been very kind 
and supportive. 
I think the pres-
sure has been 
internal because 
I’m such a big 

critic of myself. So far I don’t feel like I have 
executed any show to perfection. There’s 
always something I kick myself about at the 
end of every show. I believe the pressure 
should always come from yourself; be your 
own worst critic.

Was television always your target as the next 
step when you joined media?
No. I actually didn’t even envision me being 
in media to start with. I always wanted to 
study law or international relations then radio 
came as I was waiting to decide on what next 
to do. Then I got an opportunity to join televi-
sion, and the rest is history. 

How do you prepare for shows?
Generally, we plan shows  weeks in advance 
with my team. Because of the show’s title we 
can even change the theme days before, de-
pending on the week’s trending topics. I set 
my Fridays aside just for the show. I like be-
ing alone for about five hours as I research on 
every person that will be coming on. I make 
sure I have everything I want to even the 
jokes and the punchlines. 

What is the most memorable show you’ve 
had so far?
I haven’t done that many shows to have a 
memorable one. So far so good, but if I had to 
pick the most memorable one, my first show 
was very memorable because it was the start 
of this journey.

You left radio?
I didn’t quit radio, I just left the show that I 
was doing. I had done it for five years. Then I 
thought it was time for me to move to some-
thing else. I’m going to do a new show on a 
new time slot, still on Capital FM, that starts 
this March.

What’s your favourite pass time?
 I love to cook and spend time with my son. It 
sounds crazy but when you’re a mum you’re 
a mum. When you’re not working it becomes 
the best thing to do to spend time with your 
family. It also sort of became a thing where 
my friends would come to my house and I 
have to cook. Even if that means they’re buy-
ing the ingredients or sending me money. 
My favourites include anything with shrimp, 
cheese, pasta, and I can whip up biriyani in 

no time.

Are you into sports?
Not really, but my husband is. I was, 
however, a runner back in primary 
school and even had medals from com-
petitions. I started falling away from that 
as I progressed through high school.

Is that your talent?
My talent is singing. That I can do 

effortlessly and I love it.

What tickles you?
My husband. I told my friends 
that he joked his way into my 
heart.

What is the craziest thing 
you’ve ever done for TV?
Riding a zip line and going 
on white water rafting.

So you’re an outdoor person?
I prefer being indoors but for my 
son, I now have to accommo-
date camping and other excur-
sional experiences.

Last November, Amina 
Abdi Rabar was unveiled 
as the new host of 
NTV’s popular show, 
‘The Trend’. She tells 
THOMAS RAJULA 
why she took up the 
challenge and her 
experience so far
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CENTRESTAGE

TOP 5 BOX OFFICE
1. FIFTY SHADES FREED
2. PETER RABBIT
3. THE 15:17 TO PARIS

4. JUMANJI: WELCOME TO 
THE JUNGLE
5. THE GREATEST SHOWMAN

How your favourite celebrities 

spent their VALENTINE’S Day
By LILYS NJERU
lnjeru@ke.nationmedia.com

How did you spend Valentine’s 
Day? Flowers, teddy bears, 
confectionneries and candle- 
lit dinners. That’s how some 
describe the annual lover’s 

day. On the other hand there 
are those who chose to go about 
the day doing their business as 
they usually do. Would you like 
to know where your favourite 
celebrity lies? We spoke to a few 
Kenyan celebrities and this is 
what they were up to:

Cece Sagini – Afro 
fusion artist

“My husband and I 
were working on different 
projects during the day 
but we created time in the 
evening, had dinner and 
then headed home. Val-
entine’s Day is a special 
day for lovers. It matters 
to me.”

Peterson Githinji, who 
is popularly known in the 
entertainment circle as 
Pitson, spent the morning 
of Valentine’s Day scouting 
for a video location for his 
new single that is set to be 
released  the first week of 
March. The Lingala Ya Yesu 
hit singer, however, set aside 
the afternoon and spent it 
with his wife and child. He 
told Buzz that he wrote the 
yet-to-be released song, 
Welcome to the World, for 
his daughter.

PITSON – gospel Artist

KEVIN BAHATI- Gospel Artiste 

MCA TRICKY – Comedian 

MUFASA- Spoken word poet AMINA ABDI – host, ‘The Trend’

CHIKI KURUKA –fitness instructor & dance choreographer 

SHIRU -Auntie Boss 

If you have 
been keeping up 
with the Bahatis 
on social media 
platforms, you 
already know 
that the couple 
was expecting 
their first child. 
According to 

Bahati’s manager, the Mama singer and his wife, 
Diana, celebrated Valentine’s Day in style at the 
Karen Hospital. At around 9:30 am they wel-
comed their daughter, Heaven Bahati.

“It was a day filled with ululation, prayers 
and baby gifts from their family and friends,” 
he says.

Rib-cracker MCA Tricky treats Valentine’s 
Day like any other day.

“Love is an everyday affair. I spent the 
day at Mahanaim Education Institute where 
I tutor comedy on Wednesdays. My girlfriend 
was away and unwell. Had she had been 
around, we would have done something, like we 
always do. However, he got in touch with her.l 
Sending a text message counts, right?” he asks.

“I spent the day up and down getting 
things done for my upcoming event, ‘Mufasa 
in Concert’, slated for April 7. I knew someone 
who was crazy about Valentine’s Day so I 
sent her a pair of shoes that I had heard her 
talk about sometime back. We had not talked 

in a while and I don’t think she  even ex-
pected me to know her shoe size, so it was 
a total surprise. She wore it for the rest of 
the day. Please don’t ask if she’s my girl-
friend, Valentine’s Day doesn’t have to 
be just about couples, right?”

“Some years back Valentine’s Day used to be 
a big deal for me but not anymore. I actually 
think that I’m done celebrating it but, if you ask 
me, this year was a blast. I had a wonderful day 
that started with gifts from hubby – I’m talk-
ing about Moet champagne and flowers. In the 
evening, we had a seven-course dinner and so 
much fun together.”

“This is how I 
celebrate my Valen-
tine’s Day – the first 
half of the day is all 
about self-love, then 
I celebrate romantic 
love later in the day. 
This year I bought 
myself a book, went 
for yoga, to the gym 
and had a spa treat-
ment. Thereafter, I 
went home, dressed 
up and went for din-
ner with my all-time 
guy, Bien.”

“Valentine’s Day is 
akin to a wedding day. 
The lady should   be 
made to feel special. 
On that day, my hus-
band and I were both 
at work but we hooked 
up in the evening when 
I went to office. The 
company had organ-
ised a treat for couples. 
Before settling for din-
ner, I played the role of 
usher and photogra-
pher of the night.”
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TOP HIP HOP AND R&B: 
1. GOD’S PLAN - DRAKE

2. PERFECT - ED SHEERAN

3. FINESSE - BRUNO MARS & CARDI B

4. HAVANA - CAMILA CABELLO FEATURING YOUNG THUG

5. ROCKSTAR - POST MALONE FEATURING 21 SAVAGE

 >>> LOVE STORY FESTIVAL AT KICC

Evelyne Kagambi and Winnie Wait-

hera pose for a picture during a 

cocktail networking event by Kohler 

held at Capital Club.

 >>> KOHLER LAUNCH

Jackie Wachuka and Nancy Nyabera 

from Symbion pose for a picture at 

Capital Club.

Kohler 
President Salil 
Sadanandan, 
Commercial Di-
rector Ronelle 
Badenhorst, 
Poonam Shiko-
tra head of De-
sign Kitchens 
and Beyond 
and Managing 
Director K&B 
Vinit Dodhia.

Bash, Johnie and Martin pose for a picture 
during the Kenyan Love Story Festival.

Nyota Ndogo performing 
on stage.

(UP)Elizabeth Mwangi-Oluoch, 

Martin Muchai and Cynthia 

wakio. DOWN: (from left) 

Dipesh, Reshu and Manzu from 

Nile Plumbing

Kush Tracey (left) and Susan Tevin 
showing their best sides.

According to (Top picture L to R) Frank, 
Victor and Agnes and (Bottom picture L to 
R) Gladys Wanja, Bernice Wakarindi and 
Kiki three is not a crowd.

H_Art the 
Band seem 

to be loving 
their per-
formance 

during Ken-
yan Love 

Story Fes-
tival held 

at the KICC 
grounds on 

February 
10.

PHOTOS | FRANCIS NDERITU
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Movie lovers who watched 
one of the most anticipated 
films that premiered across 

the globe this week walked out won-
dering whether it was impossible to 
overstate what Black Panther means. 

To many, the superhero diversity 
and its story is, and will always 
remain, the same. The question is, 
“What do we want from a superhero 
movie in 2018?” Or rather, “what is 
fair to ask of a superhero movie?”

Black Panther arrives in the middle 
of this heavily mined, fracked and 
plundered story landscape, which 
was led by an action-packed trailer 
that did not, for the first time, fea-
ture a culture dominated by white 
superheroes. Rather, it was an al-
most entirely black main cast.

Before we go  any further, let me 
say that the fact that Black Panther 
exists is wonderful. To me it was an 
unmitigated thrill watching a non-
white superhero jumping around 
and kicking butt, surrounded by an 
almost completely non-white sup-
porting cast and what seemed to be 
a more healthy balance of male and 
female butt-kickers. 

In Black Panther, T’Challa (Chad-
wick Boseman) returns home as 
king to a fictional African nation 
known as Wakanda, but finds his 
rule challenged by a long-time ad-

versary in a conflict that has global 
consequences.

The film, shot in Atlanta - US, 
and Busan - South Korea, features 
established actors like Angela Bas-
sett, Forest Whitaker, our very own 
Lupita Nyang’o, Danai Gurira, with 
rising stars Letitia Wright and Oscar 
nominee Daniel Kaluuya also making 
their presence felt.

The film has been given a raptur-
ous reception from both critics and 
cinemagoers, enjoying a 98 per cent 
fresh rating on reviews website Rot-
ten Tomatoes, despite a pushback 
campaign to bring the rating down. 

Told with  jovial wit and at a fast 
pace, it begins with the origin  of the 
myth about Wakanda, a mountain-
ous African country assumed by 
the rest of the world to be poor and 
backward. An ancient meteor strike 
brought the miracle substance, vib-
ranium, to the area enabling Wakan-
dans to build the most advanced 
civilization on Earth and cloak it 
under an invisibility shield.  

Its monarchy was established by a 
panther goddess who lent her super-
powers to an ancestor of T’Challa, 
who has inherited those powers and 
is now king.

Speaking to ActScene, IMAX Mar-
keting Manager Flora Njagi said that 
Black Panther was one of the biggest 

movies to premiere in Kenya.
“We have never seen such a recep-

tion in this country. In Kisumu, it 
was all pomp as people celebrated 
one of their own.”

She added that despite Lupita’s 
absence at Kenya’s premiere, it drew 
several hundred people and did not 
dampen the atmosphere. “It was 
an exciting moment when Lupita 
mentioned Kenya in the movie and 
the viewers went wild after she said, 

‘These are my friends from Kenya’.”
But despite all this, is it worth 

cheering? When we’re done celebrat-
ing what it represents, what we’re 
left with is a fairly standard super-
hero movie.

The car chases and hand-to-hand 
combat sequences are fun, even if at 
times a bit disorienting. Some fight 
scenes are shot up close and in the 
dark and it can be hard to tell who’s 
hitting who. And some sort of battle 
rhino makes an appearance. Despite 
that, there are some funny moments, 
with characters like T’Challa’s sister 
Shuri (Letitia Wright), and M’Baku 
(Winston Duke), a rival tribal leader, 
providing some much-needed comic 
relief. You will also enjoy, without 
giving anything away, many plot 
points that feel too similar to things 
that have happened in previous su-
perhero movies. 

By the end of the movie, you will 
walk out thinking less about what 
makes it average and more about 
what makes it special. Most impor-
tantly, in Kenya, people were happy 
to celebrate  Lupita.

“She couldn’t be here in the flesh, 
but for her fans, Lupita’s presence in 
the poster on display at the premiere 
next to the red carpet in Nairobi and 
Kisumu was enough,” said Ms Njaigi. 

ACTSCENE with HILARY KIMUYU
@hilarykimuyu

GIG GUIDE: REMINISCE ON THE YOUNGER YEARS WITH DJ 
KACE’S ‘THROWBACK NIGHT’ AT THE ALCHEMIST BAR ON FRIDAY

QUICKFIRE

Black Panther: Has all the hype been worth it?

Papa Shirandula: Blame my wife for my weight 
His story gives hope to thousands of aspiring actors 

around the country. Having climbed from unfathom-
able levels of poverty, he has become one of the most 
sought-after entertainers across the globe. Charles 
Bukeko, popularly known as Papa Shirandula, is still 
going strong nearly two decades down the line. He 
spoke to ActScene about why only death will take him 
away from doing what he loves.

You are a father of three, why are your children not keen 
on following in your footsteps?

 I don’t think they notice what I do. Children are 
very difficult and hard to predict. They have their lives, 
which do not go with my  line of work. My daughter 
loves music and is strict about it. But the rest of the 
family supports me and my parents knew about the 
character Papa Shirandula before I even started acting 
it. 

Why blame your wife on your weight?
 I don’t know whether it is malice or maybe 

my wife is trying to keep me out of the “market”, 
but this is her doing. However, I’m fit; we have a 
small gym in the house.

What  was your biggest break?
 I would say that when I was cast as 

Herold for the play, Nativity, at Braeburn 
Theatre. I think that is when people saw 
that I had what it took to be an actor. 
James Falkland, the brains behind 
Phoenix Theatre, called me and told me 
there was more to do than acting. He 
decided to train me for free on theatre 
basics like lighting, directing, and put me 
on the theatre’s payroll. I would  say he 
liked me for my consistency. From then 
on I was involved in every show he did in 
one way or another. 

How did Papa Shirandula come to be? 
I approached Wachira Waruru with the 

idea of a Papa Shirandula TV show and that is 
how I got into television. Thumbs up to him 
because I would not be where I am if it wasn’t 
for him, television-wise. 

You grew up in theatre, what is happening now 

in the industry?
 It is very difficult to gauge where theatre is at the 

moment in Kenya. Is it doing well or bad, that is the 
question? It is high time we had a forum to talk about 
theatre in Kenya. As far as I’m concerned, it is a policy 
issue and I would like to tell my fellow actors that it is 
time we seriously engaged the government because 
it has everything we need. We need to tone down the 
rhetoric about the government because it has so much 
to offer. It is so tiring living like orphans. There is so 
much kelele going on but we need to sit down and talk. 
We need sanity in this industry. You cannot just call 
yourself an artiste when you cannot account for what 
you did in the past year. Walking into a theatre does 
not make you an artiste. 

Chris Foot vs Ezekiel Mutua, what is your take? 
Artistes are very powerful. Take for example, Hol-

lywood, they can control the country and I don’t know 
why we are not. There was so much going on after the 
general elections yet we  did nothing. Artistes have a 
say and we have support from our big following and it 
is high time we came together and did something. In 

the US, entertainers run the economy and it hurts 
me when I see the people who could be  running 

the industry not coming together. Foot will 
‘OK’ a movie while Mutua will say ‘no.’ We 
need to bring sanity to our industry. 

What would you change if you had the op-
portunity?

 I would call all the stake holders and see 
what we can do to  create employment for 

artistes. We need to put up better structures. 
As artistes, we also need to tone things down. 
The industry has been polarised. 

What are you doing to see that theatre never 
dies in Kenya? 
It all comes down to patience, consistency and 

being persistent. They should always remember 
that life isn’t about how much money you have 
but the difference you make in someone’s life. I 
feel great when we nurture talent, and our produc-
tion (Papa Shirandula) employs more than 1,500 
people. 

Wine or beer? 
I don’t take alcohol. 

Freckles or dimples? 
Dimples.

Fruits or vegetables?
 Fruits.

Sausage or bacon? 
Both, but I would go for sau-
sages. 

Scrambled or fried eggs?
 Both, but I love them fried.

Marvel or DC? 
Marvel, Lupita is in one of them. 

Paying a mortgage or paying 
rent?
 Mortgage. 

Sky dive or bungee jump? 
Bungee jump, I don’t like water.

Fiction or non-fiction? 
Non-fiction. 

Smoker or non-smoker 

Non-smoker.

Think before you talk or talk be-
fore you think?
 Think before I talk.

Asking questions or answering 
questions?
 Asking questions.

Favourite word? 
Cartoons 

Last book you read? 
Harry Porter, but I didn’t finish 
it. Ended up watching the movie 
instead. 

Who’s the last person who 
texted you? 
My sister.

Puppies or Kittens?
 Kittens. 

Petra Yolanda Sonia Brooks is 
a Kenyan musician who has just 

been featured in Khaligraph 
Jones’ new single, Rider. 
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Comedian Chris Rock has admitted that he was ad-
dicted to porn and described it as being “sexually autis-
tic”, and that is what Netflix gave comedy fans this year 
asa Valentine’s Day gift. Tambourine, is Chris Rock’s first 
stand-up special in 10 years. 

The hour-long introspective and political com-
edy is Rock’s statement as a father and ageing 
performer. Many viewers will focus on his Trump com-
mentary— “the cast of The Apprentice is running the 
world!”— or the fact that unsuccessfully hitting on 
Rihanna made him realise how old he is. But Rock’s return 
to stand-up is more about his inner life than pop culture 
commentary. And it’s bracingly honest. He candidly 
discusses his 20-year marriage to philanthropist Malaak 
Compton and admits that his addiction to pornography 
and infidelity led to their divorce in 2016.

The 53-year-old comedian opened up about his addic-
tion to X-rated material, admitting that he was looking for 
a very specific type of girl at the time.

Chris, who says he’s “a lot better now”, said:
“I was addicted to porn. When you watch too much 

porn, you know what happens? You become, like, sexually 
autistic. You develop sexual autism. You have a hard time 
with eye contact and verbal cues. You get desensitised.”

“When you start watching porn, any porn will do. ... I’m 
a lot better now.”

In 2016, Chris and Malaak finalised their divorce.
The comedian also admitted that it was his fault the 

marriage failed and that he cannot understand why men 
cheat. He walks us through his divorce, talks about what 
he did wrong, sparing his ex-wife any blame in the mat-
ter. He talks about the entire process of getting divorced, 
highlighting elements many viewers might not have con-
sidered – like having to prove in court of law that he’s a 
good parent. It’s more illuminating than funny, mostly. But 
it’s still funny.

“When guys cheat, it’s like we want something new. 
But then you know what happens? Your woman finds out, 
and now she’s new – she is never the same again. So now 
you have new, but you have a bad new. Some of these 
lessons you’ve just got to learn.”

Comedian Chris Rock premiers 
his new stand-up Tambourine 
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GIG GUIDE: PUT YOUR BEST LATIN DANCE FOOT FORWARD 
AT ‘FLAMENCO ON OCEAN SOLE’ WITH ANITY LOYNAZ FROM 
VENEZUELA AT KAREN VILLAGE TOMORROW MORNING

ONEXTRA
While starting out, I hoped to focus on 

the local music market. But upon signing 

up with my current music label, Majestic 

Trends, the producer advised me to ap-

proach my music with a global outlook, then 

my music took a different turn. I have since 

done five Dancehall songs with a local feel 

and touch, in both English and Swahili. 

My music revolves around everyday life and 

cuts across different societies and cultures, 

on the themes of love, women empower-

ment and normal life experiences. I try to 

package my lyrics to carry a message of 

hope in an entertaining way. I also use music 

to vent my state of emotion. 

My audience is broad and cuts across all de-

mographics. I employ a “world music” style, 

Afro-inspired-reggae dancehall with a touch 

of RnB and pop. My latest video ‘Kazi ni 

Kazi’ is a smooth dancehall song influenced 

by RnB. My upcoming track ‘Mombasa Rid-

dim’, which features songs from Busy Signal 

and RDX, is a dancehall beat infused with 

elements of Afrobeat. 

Top names I have worked with include Blaqk 

Sheep Music, a multi-genre music producer 

from Jamaica, Jah Boy Bailey on my song 

‘Born to Win’, DJ Krush Proof on ‘Rockers 

Riddim’ which featured songs from Charlie 

Black and Ikaya.

Low self-esteem is the main shortcoming for 

most budding artistes in Kenya. They lack 

the vigour and the confidence to burst into 

the music scene that is virtually monopo-

lised by a handful of already established 

individuals or entities. They fear they might 

not add any value to the music scene, which, 

consequently, keeps them from seeking to 

be more innovative. 

Young Artistes have the power to determine 
their music destiny. Looking for and work-

ing with a mentor provides one with a solid 

foundation on which to launch a robust 

career in music. I have a mentor in Otti Ma-

jestic who has helped me to better my craft, 

stay relevant and remain competitive.  

The most remarkable experience in my mu-

sic careerso far has been the exciting work-

ing relations I have with my management 

team, Majestic Trends. They’ve supported 

me in every step of the way. It’s also been 

a milestone working with internationally 

celebrated producers. My music has also 

enjoyed warm reception on the international 

scene and received airplay on radio in Can-

ada, England, Jamaica, Australia and Japan, 

which is enormously motivating.  

I am inspired by every artiste who is dar-

ing enough to do something unique. This 

motivates me to also take a less travelled 

path hoping to create music that is both 

exceptional and different. I have immense 

admiration for Fena for her exceptional tal-

ent, versatility and consistency. 

Music constitutes the largest proportion of 

my income through live performances and 

sale of albums. But just like any other entre-

preneur, I have other income streams such 

as sale of my branded merchandise. Soon 

I plan to venture into fashion and possibly 

launch an online fashion store. 

I went to Multimedia University where I 

studied public relations. Communica-

tion skills come in handy in my interac-

tions with business partners and clients 

and in designing and executing effective 

communication strategies for my brand.

If I had the power to change the Kenyan 

music business I’d start with changing local 

fans’ perception of our music, make them 

support and appreciate it more. I’d also put 

in place proper structures, for instance by 

hiring professional publicists, to promote 

Her music is a 
high-powered 

fusion of 
reggae and 
dancehall, 

and with five 
tracks to her 
name, Cara 
Feral’s start 
to her music 

career has been 
blistering. Two 
of her tracks, 

‘Hakuna Matata’ 
and ‘Woman 
of Steel’, have 
good airplay. 

She tells JAMES 
KAHONGEH 

why she thinks 
dancehall is 

marketable in 
Kenyan scene

our music on all platforms. Then I’d organise oc-

casional workshops and seminars to impart valuable 

information to musicians on the commercial aspect of 

their art, to prevent wastefulness they usually exhibit 

and which later comes back to haunt them. 

Strong vocal capabilities is my most valuable at-

tribute. This helps me to convey different moods for 

different songs. I also pride myself for having a fluid 

personality; I can fit almost anywhere as long as the 

engagement is constructive.

My main aspiration is to create stirring music that 

will draw global attention, to tour the world and 

to meet my fans. In five years I hope to see my 

music being used as theme songs for corporate 

advertisements and social campaigns and even 

competing for international music awards. 

The resilience of budding artistes in the Kenya 

is admirable. They keep going, despite the back-

lash sometimes coming from some industry 

players and fans. That there is always new mu-

sic to keep the industry energised and fans 

thrilled is commendable. I’m particularly 

excited by generous Kenyans who share our 

music with friends on social media, expand-

ing our fan base. 

I’m disappointed by the lack of enough 

mentors who are willing to guide budding 

talents until they are strong enough to 

pursue their music course independently. 

Another challenge is duplicity of music 

because of lack of support. There’s also a 

lot of unhealthy competition in our industry, 

which hurts all the participants.  

To unwind, I spend time with my family and 

hang out with close friends, watch comedy and 

exercise at the gym. I have an adventurous 

spirit, so whenever I have the opportunity, 

I travel within and outside the country, to 

break away from the bustle of city life. This 

also helps to keep me energised in my de-

manding schedule. 

On whether I am dating. Yes, I’m hap-

pily in love with an amazing man 

who strongly believes in my dreams 

and supports my music. He is a 

businessman; I made a deliberate 

decision not to date someone in 

showbiz to keep the inevitable 

scandals at bay.  We, however, 

prefer to keep our private life 

under wraps. 

Besides music, I have a pen-

chant for stage and soon 

I’ll put my acting skills to 

test when I start filming my 

music videos. I’m also due to 

feature on local television pro-

grammes, on adverts and com-

mercials for local brands. 

So far I don’t have regrets in my 

music journey. Some experiences 

though have been disappointing 

when partners I trusted to as-

sist me in my music endeav-

ours turn out to harbour 

other ill intentions. When 

I insist on keeping our 

relations purely profes-

sional, some vanish. It’s 

then that I discover that 

they were never frank 

from the start. 

It would be a dream 
come true to meet 

global music icons such 

as Beyonce, Rihanna, Chris 

Martin, Kranium and Spice 

Official. They all inspire my 

music through their cel-

ebrated works.  

My take on the Valen-
tine’s is that, if it’s truly 

genuine, then every day 

is a Valentine’s Day for 

people to show love.  



FASHIONFIX with SHARON MWANGI PHOTOS I COURTESY

Yes, fanny packs are back. And no, they are not going anywhere 

anytime soon. Fanny packs were a big trend in the 80s and 90s 

but were largely associated with men. The trend didn’t last too 

long and lost relevance, until fashion houses like Gucci brought it back 

last year and fashionable celebrities like Asap Rocky and Kendall Jen-

ner wore it into relevance.

Fanny packs aren’t that easy to wear, especially if you’re not willing 

to go out of your fashion comfort zone. However, imagine carrying a 

bag but not having to actually carry it. All you need to do is hang it 

around your waist and you’re good to go. Now imagine carrying it in a 

club where you have the freedom to use your hands and dance, and 

not have to worry about losing items like your phone or lipstick. 

What’s not to love?

In case you have fears about how to carry this controversial 

bag the best tip would be, instead of securing the bag 

around your waist, to turn it into a cross-body by 

tossing it across your chest. 

The best part about the fanny pack is that 

it’s a trend that will make any and every 

outfit look ten times better. Want to up-

grade your usual white T-shirt and jeans 

uniform? Throw a fanny pack over one 

shoulder or around your waist and pair 

the outfit with boots or sneakers.

Need to add an unexpected twist to a 

ladylike dress? You can’t go wrong rock-

ing a small fanny pack, but to the side. 

2018 is definitely the year of the 

fanny-pack so hop onto the trend, but 

make sure you don’t look like you’re 

stuck in the 80s.

THE PACK IS BACK

BEAUTYTIPS

How long have you been doing your hair 
the same way? Months, a year?

It’s amazing how little we play around 
with our best fashion accessory, our hair, 
and yet it can give us a completely new 
look.

For many of us, apart from reluctance 
to depart from the tried and tested, we are 
scissor-shy and petrified by the thought of 
snipping the locks we so dutifully care for.

That is where fringes - a  section of hair 
cut away and styled differently from the 
rest of the hair - come in. Fringes are an 
attractive and simple way to update a cut, 
outgrow one or achieve a new look without 
plunging into the deep end for a new cut.

The other benefit is that a fringe can go 
with any length, texture and cut you al-
ready have. It is also versatile enough to be 
cut into short to mid-length hair and goes 
with an up-do.

As is the case when considering a cut, 
the shape of your face matters. Below is 
a look at which sort of fringe goes with 
which face.

Oval face
This face, considered the balanced or 

ideal shape, can go a number of different 
ways with a fringe. It can be one uniform 
length falling towards the eyes or even a 
little over them.

Round face
The aim of a fringe on a round face 

should be to add length and reduce the 
rounded, full look. To achieve this, the 
fringe should be cut in layers with the sides 
long to add length to your face with the 
shorter layers at the middle.

A bunk, a one-level short fringe,        
would emphasize the full the round look. 
On this face, an up-do and long fringe is a 
great look as it both adds length and takes 
away the rounded look.

Heart shaped face
For the heart shaped face, a fringe that’s 

cut long is ideal, so that the eye is drawn 
to it and not the pointed chin below. Soft 
layers at the front with the hair in a sleek 
chignon or even hair left flowing free or in 
playful flips look great.

Square-shaped face
Like the round face, this has a full look 

but at the jaws. A smooth bob falling  
around the jaw-line is an ideal style.

A long rectangular face.
A short fringe to offset the length of the 

face would suit this kind of face. But do 
not have a blunt, one length fringe. A soft, 
layered, feathered one is best as it also 
softens the face.

Extra chic
Play around with your fringe by having 

highlights put on it. A fringe grows out fast 
so don’t be afraid to play around with it.

You can wet it and, using a gel or hair 
wax, twist in sections. Let it dry and indo 
the twist to have little curls or ringlets to 
contrast with the rest of the hair.

The writer is a professional cosmetolo-
gist at Czars n Combs Salon, Nairobi. 
Email: danmuchi@gmail.com; What-
sApp 0722450546.   
     
  

Spice up your 
style with a fringe

with DANIEL MUCHIRI
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