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COMMISSIONER:  Good morning everybody we are going to start  th is morning with 
your witness Ms Dwane, Ms Mayosi.   Is she going to test i fy in Engl ish or is iXhosa?  
MS MAYOSI:   The witness has asked me to ask her the quest ions in Engl ish she 
wi l l  answer in is iXhosa so I  th ink she probably then prefers to be sworn in in 
is iXhosa.  
COMMISSIONER:  Good and secondly just  to conf i rm that  Ms Dwane is aware that  
th is is a publ ic proceed ing and that her name may be made publ ic.  
MS MAYOSI:   She is aware she has no object ion.  
COMMISSIONER:  No object ion to that  good thank you very much.  Advocate Pikol i  
would you mind? 
YOLISWA DWANE (sworn states)  
EXAMINATION BY MS MAYOSI  
MS MAYOSI:  Thank you Ms Dwane so you wi l l  then answer in Engl ish as wel l ,  
Engl ish appears to have won the day.   Ms Dwane you made a statement for th is 
Commission in November 2013 is that  correct?  
MS DWANE: Yes. 
MS MAYOSI:  Do you st i l l  conf i rm that  you are bound by the conte nts of  that  
statement? 
MS DWANE: Yes. 
MS MAYOSI:  The statement you made i t  was made both in your personal capacity 
but  a lso as a representat ive of  equal educat ion as the complainant organisat ion is 
that  correct? 
MS DWANE: Yes. 
MS MAYOSI:  So the statement was not obtained f rom you by the evidence leaders 
of  the Commission is that r ight?  
MS DWANE: Yes, yes.  
MS MAYOSI:  You l ive in Si te B in Khayel i tsha correct?  
MS DWANE: Yes. 
MS MAYOSI:  How long have you l ived in Khayel i tsha?  
MS DWANE: I ’ve l ived in Si te B TT Sect ion since 1999, December 1999 I  was 
coming f rom the Eastern Cape Dimbaza Township.   I  moved into that  area mainly 
because my mother used to l ive there and also I  was looking for further educat ion 
opportuni t ies at  that  part icular t ime.  So I have been s taying there since 1999 up 
unt i l  today,  dur ing that  per iod I ’ve spent some years at  UCT.  
MS MAYOSI:  Describe for the Commission the kind of  dwel l ing that  you l ive in is i t  



an informal set t lement and so on?  
MS DWANE: I t ’s  an informal set t lement.  
MS MAYOSI:  How do you access water and sanitat ion?  
MS DWANE: When I  arr ived at  the TT Sect ion there was a communal type we did 
not  have electr ic i ty at  that  point  and also we did not  have access to to i lets so we 
had to cross the street  and go to the W Sect ion that  is where we were asking for 
the use or access to to i lets at that  point .   In the middle of ,  af ter f ive years or so 
government gave the ci t izens in that  area electr ic i ty so the whole area now has 
electr ic i ty.   I  th ink two years ago or a year ago they were also given access to 
to i lets,  those are communal to i lets that  are now recent ly c leaned by cleaners that 
are paid by government and those to i lets we are currently sharing with 225 
famil ies.  
MS MAYOSI:  And water?  
MS DWANE: We st i l l  use the communal tap.  
MS MAYOSI:  How far are the to i let  and water faci l i t ies f rom your home?  
MS DWANE: They are close i t  probably takes about two minutes to fetch water in 
the tap and i t  is  a lso the same distance with the access to to i lets,  communal 
to i lets.  
MS MAYOSI:  What is the l ight ing l ike,  the external l ights in the area?  
MS DWANE: Wel l  there was a searchlight ,  the big pole but  i t  was not in use for a 
long t ime so af ter a campaign for l ight ing last  year so that  they changed the bulbs 
and now that l ight  is now operat ional.  
MS MAYOSI:  Alr ight ,  whose campaign was that  for l ight ing last  year?  
MS DWANE: I t  was mainly SJC campaign that  we jo ined in and we wrote to,  we 
wrote in the newspapers we got some of  our members to wr i te some art ic les so 
Doron Isaacs wrote some art ic les on the ( indi st inct)  newspaper and also in the 
Cape Times.  So that  campaign, and we also did a socia l  media campaign where 
we were pressing on the Premier to actual ly hold her accountable for the l ights 
that  are not  switched on in our communit ies.  
MS MAYOSI:  So i t  was as a result  of  that  campaign you say that  you then began to 
have fu l ly funct ional l ights in the area?  
MS DWANE: Yes in that  area, there are st i l l  o ther areas where there isn’ t  l ight ing 
or proper l ight ing in the streets.  
MS MAYOSI:  Alr ight ,  you co-founded Equal Educat ion as an organisat ion correct?  
MS DWANE: Yes. 
MS MAYOSI:  Equal Educat ion’s of f ices are based in Khayel i tsha is that  r ight?  
MS DWANE: Yes we founded Equal Educat ion in the beginning of  2007 and the 
main object ive of  Equal Educat ion is to t ransf orm the educat ion system of  th is 
country.   Many of  us wi l l  know that  the major i ty of  the working class chi ldren,  
mainly b lack and coloured chi ldren of  th is country,  do not have access to qual i ty 
school ing and equal i ty with in our school ing system and that  r esul ts or impacts on 
their  learning.   Things l ike school inf rastructure do impact on their  learning and 
those are the issues that  Equal Educat ion has actual ly campaigned for.  
MS MAYOSI:  You’re the head of  Pol icy Communicat ion and Research at  Equal 
Educat ion is that  r ight?  
MS DWANE: Yes. 



MS MAYOSI:  What does that  ro le entai l?  
MS DWANE: I t  mainly entai ls th is group of  people with in that  department 
understanding pol icy,  law, understanding educat ion research and also inform our 
members about the inequal i t ies th at  exist  but  a lso the main object ive of  that  uni t  
wi th in Equal Educat ion is to inform the organisat ion and inform our campaigns so 
that  our campaigns are evidence -based. 
MS MAYOSI:  Was Equal Educat ion a party to the in i t ia l  complaint  to the Premier in 
November 2012? 
MS DWANE: Yes. 
MS MAYOSI:  That is the complaint  that  u l t imately led to the establ ishment of  th is 
Commission.  
MS DWANE: Yes. 
MS MAYOSI:  Was i t  a lso a party to the subsequent complaint  in March 2012?  
MS DWANE: Yes. 
MS MAYOSI:  Alr ight ,  te l l  the Commission br ief ly why Equal Educat ion decided to 
campaign for the establ ishment of  th is Commission?  
MS DWANE: The f irst ,  in  the f i rst  p lace we decided to jo in th is campaign f i rst ly to 
stand in sol idar i ty with people l ike Zol isa Nonkonyane and we were in sol i dar i ty 
with TAC in some of  their  campaigns where they wanted just ice for Zol isa.   There 
was another vict im as wel l  that  was ki l led,  a lesbian gir l  who was ki l led mainly 
because she was a lesbian and we had been involved in these campaigns even 
before the establ ishment of  Equal Educat ion and SJC.  When Equal Educat ion 
began i ts work in 2008 we also jo ined in the campaign around xenophobia and then 
also cont inued our work and our partnership with SJC.  Therefore for us i t  was, the 
f i rst  reason was that  we have to stand in sol idar i ty with those who have been in a 
way not received just ice and also when issues of  pol ic ing are ra ised with in 
Khayel i tsha we th ink that  i t  is  in our interest  as wel l  because the major i ty of  our 
members do reside in Khayel i tsha.  We have 20 branches, we operate in 20 high 
schools in Khayel i tsha and therefore i t  is  in our interest to actual ly take up that  
k ind of  campaign.  The th ird reason for us to be part of  th is campaign was mainly 
because we also had simi lar cases,  we had stor ies to te l l  where we have actual ly 
approached the Site B pol ice stat ion for example to help us but  we have not 
received any feedback.   Therefore we also thought that th is is something that  is 
important  that  would not only help these few organisat ions but wi l l  a ls o give an 
opportuni ty for members of  Khayel i tsha community to actual ly speak up.  
MS MAYOSI:  In your statement that  you made to the Commission you real ly dealt  
wi th three areas broadly.   You discussed the issue of  gang vio lence in schools;  
you discussed to a lesser extent  the ro le of  a lcohol and drugs to that  problem; then 
you also th ird ly ta lk about your personal experiences and the experiences of  your 
col leagues around cr ime.  I  want to take these topics sequent ia l ly looking f i rst  at  
the issue of  gang vio lence that you ta lk about in your statement.   In re lat ion to th is 
issue you say that var ious gangs operate in Khayel i tsha and that  these gangs are 
terr i tor ia l  is  that r ight?  
MS DWANE: Yes. 
MS MAYOSI:  Now are you able to ident ify the areas where gangs are r i fe versus 
those areas that  are re lat ively gang -f ree if  there are such areas in Khayel i tsha?  



MS DWANE: I  don’t  bel ieve that  there are areas that  are gang -f ree per se  but  what 
we have seen in the past  few years is that somet imes the f ights wi l l  start  in Hara re 
or in Makhaza and later the next  month they wi l l  move to Site B, I  mean move to 
Site B and Khayel i tsha and then wi l l  move to Site C and then the cycle cont inues 
but there wasn’t  a point  where certa in areas were not af fected.   What we have 
seen in the past  few years whereas the groups that  started very smal l  they have 
grown in s ize and th is is what worr ies us that  instead of  seeing a movement where 
these gangs are either s i lenced or not  operat ional instead they are growing and 
their  strength is actual ly expanding.  I  can ident ify a few areas,  there are about 
four b ig gangs that operate here in Khayel i tsha, the Russians,  the Vurahs, I ta l ians 
and Vatos.   Vatos are mainly f rom Khayel i tsha and Kuyasa; I ta l ians are in Si te B 
and Site C; Vurahs are in Harare and  there’s Russians.   Vurahs and I ta l ians have 
some kind of  an al l iance that  they don’t  f ight  with each other but  Vatos and I ta l ians 
are always f ight ing with each other,  at  the same t ime in Harare Vurahs and Vatos 
are at  war.   So I  bel ieve that  they are easi ly ident if iable especia l ly at  th is point 
where they are f ight ing in b ig numbers.   They are easi ly ident i f iable because there 
are spots where or hotspots where they actual ly conduct their  business where they 
actual ly f ight  on a dai ly basis.   I  have provided  that  informat ion,  some of  that  
informat ion in my af f idavi t .  
MS MAYOSI:  We’ l l  get  to those hotspots in a moment,  for now just  about these 
gangs that  you’ve ident if ied by name and the areas that  you say they operate in,  
has Equal Educat ion or yourself  perso nal ly made any ef forts to br ing th is 
informat ion to the at tent ion of  the SAPS in Khayel i tsha?  
MS DWANE: We have not wri t ten formal ly to the pol ice but  we know some of  the 
ef forts that have been done by SJC because we are in contact  with them.  
Secondly what we have done as Equal Educat ion we have wri t ten to the MEC 
Donald Grant, the MEC of  Educat ion in the  Western Cape to ask him to intervene 
and also to give us an opportuni ty to have a discussion with h im as to what ideas 
or what can be done to t ry and stop these gangs f rom operat ing.   We did not  get 
any reply or response f rom the MEC the only th ing that w e’ve heard about is an 
announcement made by the MEC for deploying pol icemen in certa in schools in 
Khayel i tsha but we have not seen those pol icemen being stat ioned permanent ly in 
those schools so i t  was, in our view, a once -of f  event.   We also know that some of  
the schools l ike for example Masiyi le High School when they had trouble managing 
the gangs and the f ights because some of  the f ights wi l l  a lso happen, they mainly 
happen before school on the kids’  way to school as wel l  as when they’re going 
home.  Somet imes they do f ight inside the schools so the pr incipal  of  Masiyi le 
approached the taxi  dr ivers to come and resolve the issue of  gang vio lence.  What 
the taxi  dr ivers were doing they had their  l is ts so they were gett ing some of  the 
students to ident ify who were gang members with in that  part icular school.   What 
happened af terwards is that  they were beat ing up those kids with s jamboks, rubber 
s jamboks but we don’t  bel ieve that is actual ly the correct  approach because f i rst ly 
there isn’ t  a way of  knowing exac t ly whether or not  some of  the kids were def in i te ly 
involved in the gang vio lence.  Some of  the kids were actual ly beaten up and did 
not  come back to school af ter that beat ing up because they thought that  i f  they do 
come back to school they wi l l  st i l l  be b eaten up by the taxi  dr ivers.    



MS MAYOSI:  Now you say that  are known and ident if iable do you know of  what 
steps SAPS have taken to act  against  gang members or perpetrators of  gang 
vio lence? 
MS DWANE: What I  have seen is that the pol ice wi l l  dr ive in,  wi l l  come with their  
van when they are cal led and they wi l l  d isperse the kids but  at  that point  when 
they see the pol ice coming already they have thrown away their  weapons or in 
some instances the kids that  would carry the weapons are the 10 year o lds and 
because they know that  the 10 year o lds won’t  be arrested then af ter that  the 
pol ice don’t  actual ly go and search those groups.  The groups don’t  actual ly run 
away they just  d isperse a l i t t le  b i t ,  they are st i l l  in  the vic in i ty and then come back,  
af ter a few seconds they come back and start  the f ight  a l l  over again.   But i f  you 
can just th ink of  Masiyi le and the open space near MegaGro and the stat ion th is is 
where they have their  f ights on a daily basis.   I t  is  actual ly f ive,  i t ’s  a lmost a f ive 
minute walk away f rom the pol ice stat ion in Si te B and for me I  th ink i t ’s  easi ly 
ident if iable and those f ights they carry on for about four hours af ter school.  
COMMISSIONER:  Could I  just  interrupt  for a second would i t  be possib le for Ms 
Dwane to point  out on a map where we’re ta lk ing about i t ’s  qui te useful  to get  a – 
r ight  behind you there there’s a map I  don’t  know i f  you’ l l  be able to work out ,  s i te 
B pol ice stat ion should be marked.  
MS MAYOSI:  Did you f ind i t  Ms Dwane? 
COMMISSIONER:  What might be useful  Ms Mayosi  is that  af ter Ms Dwane has 
given evidence if  you could mark on a map…(intervent ion)  
MS MAYOSI:  Yes. 
COMMISSIONER:  And then submit  i t  in  so that a l l  of  us could see because i t  wi l l  
be an interest ing issue to ra ise with stat ion commissioners when we have t heir  
evidence. 
MS MAYOSI:  Alr ight .  
COMMISSIONER:  What I ’m just  saying Ms Dwane if  we get a map for you 
af terwards you could d iscuss i t  wi th your counsel and you could submit  i t  and we 
could then put that to stat ion commissioners because I ’m sure counsel f or the 
SAPS would also l ike to have that .  
MS MAYOSI:  Yes we’ l l  do that  Madam Chair.  
COMMISSIONER:  Thank you.  
MS MAYOSI:  You were saying Ms Dwane that one of  the spots where these f ights 
break out is c lose to Harare pol ice stat ion, no Site B stat ion.  
MS DW ANE: Yes. 
MS MAYOSI:  From your knowledge what is the state of  pol ice patro ls in these 
areas during in part icular the t imes that  you say when the kids go to school and 
when the kids come back f rom school?  
MS DWANE: I t ’s  a lmost non-existent  and as I  said ear l ier when the pol ice are 
cal led they wi l l  come, d isperse the kids and then move away again.   But in most 
instances those kids they f ight  on a dai ly basis without any interrupt ion and I  
bel ieve that i f  there was more patro l l ing and if  the pol ice were actual ly on those 
spots on a dai ly basis at  least  just  af ter school as wel l  as in the morning when the 
kids are going to school and the cr i t ical  areas are actual ly c loser to the 
boundaries.  So for k ids who are coming f rom Site B who are going to Masiyi le just  



on that  main road on the br idge i f  they are closer to that  boundary f rom Site B mal l  
or Si te B centre to that boundary where you move to Masiyi le because Masiyi le is 
on the other s ide of  Khayel i tsha in order for k ids f rom Site B and Site C to get  into 
Masiyi le they have to go through – the main entrance is actual ly on the side of  
Khayel i tsha.  So they have to cross the boundary to access the school so i f  the 
pol ice wi l l  actual ly be present,  be vis ib le during those hours early in the morning 
between 7 and 8 o ’c lock in the morning and also help af ter school patro l  with the 
learners when they’ re going to school I  th ink that  wi l l  d isrupt  the gang f ights that 
are happening af ter school.  
MS MAYOSI:  You also say in your statement that  the pol ice themselves seem to b e 
af ra id of  the gangs and they do nothing to t ry and arrest  them why do you say th is,  
why do you say the pol ice seem to be af ra id of  the gangs?  
MS DWANE: For me i t ’s  mainly because of  the tact ics that  they’re using and also 
for someone who knows, the pol ice stat ion that  is very c lose by to where the 
incidents are happening on a dai ly basis surely the pol ice would know i f  i t  was 
properly,  I  mean if  there was good cr ime inte l l igence wi th in those pol ice stat ions 
they would know what is happening in the communi ty because those f ights are not  
h idden f rom anyone.  
MS MAYOSI:  The tact ic that  you’ve ment ioned is that  they merely appear and dr ive 
by is that  correct?  
MS DWANE: Yes and leave.  
MS MAYOSI:  Do they somet imes get out  and engage with the young men who are 
doing the f ight ing or t ry and disarm them to your knowledge?  
MS DWANE: No. 
MS MAYOSI:  You’ve then ident if ied and l isted certa in areas I  th ink i t ’s  the areas 
you referred to earl ier or you al luded to earl ier where you say gangs that  at t ract  
and at tack schoo lchi ldren concentrate their  act ivi t ies in those areas,  can you 
ment ion what those areas are for the Commission?  
MS DWANE: Okay at  Makhaya Park closer to Esangweni High School,  under the 
br idge in Si te B near Masiyi le,  MegaGro and the ra i lway l ine,  on the b r idge at  
Kuyasa, the open space closer to Thembel ih le High School,  opposite Sizimisele 
High School at  Makhaya th is is where the Makhaya and Makhaza gangs f ight ,  at  
Green Point Park,  Green Point in Si te B yes that ’s a l l .  
MS MAYOSI:  Has Equal Educat ion or any of  the complainant organisat ions to your 
knowledge interacted with SAPS at a l l  regarding the appropriate response in these 
areas,  in these hotspots i f  I  may cal l  them that?  
MS DWANE: No, what we have done as Equal Educat ion we have contacted the 
Western Cape Department of  Educat ion.  As I  expla ined earl ier we contacted the 
MEC Donald Grant,  we also contacted our partners SJC to t ry and mediate and get 
the pol ice involved but to my knowledge they have not succeeded. I  have also 
cal led Monde Mqulwana who is the ward counsel lor at  BM Sect ion.   I  contacted him 
because we knew him as our comrade who used to be part  of  COSATU and we 
knew that  he was quite act ive and wel l  known with in the communit ies in Si te B.  So 
Mqulwana said to me he’s coming to the of f ice and  he assured me that  we wi l l  
have the meet ing because at  that  point  we were real ly under pressure because we 
were seeing what was going on around Khayel i tsha.  Our nat ional counci l  has 



actual ly to ld us that  we should understand what the si tuat ion is in re la t ion to 
gangs, why do these kids jo in gangs and also in a way get an understanding which 
kids wi l l  be part of  the gangs, whether i t ’s  boys or gir ls .   What we found is actual ly 
both,  gir ls who are involved with gang members wi l l  a lso have their  own sub -group 
where they wi l l  cal l  themselves for example I ta l ian Gir ls and there would be f ights 
amongst gir ls.   We saw that  th is phenomenon of  gangster ism is actual ly qui te 
d i f ferent  f rom what we have seen in the Cape Flats.  Many people would know that  
gangs in Mannenberg for example and in Mitchel l ’s  Pla in and Bonteheuwel they are 
organised around drugs or organised cr ime whereas these ones are real ly about 
ident i ty,  a sense of  belonging and dressing up.  These f ights actual ly are about 
c la iming their  space and thei r  ident i ty with in these communit ies and also t rying to 
show of f  that  they are actual ly more powerfu l  than the other groups which is very 
d i f ferent  f rom what we’ve seen or read about.  
MS MAYOSI:  What in your view should SAPS be doing to combat,  prevent, 
invest igate th is growing problem? 
MS DWANE: I  th ink the f i rst th ing is that  the pol ice need to be more vis ib le in our 
communit ies they need to patro l  more especia l ly these hotspots.   Secondly I ’m not 
aware and I ’m not sure i f  there is good tra in ing of  the pol ice around issues l ike th is 
gangster ism, how to manage a group of  young people.  To te l l  you the t ruth when 
these f ights happen there would be about 100 people f ight ing at  the same t ime so I 
don’t  know i f  they do know how to actual ly manage those kind of  f ights, how do you 
arrest  a group of  70 kids for example.   Also I  bel ieve that  they also need to have 
some ef fort  together with communit ies,  get  communit ies involved in ident ifying 
these gangs but a lso then try to come with strategies to actual ly combat th i s k ind 
of  gangster ism.  I  bel ieve i f  there’s a concerted ef fort we could actual ly get  r id of  
some of  these gangs.  
MS MAYOSI:  You also say then in your statement that  there have been numerous 
reports of  murders in some of  the schools in Khayel i tsha and stab bings at  var ious 
schools can you l ist  those for the Commission?  
MS DWANE: Towards the beginning of  October,  towards the end of  
September/beginning of  October these were a few incidents that happened in the 
schools around Khayel i tsha . There are actual ly some more that  happened even 
before.   There were two Masiyi le High School boys that were ki l led in a gang f ight ,  
one boy f rom Bulumko High School was stabbed outside his school.  Two boys who 
had dropped out were stabbed by Bulumko Hig h School boys and in Luhlaza where 
a Luhlaza boy was ki l led in the begging of  the th ird term last  year.   Also a gir l  f rom 
Luhlaza who is not involved in any gang was stabbed in her face by a group of  
gir ls who stabbed her mainly because she is involved wit h a boy who was part  of  a 
r ival  gang so she was stabbed because of  that .   I f  her boyf r iend is part  of  a gang i t  
is  assumed that  automat ical ly she is part  of  the gang as wel l ,  of  the same gang 
and that ’s why then some kids wi l l  be vict ims of  cr ime or such f ights or stabbings 
because of  their  associat ion with gang members.  
MS MAYOSI:  To your knowledge did any arrests or prosecut ions result  f rom any of  
these incidents that  you’ve ment ioned?  
MS DWANE: No I  don’t  know.  
MS MAYOSI:  Do you know what steps SAPS took  to improve securi ty or t ry and 



secure these schools where incidents such as th is took place?  
MS DWANE: The schools are st i l l  in  the same condit ion that  they were before 
these incidents.   I  just  passed Luhlaza High School there are no pol ice around in 
that  school or there is no patro l l ing happened around that  school.  
MS MAYOSI:  Tel l  the Commission about the alcohol problem and how i t  contr ibutes 
to the safety and securi ty issues of  learners in Khayel i tsha.  
MS DWANE: Alcohol is mainly used by many people for  fun or for them to enjoy 
themselves,  a l though I ’m not a dr inker I  wi l l  not  put  a judgment on whether or not  
people should dr ink but  where i t ’s  a problem is when there are i l legal taverns al l  
over the place in Khayel i tsha especial ly where I  reside.   The po l ice are not 
actual ly c losing down those i l legal taverns.   What happens is that  young, any 
person can actual ly go and buy alcohol and they’ve got access to those taverns 
and i t  is  in taverns where young people are ki l led or get into f ights and those 
incidents have nothing to do with gangs.  For me I  th ink alcohol does contr ibute to 
vio lence and I  th ink i f  we can get informat ion f rom the hospita ls here in 
Khayel i tsha they would te l l  you how many incidents that  are reported of  stabbings 
and ki l l ings during weekends.  Apart  f rom alcohol there is a lso another substance 
that  I  bel ieve is a lso I  th ink destroying the l ives of  young people which is mainly 
t ik.   T ik was not the famous drug or a drug that was being used here in Khayel i tsha 
before,  we knew that  in the former coloured areas t ik was actual ly – I  th ink i t  
began to be used in the Western Cape in many of  the former coloured areas and 
now has moved to Khayel i tsha where there are people who are actual ly sel l ing 
drugs especia l ly t ik here in the township.   The e f fect of  th is drug is that  young 
people don’t  s leep at  n ight  they roam around hyperact ive and th is is where then 
they stab people or they t ry to rob people.   So I  th ink i t  actual ly has an impact on 
the robberies in the mornings as wel l  as at n ight .  
MS MAYOSI:  What should the pol ice do,  again what is SAPS’ ro le in addressing 
those problems? 
MS DWANE: I  th ink they need to work with communit ies to ident ify f i rst ly drug 
lords or those who are sel l ing drugs with in the communit ies but where af ter they 
have done so they need to arrest  the people who are sel l ing drugs and also br ing 
them to book. I f  there isn’ t  any f inal isat ion of  a court  case or there isn’ t  a sense 
that  just ice is being done then people become discouraged to go and report  cr imes 
l ike that,  people who are deal ing with drugs.   I  know as an example where 
someone whom we know sel ls drugs around my vic in i ty was taken away for a few 
hours by the pol ice af ter community members cal led the pol ice.   Af ter a few hours 
he came back and he was laughing to say oh  those people wi l l  th ink that  they are 
br ight  t rying to report  me they are the ones that  are going to be l ike sorry.   That 
happens on a dai ly basis that  we bel ieve that  we don’t ,  we can’t  t rust  the pol ice 
and give them informat ion and the same perpetrators  come back to our community 
and terror ise us instead.  
MS MAYOSI:  You also ment ion in your statement var ious incidents where ei ther 
yoursel f  or your col leagues at  Equal Educat ion were vict ims of  cr ime.  Let ’s turn to 
those incidents now start ing with the t i me when you were walking in Mbangiso 
Drive can you te l l  the Commission what occurred and what was the response of  
SAPS to that incident?  



MS DWANE: I  was in,  okay we were in my house, in my house we have a studio, a 
recording studio where we mainly give acc ess to young people mainly boys,  young 
boys to come and record,  somet imes young gir ls as wel l  to record music.   So they 
wi l l  stay up t i l l  la te in my house so af ter the recordings then we went at  about 10,  
11 o’c lock so we were walking towards his house…(is iXhosa spoken) 
MS MAYOSI:  Ms Dwane the Commissioner and other people don’t  understand 
is iXhosa they are not  wearing their  gear because of  your in i t ia l  undertaking to st ick 
to Engl ish.  
MS DWANE: Oh yes alr ight ,  oh okay.   
MS MAYOSI:  Thank you.  
MS DWANE: There were three of  us coming f rom my house and we were 
accompanying Lubabalo Bhozo, he l ives in Y Sect ion so i t ’s  qui te nearby my 
house.  So we are in T T Sect ion,  adjacent to our sect ion is W Sect ion,  next  to W 
sect ion is Y Sect ion i t  is  only d iv ided by a sm al l  t iny street .   So we walked him 
home and i t  was three of  us,  four of  us including him Lubabalo Bhozo.  So we got 
into h is street  c loser to Mangal iso Primary School so on our way back or on our 
way before he got into h is street  we saw a group of  young me n si t t ing in the street .   
So we didn’ t  mind them and also they were known to Lubabalo so he knew some of  
these boys so we didn’ t  take note of  them, we didn’ t  worry about them.  So when 
he got into h is street  and we came back to where we were coming f rom 
immediately those boys rushed to us, and there were about n ine to 12 of  them 
rushing to us,  and some of  them they had pangas and knives and because they 
outnumbered us and the two us me and Luvo did not t ry to f ight  but  Pat t r ied to 
f ight  with some of  them.  Then i t  was going to be a dif f icul t  f ight  so what they did 
is they took the phones f rom us because both of  us,  a l l  three of  us had cell  phones 
with us.   So they managed to take cel l  phones f rom me and Luvo but Pat,  because 
he fought,  then they let  h im loo se and then they ran away af ter that .   So what we 
did af ter that  event we cal led the pol ice,  we cal led 10111 to get the pol ice to come 
so we waited for them and we to ld them they wi l l  f ind us near the Andi le Msizi  Hal l  
in  the same street .  So the pol ice came, a pol ice van came with two pol icemen and 
he asked us about the incident,  we to ld h im about the ent i re incident what had 
happened and we to ld h im that  actual ly there is someone who knows some of  these 
boys who can ident i fy them.  We gave him the name an d the address of  Lubabalo.   
So he went to Lubabalo’s house on the same day, same night ,  he went to 
Lubabalo’s house to ask about whether or not  he knew the boys so Lubabalo to ld 
the pol iceman that actual ly knows some of  the boys and he can ident ify them.  
Instead the pol iceman asked him are you real ly,  real ly sure that  you can ident ify 
them and he said yes I  can ident ify them I ’m sure,  the pol ice said to h im wel l  okay 
we’ l l  come back tomorrow. So the policemen went away and he never came back 
so up unt i l  th is day he never came back and for me we didn’ t  actual ly go back to 
the pol ice to cal l  them back to ask them why didn’ t  they pi tch because we thought 
by the t ime he was asking Lubabalo i f  he was real ly,  real ly sure i f  he could ident ify 
those young men for me i t  fe l t  l ike he didn’ t  actual ly want to go and arrest those 
young men, instead he just  d isappeared.  
MS MAYOSI:  Have you enquired since then f rom SAPS?  
MS DWANE: No. 



MS MAYOSI:  First  of  a l l  f rom which pol ice stat ion was that?  
MS DWANE: Site B. 
MS MAYOSI:  Right ,  why have you not enquired about whether they’re invest igat ing 
i t?  
MS DWANE: Because I  don’t  bel ieve that they are going to do anything about i t  
and I  th ink that  they were just  paying l ip service even at that point  of  just  coming 
just  to show face and then leave af terwards.   Because I  was so angry at  that  point  
that  the pol ice did not  actual ly take t ime to actual ly fu lf i l  the promise that  they 
made then I  thought wel l  le t  me just  leave i t .  
MS MAYOSI:  But the quest ion you wi l l  get  is how is SAPS suppos ed to help you i f  
you don’t  fo l low up with SAPS.  
MS DWANE: I  bel ieve that  i f  I  made the phone cal l  to SAPS and they came, they 
took my cel l  phone number and promised me that they wi l l  come back I bel ieve that  
any ser ious organisat ion if  someone promised yo u that  they wi l l  come back then 
they should come back.   I  don’t  know why I  should then take 10 other steps to just 
get  the pol ice to do their  job.  
MS MAYOSI:  You also ment ioned two incidents of  thef t at  Equal Educat ion’s 
of f ices in Khayel i tsha were those t wo incidents reported to the pol ice?  
MS DWANE: Yes, yes those incidents the f i rst t ime of  robbery in our of f ices a 
young man who was at  our of f ices was t ied into a chair  and the computers were 
sto len on that  day so when he cal led some of  the boys that ,  we had a room in our 
of f ice where we open for a few young people to stay there so that  they can keep 
an eye on the place.  So those boys they were vis i t ing,  he was vis i t ing some of  the 
two boys that  l ived there. So we cal led the pol ice,  we opened a case we go t the 
case number in both instances, so in the f i rst case the computers were sto len,  the 
boy was t ied into the chair .   The boy is st i l l  around in Khayel i tsha he’s a lso our 
member and he gave the statement but  there was never any fo l low up as to what 
had, whether the invest igators had any f indings or whether they’ve dropped the 
case so that  we don’t  know.  Simi lar ly to the second case where our k i tchen 
appl iances were sto len in our of f ice at  n ight ,  at  that  t ime there wasn’t  anyone at  
the of f ice so we reported,  when we got into the of f ice we reported the case and we 
also went to the pol ice to take a statement but  we never knew what happened to 
the case, whether the case was resolved or not .  
MS MAYOSI:  Was a case number a l located even to the second incident?  
MS DWANE: Yes. 
MS MAYOSI:  Did the pol ice arr ive to perhaps take pictures and conduct 
invest igat ions on si te?  
MS DWANE: They came, the pol ice came to take statements not  the pictures.  
MS MAYOSI:  Do you know i f  there were any ef forts to f ind f ingerpr ints?  
MS DWANE: I  don’t  know.  
MS MAYOSI:  Alr ight .   The thef t  of  the ( indist inct)  equipment was that incident 
reported to the police and again do you know how i t  was resolved?  
MS DWANE: Lu was an internat ional student f rom America vis i t ing South Af r ica 
and they were  bui ld ing a program for us that  we cal led Amazwi Ethu today meaning 
“our voices”.   This program is about tra in ing students or learners f rom Khayel i tsha 
and we have about f ive students who are actual ly t ra ined in f i lming and also doing 



documentar ies and they have been doing those documentar ies for now, th is is their  
second year.   Lu was part  of  the team that  came f rom America to start  that  in i t ia l  
project  with us so she was carrying her f i lming equipment,  her laptop with her 
coming to the of f ice at  EE in Washington Square, Capita l  Drive.   So on her way 
closer to the of f ice two young men approached her and tr ied to grab her bag so 
they took the bag and tr ied to run away with i t  and Lu she also chased them trying 
to get  her stuf f  f rom them.  We saw her through the window so the whole staf f  ran 
af ter them as wel l .   At  the same t ime some of  the people who were at  the of f ice 
cal led the pol ice so that  they can help us chase these young men.  When the 
pol ice got  to us already by that  point we have already ident if ied one of  the two 
young men and Phumza ident if ied th is young man because she knew him f rom her 
street  in Si te B.   Phumza used to l ive in Si te B and now l ives in Delf t  so for a long 
t ime she stayed in Si te C and knew th is boy very wel l  because she was, because  
th is boy was her neighbour.   Phumza took us to h is home and to ld h is s ister that  
we caught your brother grabbing Lu’s bag and now he ran away in th is d irect ion.   
She said to us she has given up on her brother because he has been doing the 
same th ings and he doesn’t  stop his cr iminal act ivi t ies.   She wanted him to be 
arrested so the police came and we took the pol ice to his home and ident i f ied him 
by his name where he stayed. The pol ice said wel l  okay they wi l l  come back the 
next  day when he is around to p i ck h im up so that  was the end of  the story that 
we’ve heard f rom the pol ice.  
MS MAYOSI:  Was a case number a l located?  
MS DWANE: No we don’t  know i f  i t  was al located or not but  the pol ice were there 
with us and they said they wi l l  come back and pick up the b oy that  we ident if ied.  
MS MAYOSI:  The pol ice were f rom which pol ice stat ion?  
MS DWANE: Site B. 
MS MAYOSI:  Right ,  you say that  in real i ty unless something real ly ser ious happens 
in Khayel i tsha – how you put i t  you say that  “ the real i ty is that outside of  a major 
incident l ike a march or a k i l l ing or robbery pol ice presence is nonexistent  in 
Khayel i tsha” can you expla in to the Commission why you say that?  
MS DWANE: I  am saying that  i t  is  nonexis tent  because we rarely see the pol ice 
patro l l ing in our areas and in some cases we see the pol ice doing underhanded 
business in our areas.   For example, across the road where I  l ive you wi l l  see the 
pol ice patro l l ing,  they wi l l  patro l  once late at  about 9 o ’c lock instead of  just  
passing and checking i f  th ings are okay they wi l l  come into the Somal i  shop, come 
in there grab some food l ike bread and cold dr ink and just  get  out  of  the shop 
without paying.   That makes me l ike wonder,  i t  shocked me when I  saw i t  once but 
then I  saw i t  again and again and again where the pol ice just  come into a shop, in 
a Somal i  shop they don’t  do that  with Xhosa owners but  they do that  with Somal is.   
They come and take, grab bread and cold dr ink and just get  out so we see them 
doing th ings l ike that .   In overal l  af ter that they get into their  van they just  dr ive 
away and they don’t  actual ly communicate with the community members.   We don’t 
know what the pol ice are up to,  we know that  these community patro ls that  are 
happening at  n ight that I  would never be involved in because I ’ve seen how those 
people beat people,  they beat chi ldren and young men up at  n ight  so I  would not  
get  myself  involved in forums l ike that .  



MS MAYOSI:  You express a view in your statement that  the lack of  pol ice presence 
is what leads to many incidents of  community members resort ing to vigi lant ism, is 
that  what happened af ter the murder of  Mzukayise Botho?  
MS DWANE: There’s a sense that  that  might have happened because what 
happened with Mzu’s death he was sta bbed during the day when everyone can see 
in the street,  dur ing the day and he was there to go and meet h is gir l f r iend but by 
the t ime he went to meet h is gir l f r iend someone else was inside,  another boyf r iend 
was inside meet ing the same gir l f r iend so he st ood outside.   Whi lst  he was 
standing outside her house the boyf r iend came rushing to h im with a knife and 
stabbed him to death at  that  moment.   That boy was doing Grade 11, Mzu was 
doing Grade 11 at that  point  he was st i l l  a  teenager and he was also our me mber 
at  Equal Educat ion.   What happened is that Mzu died immediately af ter the 
stabbings and…(intervent ion)  
MS MAYOSI:  Were the pol ice cal led,  were the pol ice informed of  that  incident?  
MS DWANE: I  don’t  th ink so and I  don’t  know i f  they were cal led and wh at 
happened is that immediately af ter a few, I  th ink a few hours af ter Mzu had died 
we heard that  on the fo l lowing day that  th is person who stabbed him his body was 
found in the street behind Mzu’s family’s street  and no one knew what had 
happened to h im.  The only story that  was to ld is that  a taxi  came in and took th is 
boy who stabbed Mzu and af ter that they didn’ t  know what had happened to h im.  
The next  day they found his body lying in that  street .  
MS MAYOSI:  Was anyone arrested for the murder?  
MS DWANE: No, in i t ia l ly af ter the pol ice discovered th is boy’s body lying on the 
street  they arrested Mzu’s s ister and af ter a whi le they’ve actual ly re leased her 
and that  was the end.  
MS MAYOSI:  Now Ms Dwane you’ve ident if ied a number of  problems, a number of  
issues that  learners are going through and residents in Khayel i tsha are 
experiencing as far as safety and securi ty is concerned.  What recommendat ions if  
th is Commission f inds that  your complaints are val id or legi t imate what 
recommendat ions would you wish to  see the Commission make to improve the 
si tuat ion in Khayel i tsha? 
MS DWANE: I  would th ink f i rst ly regular patro l l ing and more vis ib i l i ty of  the pol ice 
would help especia l ly in hotspots where i t  is  wel l  known that  gang f ights are 
happening.  But a lso we th ink that  there must be a plan or rather there must be an 
ef fort  by d i f ferent  stakeholders including the SAPS to th ink about how we can 
make sure that  our schools are safe.   I  bel ieve that  that wi l l  include, those 
stakeholders wi l l  include the Department of  Educat ion, Socia l  Development as wel l  
as the pol ice and key community structures and ordinary members of  communit ies 
should actual ly begin a lso a dia logue around how we can make sure that our young 
people are safe,  not  only safe in schools or on their  way to schools and coming 
back f rom school, but  a lso in their  own homes, in the streets,  making sure that  we 
close down taverns and areas that  pose a r isk for young people to their  securi ty 
and safety.   I  bel ieve that  cameras need to be insta l led in a few hots pots including 
areas around schools.   I  a lso bel ieve that the pol ice need to be t ra ined mainly,  
especia l ly t ra ined to deal with gang vio lence and vio lence that  happens at  home as 
wel l .  



COMMISSIONER:  Are you done Ms Mayosi?  
MS MAYOSI:  I  have no further quest ions Madam Chair.  
NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY MS MAYOSI  
COMMISSIONER:  Thanks Ms Mayosi.   Mr Arendse we al located you 30 minutes 
for th is witness and again we do have your quest ions, there are some areas where 
she’s covered new terra in so please go ahead.  
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR ARENDSE 
MR ARENDSE: Thank you Madam Chair.   Ms Dwane good morning.  
MS DWANE: Morning.  
MR ARENDSE: We heard the evidence of  two school pr incipals,  Mr Mjonondwana 
who is the pr incipal  of  Zola Senior Secondary at  Si te C and Mr Madoda 
Mahlutshana who is the pr incipal  at  Chris Hani,  do you know them or of  them or do 
you know these schools?  
MS DWANE: I  know the pr incipal  of  Chris Hani and I  know the school Joe Slovo.  
MR ARENDSE: Okay.  
MS DWANE: Joe Slovo I  knew the pr incipal  cal led Mr Parker  who was the pr incipal  
of  Joe Slovo.  
MR ARENDSE: Have you interacted with Mr Mjonondwana or Mr Mahlutshana at 
a l l?  
MS DWANE: The Chris Hani pr incipal ,  you didn’ t  pronounce i t  r ight  but  the 
pr incipal  of  Chris Hani I  have interacted with the pr incipal  of  Chris Hani and I ’ve 
interacted with Mr Parker of  Joe Slovo.  
MR ARENDSE: Okay, I  stand corrected by just  in summary both the pr incipals of  
Zola Senior Secondary and of  Chris Hani spoke of  their  interact ion with the CPFs 
in the area and with the school safety commit tees establ ished at  their  schools,  are 
you aware of  that  or were you aware of  that?  
MS DWANE: Okay when you said Zola I  thought you said Slovo.  
MR ARENDSE: No I  said Zola Senior Secondary.  
MS DWANE: Okay I  know of  Zola High School but  I  have not interacted,  I ’ve met 
the pr incipal  of  Zola I ’ve gone to meet ings with h im.  
MR ARENDSE: So my quest ion just was were you aware or  are you aware of  their  
interact ion with CPFs in the area and their  work with school safety commit tees,  
they’ve establ ished safety commit tees at  these schools the express purpose being 
to deal with the school gang vio lence that takes place at  the schools.  
MR SIDAKI :  Madam Chair,  just  a point  of  correct ion I  th ink i t  was the pr incipal  of  
Chris Hani Mr Mahlutshana who had a working re lat ionship with the CPF in h is 
area but certa in ly not  Mr Mjonondwana.  
COMMISSIONER:  I  th ink that  is correct ,  Mr Arendse I  th in k i t  was very much the 
pr incipal  of  Chris Hani who ta lked about th is and also said that ,  i f  I  recall  h is 
evidence correct ly,  that  he didn’ t  have a very severe problem with gangs in h is 
school but  he knows that  there are other schools that  do.  
MR ARENDSE: I  d id say I  stand correct  so I ’ve been corrected.  
COMMISSIONER:  You confused the witness but p lease go ahead.  
MR ARENDSE: I  d id record though that  as far as Zola Senior Secondary was 
concerned and Mr Mjonondwana’s evidence was that gang vio lence had been 
reduced I  don’t  know i f  Mr Sidaki ’s notes also record that  or i f  I  should be 



corrected.  Anyway ma’am if  I  may just  rephrase that in respect of  the Chris Hani 
Senior Secondary School and Mr Mahlutshana’s evidence he spoke about h is 
interact ion with CPFs and  their  interact ion with the school safety commit tees.   My 
quest ion was were you aware of  that  or are you aware of  that?  
MS DWANE: No I ’m not aware of  the CPF and whatever test ing there is,  I  know 
that  Chris Hani had Bambanani securi ty volunteers at the sch ool.  
MR ARENDSE: When would that  have been ma’am? 
MS DWANE: 2011 and 2012.  
MR ARENDSE: I  understood just  on that  Madam Commissioner on Bambananis that 
that  had been done away with or is i t  st i l l  the same, Bambananis are real ly the 
community volunteers.  
MS DWANE: Yes community volunteers.  
MR ARENDSE: They work with the pol ice.  
MS DWANE: They are no longer there,  not  Bambanani but  certa in schools wi l l  
appoint  securi ty guards or what they cal l  caretakers to be at  school to be si t t ing at  
the gate to check who is coming in.  
MR ARENDSE: Has that been ef fect ive?  
MS DWANE: Hmm? 
MR ARENDSE: Has that been ef fect ive?  
MS DWANE: No not a caretaker, a caretaker has no securi ty t ra in ing i t  is  an 
ordinary person who can just check what is going on around the school but  furt her 
than that  he can’t  do anything i f  a f ight  erupts.   I  th ink f rom what the pr incipal  of  
Chris Hani has said i t  might be correct  to say that  with in the school area, with in 
the school yard the gang f ights do not occur or i t  has been decreased but 
immediate ly when the kids get  out  of  the school and reach the open f ie ld th is is 
where they f ight .   So I  would actual ly l ike to hear i f  he is making an assert ion that  
dur ing those t imes in the mornings when the kids are coming to school and when 
they’re going home they are f ree of  those f ights.  
MR ARENDSE: But I  th ink to be fa ir  he spoke about the si tuat ion with in h is own 
precinct ,  wi th in h is own school.  
MS DWANE: Yes. 
MR ARENDSE: Did you – when I  ta lk about you, you obviously represent an 
important  community organisat ion but have you interacted at  a l l  wi th the school 
pr incipals general ly.   They have a forum the school pr incipals ’  forum where they 
meet f rom t ime to t ime where the issues that  you’ve highl ighted in your evidence 
where these could be ra ised and co uld be addressed, d iscussed? 
MS DWANE: We have at tended a few meet ings with KDF and beyond having the 
structure si t t ing there I  don’t  know what they could do themselves as the 
pr incipals.   What I  have seen with individual pr incipals they have taken dif fere nt  
measures and some of  the pr incipals as I ’ve indicated before have actual ly cal led 
the taxi  dr ivers to come to school to d iscip l ine the kids and some have taken a 
di f ferent  route.   So I  don’t  know what that  structure per se  would do because what 
we have done as Equal Educat ion in our ef forts to involve we’ve actual ly wri t ten to 
the Department of  Educat ion and even the Department of  Educat ion had not had 
any concrete response to the cr is is.  
MR ARENDSE: Wel l  I ’m speaking just f rom memory and i t ’s  anecdotal  so I  don’t  



even know what,  i t ’s  a lways a bad th ing for a cross -examiner to ask a quest ion to 
which you don’t  know the answer but I  read that  the Western Cape Education 
Department ro l led out  I  th ink i t  was during last  year 2013 if  not  2012 a school 
safety p lan because the issue of  vio lence at  schools as you also al luded to in your 
evidence in other d isadvantaged areas,  so cal led coloured townships,  i t ’s  as 
vio lent  i f  not more vio lent ,  there’s a plan ro l led out by the WCED, search and 
seizure measures and so on, can you comment on that?  
MS DWANE: Okay even before gangs erupted in Khayel i tsha there was what they 
cal led a safety schools’  program within the Department of  Educat ion and I can te l l  
you that  program is a lmost non -existent .   I t  is  not  being implemente d and even 
whatever p lan that they say they’ve got no one has seen that  p lan and we have not 
seen that  p lan being implemented in our communit ies.   As I  said earl ier the MEC 
announced that he wi l l  actual ly send the pol ice to do search and seizure with in the  
schools in Khayel i tsha and that  was a once -of f  event and nothing actual ly 
happened af terwards.   I  would actual ly be happy to see or hear the MEC tel l  us 
what he has done to implement that  p lan because I th ink what is needed real ly is 
actual  implementation ,  act ion, and we want to see the pol ice,  the Department 
coming to us.   What we have seen is that the MEC and the Premier have actual ly 
given resources to Mannenberg schools not Khayel i tsha schools.  
MR ARENDSE: So there’s some element of  d iscr iminat ion there. 
MS DWANE: No I  wouldn’ t  say an element of  d iscr iminat ion I  would say that  i t  
might be a l i t t le b i t  of  pol i t icking…(intervent ion)  
MR ARENDSE: Poli t ical  d iscr iminat ion.  
MS DWANE: A l i t t le  b i t  of  pol i t icking because even with Mannenberg that  
intervent ion has not been fo l lowed through to a point where the gang vio lence in 
Mannenberg is real ly contained.  
MR ARENDSE: Okay I ’ve just  asked you…(intervent ion)  
MS DWANE: So I bel ieve that press statements that  are being made by pol i t ic ians 
on TV or on newspapers they don’t  become a l ived real i ty at  the end so that  safety 
p lan that the MEC talked about we have not seen i ts implementat ion on the 
ground. 
MR ARENDSE: But you agree with me that  is a lso what you read and heard and 
saw on TV and in the newspapers?  
MS DWANE: We’ve read about the safety p lan…(intervent ion)  
MR ARENDSE: I  don’t  represent the Western Cape Educat ion Department I  don’t  
know hon Commissioners to what extent  DOCS can take up th is issue but I  
suppose they could be advised that  th is was ra ised as an issue and maybe they 
can make a wri t ten submission,  the WCED.  
COMMISSIONER:  I  th ink there are issues around school safety that  are going to 
be addressed in the DOCS evidence next  week.  
MR ARENDSE: Ms Dwane then just  hon Commissioners we have I  th ink ye sterday 
or today,  I  th ink yesterday we’ve posed quite a number of  quest ions to Mr Sefale in 
re lat ion to h is paper on gangs should we perhaps reserve quest ions on that  for 
h im? 
COMMISSIONER:  Yes i t ’s  actual ly Ms Sefale and we have actual ly considered 
your quest ions th is morning and al located an amount of  40 minutes which I ’m sure 



Ms Dissel wi l l  be te l l ing you in due course.  
MR ARENDSE: Thank you very much.  
COMMISSIONER:  In fact  both the next  witness and wi tnesses tomorrow wi l l  be 
addressing th is important  issue of  gangs.  
MR ARENDSE: Thank you. I  just  wanted to then ask you one quest ion on that  Ms 
Dwane, your evidence is that  the phenomenon of  gangster ism here in Khayel i tsha 
is somewhat d if ferent  to that  of  the Cape Flats and what d ist inguishes that  is that  
i t  seems to be formed here around issues of  ident i ty and a sense of  belonging,  was 
that  your evidence did I  recal l  i t  correct ly?  
MS DWANE: Yes. 
MR ARENDSE: Now given that that ’s the case how do you propose the police to 
deal with these issues, issues of  id ent i ty and a sense of  belonging in terms of  
addressing the gang vio lence issue or gangster ism or even eradicat ing i t?  
MS DWANE: I  bel ieve that  the f i rst  step where I  th ink the pol ice have a ro le to p lay 
is where vio lence occurs or happens their  ro le is to make sure that vio lence or that  
cr ime is prevented because no one is a l lowed to just f ight  or at tack anyone f reely 
in th is country.   The pol ice then have a ro le to make sure that  cr iminal act is 
prevented so that  i f  i t  occurs, i f  someone dies in these gang  f ights then the pol ice 
have a ro le to p lay to make sure that  whoever or the gang members are actual ly 
arrested. I f  i t ’s  k ids they need to be sent to rehabi l i tat ion or a program needs to 
be,  a restorat ive just ice program needs to be formulated and I  th ink th is is where 
the Department of ,  sorry the pol ice as wel l  as the Department of  Correct ive 
Services as wel l  as Socia l  Development wi l l  come in to even th ink about a p lan to 
th ink about how can we br ing in restorat ive just ice or an al ternat ive in t rying to 
resolve th is.  Where adults are involved then those need to be arrested and the 
pol ice at  least they need to their  job by being vis ib le,  patro l ,  arrest  those who need 
to be arrested.   I f  i t ’s  teenagers,  10 year o lds they need to be rehabi l i tated but 
something needs to be done.  Apart  f rom the pol ice other socia l  issues that  lead to 
k ids being part  of  gangs those need to be resolved through the involvement of  
other government departments as wel l  as the community.  
MR ARENDSE: Thank you Ms Dwane.  Hon Commissioners the only remaining 
wri t ten quest ions re lated to some detai ls and some part iculars that are referred to.   
Perhaps we can deal with i t  wi th my col league and not through the evidence.  
COMMISSIONER:  Things l ike CAS numbers and the l ike.  
MR ARENDSE: Yes.  
COMMISSIONER:  Ms Mayosi would you be in a posi t ion to provide those where 
you have them and otherwise just  dates,  we could do a check through occurrence 
books we’ve got the occurrence books we should be able to look through the 
occurrence books if  we have dates. 
MS MAYOSI:  We have no dif f icul ty wi th that  Madam Chair.  
COMMISSIONER:  Thank you.  
MR ARENDSE: Thank you then I ’ve got  no further quest ions,  thank you Ms Dwane.  
MS DWANE: Thank you.  
NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY MR ARENDSE 
COMMISSIONER:  Mr Sidaki  do you have any quest ions for th is witness?  
MR SIDAKI :  I  have nothing Madam Chair,  thank you.  



NO QUESTIONS BY MR SIDAKI  
MR PIKOLI:   Thanks Ms Dwane, mine is not  a quest ion I ’m just seeking clar i ty in 
my own mind about what you said in your oral  test imony which  is not  in your 
wri t ten statement.   When you were addressing the quest ion of  a lcohol and drug 
abuse I  heard you to be saying that  there’s a problem of  i l legal shebeens or 
taverns that are operat ing in the township and that  the pol ice are not  c losing them 
down in terms of  law enforcement.   Secondly you mentioned at  least  one incident 
where members of  the community actual ly reported a suspected drug dealer with in 
the community,  the pol ice did come took him away and the next  day or the same 
day he was back and  laughing at  the people who had actual ly – d id I  hear you 
saying that  as a result  of  th is the people are now reluctant  to report  cr ime to the 
pol ice? 
MS DWANE: Yes. 
MR PIKOLI:   Is that  what you said?  
MS DWANE: Yes. 
MR PIKOLI:   I f  that  is so did that  then i nform your conclusion in paragraph 59 of  
your wri t ten statement where you say that :  

“Equal Educat ion accordingly prays that  th is Commission of  Enquiry wi l l  
ser iously consider the test imony of  the people of  Khayeli tsha and wi l l  
make recommendat ions aimed at  restor ing the re lat ionship of  t rust  
between the community and the pol ice and that  wi l l  ensure that  
ef fect ive pol ic ing occurs in Khayel i tsha”  

MS DWANE: Yes, yes.  
MR PIKOLI:   Thanks 
COMMISSIONER:  Thank you very much Ms Dwane  for your test imony th is 
morning,  for being avai lable to the Commission and for the important  work that 
Equal Educat ion does in Khayel i tsha.  You may now stand down, thank you.  
MS DWANE: Thank you.  
WITNESS IS EXCUSED 
 


