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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS  

ACDEG  – African Charter on Democracy Elections and Governance 

ACHPR  – African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (Banjul Charter) 

AfCHPR – African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights 

ACT  – Alliance for Change and Transparency (Wazalendo) ‘Patriots’  

CBOs  – Community-based Organizations 

CHADEMA – Chama cha Demokrasia na Maendeleo (Party of Democracy & Development)      

CCM  – Chama Cha Mapinduzi (Revolutionary Party) 

CSOs  – Civil Society Organizations  

EAC   – East African Community  

EISA   – Electoral Institute for Sustainable Democracy in Africa 

EMBs  – Electoral Management Bodies  

FBOs  – Faith-based Organizations  

  IDC    – Inclusive Development for Citizens 

KCK  – Kituo Cha Katiba 

LHRC  – Legal Human Rights Centre  

NEC   – National Electoral Commission  

NGOs  – Non-Governmental Organizations  

ORPP   – Office of the Registrar of Political Parties 

SADC  – Southern Africa Development Community 

TCRA  – Tanzania Communications Regulatory Authority 

   THRDC  – Tanzania Human Rights Defenders Coalition 

TEW   – Tanzania Elections’ Watch  

ZEC  – Zanzibar Electoral Commission  

  



Page | 4  
 

1.0 INTRODUCTION  

The Tanzania Election Watch (TEW) is a regional initiative established in 2020. Its mandate is to, 
shed light on the electoral context in Tanzania and offer a regional response. The initiative 
focuses on growing regional and international attention and response to the electoral situation in 
Tanzania. The TEW initiative is led by a dedicated Panel of Eminent Persons, which was launched 
on 3rd September 2020, and composed of well-reputed individuals from the East and Southern 
Africa region.1 

 
TEW also seeks to activate the regional and international human rights systems and the 
international community to take necessary action to address risks of a potential crisis emanating 
from the October 28 2020 election context. TEW serves as an alternative to the now constricted 
electoral context in which independent democratic actors such as election monitors are no longer 
able to fulfill their mandate in Tanzania. 

 
The role of the Panel is to critically examine key developments and events as they unfold, in 
order to trigger appropriate responses to address the prevalent human rights and political 
concerns being observed in Tanzania.2 This Preliminary Statement is being issued after the end of 
the polling but as counting is still ongoing, and also following closely the Pre-Election Report, At 
the Edge of Democracy, which was launched on 21st September 2020.3 
 

2.0 CONTEXT OF THE ELECTIONS  

This is the 6th multiparty election in Tanzania’s history, still under the reign of the Chama Cha 
Mapinduzi (CCM) government. The General Election was conducted amid a global Corona Virus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.4 Further, TEW has noted the challenging political and security environment 
within which the elections were conducted. They took place within the context of heavy security 
deployment, a media blackout, internet shutdown, harassment, intimidation and arrests of the 
opposition, as well as obstruction of voters both in the mainland and in Zanzibar.5  These 
concerns were raised by the TEW Panel ahead of the elections, but still continued during the 
Election Day itself.  

 
The electoral process have been characterized by political tension, particularly during the 
campaigns and heightened during the elections day as observed by TEW. There were incidences 
of arrests and restriction of movement of political opponents and killing of at least nine 
supporters aligned to Zanzibar’s opposition ACT-Wazalendo party on the eve of the main election. 
The challenges witnessed deeply impacted on the credibility of the elections both in Zanzibar and 
on the mainland. 
 

 
1 Visit, https://tanzaniaelectionswatch.org/category/panel-press-release/page/2/, accessed October 28, 2020. 
2 The Panel Members have issued various press releases, appeared in national, regional and international media 
channels to raise various concerns pertaining to the elections and the electoral environment. 
3 To access the Pre-election Report, visit, https://s3-eu-west-
1.amazonaws.com/s3.sourceafrica.net/documents/120785/Tanzania-Election-Watch-At-the-Edge-of-Democracy.pdf, 
accessed October 28, 2020. 
4 Visit, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/28/tanzania-votes-for-president-amid-fears-of-violence-fraud, 
accessed, October 28, 2020. 
5 Various advisory and observatory statements were issued by the TEW panel, including to the Electoral Management 
Bodies in the mainland Tanzania and Zanzibar, well ahead of the elections. 

https://tanzaniaelectionswatch.org/category/panel-press-release/page/2/
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3.sourceafrica.net/documents/120785/Tanzania-Election-Watch-At-the-Edge-of-Democracy.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3.sourceafrica.net/documents/120785/Tanzania-Election-Watch-At-the-Edge-of-Democracy.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/28/tanzania-votes-for-president-amid-fears-of-violence-fraud
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3.0 KEY FINDINGS  

These key findings are anchored on the Constitution of Tanzania, relevant national laws and the 
Tanzania Electoral Code of Conduct.6  These findings are informed by the daily and weekly 
reports filed between 21st September to 28th October 2020, by the numerous dedicated TEW allies 
and observers across the mainland and Zanzibar.  

 
Tanzania is party to several regional and international instruments, key among these are the 
SADC Principles and Guidelines Governing Democratic Elections, the East African Community 
Treaty, the United Nations International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  Tanzania is yet to ratify the African Charter on 
Democracy, Elections and Governance. More specifically, Article 6 (v) of the Treaty for the 
establishment of the EAC enjoins member states to practice good governance including respect 
for democracy, rule of law, accountability, protection of human rights and gender equality.7  
 

3.1 ELECTION MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

Tanzania has a complex election administration system.  The National Electoral Commission 
(NEC) established under Article 74 of the 1977 United Republic of Tanzania Constitution and the 
National Elections Act (Cap 343) manages the Union elections.  The NEC is responsible for 
presidential, parliamentary elections, as well as local elections in mainland Tanzania and 
Zanzibar.  On the other hand, the 1984 Zanzibar Constitution and Zanzibar Elections Act 2018 
govern the Zanzibar elections under the mandate of the ZEC.   
 
Both the NEC and the ZEC were operationally established in 1993 when the respective Presidents 
appointed the first members to the Commissions.  Members of the NEC are drawn from both 
parts of the United Republic of Tanzania.  In Zanzibar, the President in line with the 2018 
amendments appoints the commissioners. 
 
The 2018 Zanzibar Elections Act provides powers to the ZEC to conduct and supervise all Zanzibar 
elections and referendums – the elections of the Zanzibar President, the elections of the members 
of the House of Representatives and the councilors’ elections. It has no power on the elections of 
the president of the United Republic of Tanzania, members of the National Assembly and 
councilors for Tanzania mainland as they are conducted and supervised by the National Electoral 
Commission. 
 
Previous elections have witnessed complaints on the independence of both NEC and ZEC.  Ahead 
of the 2020 general elections, opposition parties, human rights organizations and religious 
institutions voiced concerns around the integrity of the Election Management Bodies (EMBs), 
stemming from the appointment and funding modality of the Commissions. During the final 
political party rallies, the opposition claimed that EMBs had systematically discredited the 
elections through disqualifying its candidates or halting their campaign programs.  
 
The TEW noted limited transparency throughout the electoral process, as both NEC and ZEC were 
reluctant to provide regular updates and information to the public and stakeholders on 
preparations for the elections.  The TEW noted the lack of confidence by the opposition and some 

 
6 For a copy of the Code, visit the Electoral Institute for Sustainable Democracy in Africa (EISA) 
https://www.eisa.org/wep/tanparties3.htm, accessed October 27, 2020. 
7 Visit, https://www.eisa.org/pdf/sadc2015principles.pdf, accessed October 27, 2020. 

https://www.eisa.org/wep/tanparties3.htm
https://www.eisa.org/pdf/sadc2015principles.pdf
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stakeholders in the ability of the EMBs to conduct impartial and credible polls.  This created an 
environment of mistrust and suspicion throughout the election period. Indeed, this is contrary to 
SADC Principle 7.5, which requires Member States to take all necessary measures and precautions 
to prevent the perpetration of fraud, rigging or any other illegal practices throughout the whole 
electoral process, in order to maintain peace and security. 
 
The NEC failed to meet basic standards of the administration of justice in the handling of appeals 
filed to challenge the disqualification of candidates.  Significant delays were experienced in 
issuing of verdicts – some coming less than three (3) weeks to polling day. Some of the verdicts 
that were issued were not rationalized. The appeals process fell short of basic tenets of natural 
justice, including the right to be heard by disqualified candidates. Complaints regarding the 
handling of the certification of polling agents were also not adequately investigated and 
responded to by NEC.  
 

3.2 STATE SECURITY AND VIOLENCE 

The TEW notes that the 2020 electoral process presented significant security challenges, 
particularly because of the high-handed nature with which State security agencies executed their 
mandate during the electoral period. The conduct of the security forces created a climate of fear 
and intimidation prior to, and during the Election Day itself.  
 
Reports of arbitrary arrests, unlawful detention, sexual violence, torture, outright intimidation of 
opposition candidates and their party agents and violence against women have raised questions 
on the role of the security forces as provided under Article 147 of the United Republic of Tanzania 
Constitution.  TEW remains concerned about the security forces role in the early voting in 
Zanzibar as well as in the Election Day processes.  
 
Reports on the presence of foreign security agencies in Zanzibar impacted the safety and conduct 
of the election. Outright violence against innocent civilians by State security agents as witnessed 
both on the mainland and Zanzibar further contributed to an unsafe and insecure voting 
environment. The outcomes of these actions by these agents led to at least 10 deaths in 
Zanzibar.8 Many people sustained injuries across the entire country, and freedoms of movement, 
expression, and safety and integrity of the person, were severely restricted and not guaranteed 
as per the Constitution of Tanzania.  
 
The TEW Pre-Election Report, press releases and appearances by Panel Members on electronic 
and social media highlighted several concerns before and during the elections.9 These include the 
following: 

 
a) As early as March 2020, three (3) former Chadema Members of Parliament, Ms Halima 

Mdee (Kawe), Ms Ester Bulaya (Bunda Urban) and Special Seats MP, Ms Jesca Kishoa 
were admitted to hospital after they were allegedly beaten up by the police on March 
13, 2020. Ms Mdee, who is also CHADEMA women’s wing chairperson and Ms Bulaya 

 
8 TEW observers on the ground reported these incidents, but names are withheld due to their security and safety. 
Further, as quoted: “Opposition leader Seif Sharif Hamad, [from ACT- Wazalendo]… said nine people had been killed 
on the second island of Pemba on Monday night, and one on the main island Unguja on Tuesday morning, with 50 
injured.” Visit https://www.capitalfm.co.ke/news/2020/10/zanzibar-opposition-leader-says-10-killed-on-eve-of-tense-
election/, accessed October 28, 2020. 
9 See the Pre-Election Report, At the Edge of Democracy and for more information on these violations, visit 
https://tanzaniaelectionswatch.org/2020/10/, accessed October 28, 2020. 

http://xhvv4.mjt.lu/lnk/AVMAABH6Bk0AAAABa04AAAckoW8AAAAAo_8AAHLpABRqIgBfjlKxtIn57RnfTHqRebsM2Y2QBQAURVg/6/T9SUEkyP_SSNR2Q6TbYUdA/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGhlY2l0aXplbi5jby50ei9uZXdzL1RocmVlLUNoYWRlbWEtTVBzLWFkbWl0dGVkLWFmdGVyLS1iZWluZy1iZWF0ZW4tdXAtYnktcG9saWNlLS8xODQwMzQwLTU0OTA4MDQtdzJiMWtnL2luZGV4Lmh0bWw
https://www.capitalfm.co.ke/news/2020/10/zanzibar-opposition-leader-says-10-killed-on-eve-of-tense-election/
https://www.capitalfm.co.ke/news/2020/10/zanzibar-opposition-leader-says-10-killed-on-eve-of-tense-election/
https://tanzaniaelectionswatch.org/2020/10/
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were admitted at Aga Khan Hospital, while Ms Kishoa at Amana hospital both in Dar es 
Salaam. Police and Prison Services Guards attacked the three while at Segerea 
Maximum Security Prison, where they had gone to accompany the CHADEMA’s National 
Chairperson, Mr Freeman Mbowe.  

b) On 8th August 2020, people who are yet to be identified attacked Mr Freeman Mbowe, 
CHADEMA’s National Chairperson, in what the main opposition party described as ‘a 
politically-motivated’ attack. Mr Mbowe, who doubles as the Hai Member of Parliament 
was attacked on the night in the capital Dodoma and was immediately rushed to 
hospital. 

c) Reported deaths of innocent civilians in Tanzania and mainly in the islands of Pemba 
and Zanzibar, who were later buried on the Election Day;  

d) Complaints of opposition polling agents being denied from observing voting in polling 
stations with some reportedly attacked or arrested while exercising their mandate;  

e) The reported attack on CHADEMA’s parliamentary candidate for Tarime Urban Ms Esther 
Matiko at her office in Tarime District, Mara Region on October 14, 2020, during 
which she was manhandled along with her bodyguard.  

f) The reported arrests and later release of opposition candidates from CHADEMA such as 
Halima Mdee and Upendo Peneza on the Election Day;10 and  

g) The deployment and participation of the Tanzanian military in an erstwhile civilian 
process as witnessed predominantly in Zanzibar. 

 
3.3 THE MEDIA ENVIRONMENT 

TEW noted the constriction of the media environment.11  At the commencement of the electoral 
season on 7th July 2020, the TCRA suspended Kwanza TV, an online television network, for 11 
months for allegedly generating and disseminating ‘biased’, misleading and disruptive content.’12  
 
On 11th August 2020 the TCRA amended the Electronic and Postal Communications (Radio and 
Television Broadcast) Regulations by adding new subsections to Section 37 to compel licensed 
local broadcasters to seek the regulator’s permission to air content produced in collaboration with 
their regional and international broadcast partners. 
 
Due to the role of TCRA, media (electronic and print media channels) has not provided balanced 
coverage of the 2020 general election despite the existence of an enabling self-regulatory code of 
conduct.13  Restrictions on mainstream media made it imperative to rely on social media as an 
alternative.  
 
However, Internet shutdown on the eve of the elections and during the Election Day itself 
hampered communication and access to information. The July 17th enactment and subsequent 
enforcement of the Electronic and Postal Communications (Online Content) Regulations 2020 

 
10 The Al Jazeera media house estimates that about 42 opposition candidates and activists were arrested on the 
Election Day. Visit, https://qz.com/africa/1923616/tanzanias-magufuli-blocks-twitter-facebook-sms-on-election-eve/, 
accessed October 29, 2020. 
11 See the media statement released by TEW, October 29, 2020. Visit https://tanzaniaelectionswatch.org/2020/10/, 
accessed October 29, 2020. 
12 To see the statement to the Director of TCRA, visit, https://tanzaniaelectionswatch.org/2020/10/24/a-letter-to-the-
director-general-of-tanzania-communications-regulatory-authority-calling-for-non-interference-in-the-general-
elections-in-the-united-republic-of-tanzania/, accessed October 28, 2020. 
13 Media Code of Conduct for Election Reporting in Tanzania, see https://accountablejournalism.org/ethics-
codes/tanzania-media-code-of-conduct-for-election-reporting 

https://qz.com/africa/1923616/tanzanias-magufuli-blocks-twitter-facebook-sms-on-election-eve/
https://tanzaniaelectionswatch.org/2020/10/
https://tanzaniaelectionswatch.org/2020/10/24/a-letter-to-the-director-general-of-tanzania-communications-regulatory-authority-calling-for-non-interference-in-the-general-elections-in-the-united-republic-of-tanzania/
https://tanzaniaelectionswatch.org/2020/10/24/a-letter-to-the-director-general-of-tanzania-communications-regulatory-authority-calling-for-non-interference-in-the-general-elections-in-the-united-republic-of-tanzania/
https://tanzaniaelectionswatch.org/2020/10/24/a-letter-to-the-director-general-of-tanzania-communications-regulatory-authority-calling-for-non-interference-in-the-general-elections-in-the-united-republic-of-tanzania/
https://accountablejournalism.org/ethics-codes/tanzania-media-code-of-conduct-for-election-reporting
https://accountablejournalism.org/ethics-codes/tanzania-media-code-of-conduct-for-election-reporting
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affected citizens’ freedom to exchange information during the elections. The regulations outline a 
list of prohibited online content among which is criminalizing organizing, planning and supporting 
protests online.  
 
The assault on freedom of expression is not limited to the media alone. The secretary of the 
Islamic Council in Tanzania Sheikh Ponda Issa Ponda was arrested on July 11, 2020 at his 
Bungoni office in Ilala, Dar es Salaam for allegedly circulating content that amounts to 
‘incitement’ and breach of peace towards the election.  He was detained in police custody, spent 
10 days in custody, and released without any charges preferred against him.14  
 
Whereas the Constitution of the Republic of Tanzania guarantees freedom of media and 
expression, findings of the TEW indicate that government failed to adhere to the same during the 
election period.  
 

3.4 POLITICAL PARTIES’ PARTICIPATION IN THE ELECTIONS  

As documented in the TEW pre-election report, At the Edge of Democracy, the Tanzanian 
Parliament in January 2019 passed amendments to the Political Parties Act, 1992. These 
amendments gave sweeping powers to a government-appointed registrar of political parties; a 
move that was challenged by both the opposition legislators and human rights activists. The 
panel notes the efforts made by various political parties to seek legal recourse in challenging the 
act through the courts of law.  

 
Further the panel notes the active participation of the 19 political parties in these elections that 
fielded candidates for the various open positions. The 2020 elections witnessed a record number 
of women nominated for various positions which saw three main political parties in this year’s 
elections -- the ruling CCM, CHADEMA and ACT-Wazalendo collectively nominate a total of 672 
parliamentary candidates of which 102 are women equivalent to 15 per cent. This is a notable 
increase in women participation in constituency elections if one compares the number of women 
candidates for the 2015 general election, which was only 67 out of 651 of all candidates. 
 
The role of the Office of the Registrar of Political Parties (ORPP) in facilitating the active 
participation of parties in the elections is thus critical in ensuring an effective democracy. There 
was insufficient evidence of playing such a role including in ensuring the inclusion and effective 
participation of youth, women and People Living with Disabilities as prescribed in the Political 
Parties Amendment Act (2019). The ORPP failed to provide specific guidelines on how parties 
could translate the aspirations set forth in Section 6 the Act, and also in the SADC Principle No. 
2.1.1, which requires that the government enable citizens’ participation in all electoral processes.  

 

3.5 ROLE OF CSOs AND OBSERVERS IN ELECTIONS  

On 23rd June 2020, NEC announced a list of NGOs accredited to observe the 2020 elections. The 
list of accredited observers excluded some of the main human rights and well established civic 
organizations in the country including the Legal and Human Rights Centre and the Tanzania 
Episcopal Conference. The move was unprecedented given that the two organizations have been 
observing Tanzanian elections since the return of multiparty politics in 1995. 

 

 
14 TEW observer reports that were filed daily and/or weekly site these sources more often. 



Page | 9  
 

The pre-election period however featured considerable restrictions on the free operation of civil 
society in Tanzania triggered by the Written Laws (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act no. 3 2019 as 
well as the Political Parties Amendment Act (2019). Both laws make it an offense for civil society 
to participate in popular mobilization towards a political cause. The PPA Act particularly restricts 
engagement between civil society and political parties by requiring that civil society seeks 
approval from the ORPP in order to provide capacity building and exchange with political parties. 
The enforcement of the revised Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) Act and the subsequent 
regulations has made it virtually impossible for civil society to engage meaningfully in the 
electoral process.  
 
On June 24, 2020, the Registrar of NGOs suspended Inclusive Development for Citizens (IDC - 
Tanzania), a local organization dealing with issues of inclusion for the excluded, for allegedly 
violating the law guiding the operations of NGOs in Tanzania.  The suspension of IDC - Tanzania 
was swiftly followed by a 7-day notice to the Tanzania Human Rights Defenders Coalition 
(THRDC), asking the organization to explain why legal measures should not be taken against the 
organization for allegedly violating the laws that guide the operations of non-governmental 
organizations in Tanzania.  
 
Further, the Registrar also threatened the Legal and Human Rights Centre (LHRC), the largest 
human rights organization in Tanzania, with a similar letter. The Centre was ordered to suspend 
their election observation activities and show cause why they shouldn’t be deregistered in view of 
alleged violation of the NGO Law. THRDC would announce on August 18, 2020 that it 
‘temporarily’ suspended its operations in Tanzania after the Police force ordered CRDB Bank to 
block THRDC’s account, for allegedly signing contracts with donors without consulting the 
Treasury Office and office of the Registrar of NGOs. The order followed interrogation of the 
THRDC national coordinator for alleged financial malpractice. 

 
TEW notes that election observation is important in promoting and protecting the civil and 
political rights of participants in elections and therefore the absence of sufficient and credible 
observer outfits has a bearing on the integrity of the vote. As a state party to the SADC, Tanzania 
has failed in the 2020 elections to safeguard the freedom of association necessary for effective 
participation in elections in line with Article 4.1.1 which provides for Constitutional and legal 
guarantees of freedom and rights of the citizens. 
 

3.6 TRANSITION, JUSTICE AND REPARATIONS  

Tanzania’s legal and constitutional framework is limited in providing scope for legal recourse of 
electoral disputes. As such, electoral disputes and/or conflict pose an important threat to the 
attainment of electoral justice in the country. Section 143 of the Zanzibar Election Act 2018, 
provides for the Zanzibar Electoral Commission to determine any matter related to elections not 
provided under the elections Act or any Act relating to elections and its decision on that matter 
shall be final and cannot be questioned in any court of law.  

 
On the other hand, Section 41(7) of the United Republic of Tanzania Constitution provides that no 
court of law shall have any jurisdiction to inquire into the election of a presidential candidate once 
one has been declared by the electoral commission to have been duly elected.  

 
The above provision was challenged in 2018 in the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights 
(AfCHPR), based in Arusha, in the case of Jebra Kambole v. United Republic of Tanzania. The 
Applicant challenged the provision of Article 41(7) of the Constitution, which blocks any challenge 
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in court of the results of the presidential elections as announced by the NEC. The Court found in 
July 2020 that the article amounted to a violation of Article 2 of the African Charter on Human 
and People’s Rights. 

 
In this regard, the TEW notes the absence of robust institutions as well as mechanisms for 
dispute resolution. The lack of legal recourse and a national and subnational infrastructure for 
conflict resolution in the context of elections considerably exposes Tanzania to the risk of 
protracted electoral conflict as has been witnessed among several of Tanzania’s neighbors. 

 
While the TEW notes that the electoral process is yet to be completed, it calls on Tanzanian 
authorities, political parties and candidates to continue playing a positive role in ensuring a 
peaceful post-election environment.  
 

3.7 ELECTION DAY OBSERVATIONS  

The Zanzibar Electoral Commission introduced an early voting provision for the first time in the 
2020 elections. Uncertainty over the oversight and scrutiny of the early vote however caused 
significant discontent causing some circles of the opposition to protest the early vote. The ZEC 
however proceeded with the vote amidst significant violence particularly in Pemba Island. It is 
unclear the efforts made by the ZEC to ensure transparency during the early vote. 

 
TEW notes that polls largely opened and closed on time at the stations both in Zanzibar and on 
the mainland. The atmosphere or environment outside of the polling stations was generally tense 
with some incidents of violence, threats, intimidation as well as allegations and counter 
allegations of vote rigging in favour of the ruling CCM, in some places.  

 
Reports of opposition party agents being barred from accessing polling stations were widespread 
at the beginning of the polls. There were generally few independent observers watching the 
polls.  The TEW received reports of irregularities including, interference by security agencies in 
the voting process. Thus, the TEW notes challenges on Election Day characterized by an Internet 
shutdown as well as a slowdown in all manner of telecommunications service across Tanzania. 

 
The heavy deployment of the Tanzanian security forces most critically the Tanzanian military raise 
concerns over the militarization and securitization of a largely civilian process. It is unclear what 
necessitated such deployment and the legal basis for the deployment and the ensuing actions of 
the police and other armed forces remain unexplained. 

 

4.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

The 2020 elections marked an important step in Tanzania’s political discourse.  We commend the 
people of Tanzania, the political parties and the candidates for running fairly competitive 
campaigns despite the setbacks and limitations.  
 
TEW notes however that based on observations made, the 2020 elections marked the most 
significant backsliding in Tanzania's democratic credentials. The demonstrable lack of 
transparency, stakeholder engagement and accountability in the general management of the 
electoral process limited the opportunity for credible elections.  
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TEW observes that the electoral process, so far, falls way below the acceptable international 
standards for holding free, fair, participatory, peaceful, transparent, accountable, and credible 
elections in line with regional and international standards for democratic elections including: the 
Treaty for the Establishment of the East African Community (EAC), particularly article 6 (d) and 
the EAC Principles of Election Observation and Evaluation; and the South African Development 
Community (SADC) Principles and Guidelines Governing Democratic Elections. Section 7.4 of the 
SADC Principles and Guidelines governing democratic elections requires member states to 
safeguard the human and civil liberties of all citizens including the freedom of movement, 
assembly, association, expression, and campaigning as well as access to the media on the part of 
all stakeholders, during electoral processes.  

 
Unfortunately, the Tanzanian elections were conducted in a context of a rapidly declining civic 
space, a challenging political and security environment and amid the Covid-19 pandemic. In view 
of the findings and circumstances noted above, TEW offers the following preliminary 
recommendations for consideration by stakeholders: 

 
To the Election Management Bodies (NEC and ZEC): 
Transparently communicate with all stakeholders across the political divide; and accord both the 
opposition and the ruling party equal and fair treatment in the remaining stages of the electoral 
process. 

 
To the State Security Agencies: 
Demonstrate professionalism and impartiality in providing safety and security services to election 
stakeholders throughout the remaining electoral period, including upholding the protection of 
human rights during post election security operations. 
 
To the Political Parties: 
Work towards consolidating democratic practice through utilizing dialogue opportunities availed 
by the NEC and ZEC to challenge and resolve election grievances in a peaceful and consensual 
manner. 

 
To the International Community: 
Continue mounting pressure on the Tanzanian authorities to adhere to their democratic and 
human rights mandate and obligations under international law as well as remind the authorities of 
liability for any gross violations; and extend support as needed to help Tanzanian actors in 
addressing the transitional justice issues related to the 2020 elections. 
 
To the Government of Tanzania: 
To ensure that the legal framework for election management is consolidated, streamlined and 
consistent, providing for inherent judicial mechanisms for Election Dispute Resolution at different 
levels; and to respect and adhere to the various international treaties and regional standards to 
which Tanzania is a party. 

 
In conclusion, the Panel of Eminent Persons continues to monitor the post election environment 
and relevant events as Tanzanians exercise their right to participate in the governance of their 
country. 
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SIGNATURES OF THE EMINENT PANEL – TANZANIA ELECTIONS WATCH 

 
Signed on this Friday, October 30, 2020 on behalf of the TEW Eminent Panel: 
 

                             

                       Prof. Frederick Ssempebwa – Chairperson (Uganda) 

                                         

Ms. Alice Mogwe – Co-Chair (Botswana)    Dr. Willy Mutunga – Co- Chair (Kenya) 



 

 

Tanzania Election Watch (TEW) is a regional initiative 
whose mandate is to shed light on the electoral 
context in the Tanzania and o�er a regional response 
to the same. The initiative focuses on growing region-
al and international attention and response to the 
electoral situation in Tanzania. It also seeks to activate 
the regional and international human rights system 
and the international community to take necessary 
action to address risks of crisis emanating from the 
electoral context. Tanzania Elections Watch serves as 
an alternative to the now constricted electoral 
context in which independent democratic actors are 
no longer able to ful�ll their mandate in Tanzania. 

The TEW initiative has put together a dedicated panel 
of eminent persons made up of well reputed individ-
uals from the region to critically debate key develop-
ments and events as they unfold in order to trigger 
appropriate responses to address the prevalent 
human rights and political concerns being observed 
in Tanzania.

Info@ tanzaniaelectionswatch.org 

@WatchTanzania

watchtanzania2020
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Ms. Alice Wairimu Nderitu 

Ms. Betty Kaari Murungi 
Prof. Chaloka Beyani 

Hon. Dan Wandera Ogalo 
Mr. David Makali 

Prof. Frederick Jjuuko 
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