
Open letter to the church in Africa 
The world in the year 2020 just can’t seem to catch a break. The coronavirus, in 
particular, has sent shockwaves to the structures of our society and is today disrupting 
the very critical pillars of human interactions. Angst accrues world over, and the 
current global political, social, cultural and economic leadership seems unable to a 
dream let alone map alternative models of existence. 
Sections of the African church, in particular, which in the past provided a modicum of 
stability and hope has been waylaid into a frenzy of despair. Its leadership, like the 
political classes of these nation-states, has become unreliable and obsessed with self-
preservation that they seem unable to confront these fast-changing realities. 
Still, the many conversions witnessed mainly in the Global South, the new frontier of 
Christianity clearly indicates the power of the message of Jesus Christ and its place in 
today's world. However, it's within these societies that we witness glaring internal 
contradictions in the body politic of the institutional church that leaves much to be 
desired. 
Indeed, if the message of the cross in itself is powerful as we bearers and interlocutors 
of the faith suggest, it begets the question, what is not being done for us to see the full 
power of the cross on the lives of the people? 
The African church, foremost, desperately needs a theology that grapples with the 
entirety of the human condition. But to do this the church needs to confront ugly parts 
of its history, and disentangle itself from the imperial forces that have from time to 
time tried to co-opt it as an instrument of domination. The journey here must start 
with the question of rediscovering its biblical mandate, and reconnecting with the 
people - and not power - to whom its proprietor, Jesus Christ, called them to serve. 
Secondly, this theology must answer the question, of what it means to bear God’s 
image in this age of global tectonic shifts and what the humanity of others means in 
relation to the self. 
Since we also recognize the urgency that such a time has pressed upon the church in 
which we must share the discourse on the mandate of the faithful, we will attempt to 
provide appropriate responses for the current crisis and what the church in Africa can 
do to commence its journey of human flourishing: 
1. In the event that this pandemic reaches massive proportions, volunteer your domes, 
houses of worship as quarantine centres. They have adequate space to offer a lifeline 
to the much-overstretched health care facilities across the country. 
2. This pandemic has already started causing social disorder across the continent; rally 
your communities in prayer, offer timely and frequent communication and liaise 
closely with your governments to spread communication to what is happening across 
the country. You have a broad network of people and this can dispel the angst going 
on. The assurance people need right now is timely information and what they can do 
to survive this pandemic. 
3. Use your premises as shelters for the needy in your communities, if properly done, 
this will minimize the spread of the virus as it curtails the movement of people. Liaise 
with your government on this; be proactive. 
4. This is not the time for the clergy to isolate and posture, you have a database of 
trained professionals, ranging from doctors, emergency response professionals, social 



workers, and policy analysts. You have help, just ask. Besides, vulnerability is the 
best posture for these times. It shows that you are also human. 
5. Prepare for newer ways of keeping communities robust and resilient. There exists a 
plethora of (mostly free) online tools and platforms for community building for the 
members. While they can't substitute for an actual meeting of the faithful, they 
provide a useful tool for maintaining communication and fellowship among the 
faithful and building strong communities of faith. 
6. Encourage health specialists, professionals, and first responders in your midst. 
Significant portions of the health sector staffers sit in your pews every Sunday. Call 
them, ask where you can help. Encouragement is a good place to start. We know our 
local healthcare infrastructure never equips them adequately for the challenge of this 
magnitude. 
7. Don't fall for the false faith vs science dichotomy. As believers, there's no 
distinction between the life of the heart and the life of the mind. We should be 
committed to the pursuit of vaccines/cure trials grounded in the biblical understanding 
that we follow a God and profess a religion of not just faith and prayer but also of 
wisdom, curiosity, knowledge and understanding. 
8. Take care of the vulnerable in our midst. Not every congregant can stock up. This 
is the time to be the hands and feet of God. Encourage the generosity of the faithful. 
This is the time to call those in need and reassure them of provisions, however little, 
in these times of quarantines and artificial shortages. 
9. Call out the regime as regards the healthcare sector. The constant incompetence, 
corruption, and mismanagement of our healthcare budget have impacted many of 
those in the pews and exacerbated the current situation. Faith calls for courage, not 
dreamy fatalism or escapist views. 
10. Encourage online generosity: The government, firms, schools, and lots of 
organizations already moved there. Church ministry whether through giving for 
administrative needs, support for vulnerable ministries, or donations to courses should 
move online. Encourage provisioning that minimizes physical contact. If the birds of 
the air don't bother about food, what of you son of man. Don't worry. 
11. Start a thinking collective of theologians, social scientists, digital professionals, 
social workers and pastors to start interrogating these issues with veracity and 
experiment with different church models suitable for the African condition. Too, start 
interrogating new theological paradigms that take into account the flourishing of the 
African people. 
Of note: Forget neo-liberal sloganeering. The new-liberal order has collapsed and 
with it, its theology. 
In this time of drastic global change, it is our hope that we can reconnect with the 
builder of His church and once more be energized by the one who called us. Once 
more, we must contend with everything anew, for the old wineskins are not sufficient 
for the new wine that our saviour summons us to feed his sheep. 
Sincerely, 
Darius Okolla and Joe Kobuthi 
 


