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COM M I S S I O NER: W e  will  now  turn  to  the  opening  statement on  behalf 
of  the evidenc e leaders. 
MR   SID AKI: Than k   you   Chair. Thes e   proceedings   which follow  on  the  
in spections  in  loco  that  provided  the  Commission with a  deeper  
unders tanding  of  the  c ontext  of  Khayelitsha today as well as a  context  in  
which  pol ic ing  takes  place  mar k the commencement of  the  hearing  of  
o ral  evidence.  Whereas the      Commiss ion      has      received      many      
documents      and s tatements , the oral evidenc e to be led by 
the ev idence  leaders will supplement other ev idence before the 
Co mmission.  
Our role is to assist the Commiss ion to invest igate,  gather  and  lead  
evidence  arising  from  the  complaints  received  by  the  Pre mier  of  the  
Western  Cape  relat ing  to,  in  the  fi rst instance, allegations of ineffic iency 
of the South  African  Police Serv ice s tat ioned at Khayel i tsha Police Station, 
Harare Police Station, L ingelethu W es t Police Station  and  any  other  units  
of the  South  African  Police  Service  operating  in  Khayel i tsha. 
In   the   second   instance,   al legations   of   a   b reakdown   in relations 
between the Khayelitsha  c ommunit y  and  me mbers  of the South Afr ican 
Police Serv ice. This tas k has proven to be extensive and dynamic. It has  
been  our  observation  that  the wor k  to  be  performed  by  the  
Commiss ion  is  an  important  and serious  one.   We  shall,  in  the course  of  
the  public  hearings,  be leading before the Commission some of the ev 
idence that we gathered.   At  all  t imes  while  inv estigating  and  gathering  
the ev idence we were guided by section 205 ( 3 )  of  the  Consti tut ion whic h  
prov ides   that  the  objects   of  the  police  service  are  to prev ent, combat 
and inv estigate crime, to maintain public order, to protect and secure the  
inhabitants  of  the  Republic and  their  property,  and  to  uphold  and  
enforce  the   law.  W e were, fur thermore, guided by the spirit of the 
Const i tut ion with reference    to    the    principles    of    democracy,    human    
dignit y, openness,  accountabi l i ty  and  t ransparency. 
In pursuance of  our  mandate,  mindful  that  Khayelitsha  is an established 



communit y of  30  years,  we  consulted  with various communit y 
s takeholders , interacted with local organisat ions  and  spoke  to  v arious  
community  me mbers.  W e consulted with others more kno wle 
dgeable in a variety   of spheres and f ields wh ich ma ke up t he whole of 
Khayel i tsha. Whereas the full l ist of witnesses to be called by the evidence 
leaders will be publ ished I mention some of the  witn esses beginning  with  
the  witnesses  who  will  prov ide  the  setting  in whic h  policing  takes  
place  in  Khayel i tsha: Bhekithe mba S imelane the Deputy Direc tor, Policy and 
Research in the Prov inc ial Department of  Communit y  Safety, who 
studied geography at univ ers i ty  ho nours  level,  will  set  out the    
geographic    layout    of    Khayelit sha.        Bish op    Mtsolo    a clergyman  and  
communit y  elder  who  has  l ived  and  worked  in Khayel i tsha for man y 
years , will share his own exper iences.  Josette Cole a seasoned 
development activ ist and writer who witnessed f i rsthand and unders tands 
the ev ents that led to the formatio n  of  Kha yelitsha  in  1984 ,  current ly  
Executiv e  Direc tor of  Development  Action  Group  ( DAG)  and  Res earch  
Associate at the  Centre  for  Archive  and  Public  Culture  at  the  Univers ity 
of Cape Town. The objectives of her  evidence  will  be  to descr ibe, analyse 
and explain the background to the making of Khayel i tsha,   the   ma king   
and   shaping   of   Khayel i tsha,   urban governance  and  Khayel i tsha  before  
democrat ic  t rans it ion,  how the past is ever present in Khaye l i ts ha in the 
context  of democratic t ransit ion as we l l as ways  to  begin  to  re- imagine 
and re- posit ion Khayelitsha within the c ity of Cape Town. Prof Charles  
Simkins,  a  leading  s ocial  sc ient is t  and  d emographer,  will outl ine 
the demographic profi le of Khayel i tsha. Prof Jeremy   See kings,   another   
respected   social   sc ientis t ,   will prov ide a detailed ex amination of  the  
soc ial  and  economic context  of   Khayel i tsha.   Jean   Redpath   a   
c r iminologis t   and res earcher  at  the  Univers ity  o f  the  W estern  Cape  
Communit y Law  Centre,  will  analyse  the  SAPS   crime   data  and  
interpret aris ing  trends. 
In the course of invest igat ing  and  fo l lowing- up  on  the specif ic a l legat ions of 
ineff ic iency we came across a body of re levant   information   which   we   
col lec ted,   some   of   which   we shall be presenting during the 
public hearings. All this informat ion has been provided to the parties re 
prese nted  in the Co mmission. This inc ludes  the  ev idence  of  v arious  
communit y me mbers who hav e in one way or the other  been  affec ted  by 
crime  and  hav e  something  to  share  about  their  exper iences, 
knowledge  and  perceptions  relating  to  p olicing  in  Khayel i tsha. So me of 
thes e communit y members are  mothers,  fathers, sisters, brothers , aunts 
and uncles of those kil led in v igi lante act iv i t ies . Some school  pr inc ipals ,  
such  as ,  Madoda Mahlutshana,  Xolela  Mjonondwana  and  Bernard  
Hlongwane  will testify. 
We  shall  lead   evidence   of   Pharie   Sefali,   a   young journa lis t who has 



experience of and has been reporting  on gangs operating in Khaye l i ts ha. 
Vicki Igglesden will share the exper iences  of  the  So mali  communit y  in  
Kha yel i tsha.   We  shall also  focus  on children  and  the youth, who  are the  
v ulnerable  in society. In this regard we sh all   lead the 
evidence of the following  witnesses: Dr Ka miner, from the Univers ity of 
Cape To wn's Department of  Psychology   and   Child Guidance   Clinic, 
who explored  the  prevalence  and  psycholog ical  impact  of  exposure to  
violence  among  the  children  in  Khayel i tsha. Dr Harrison, Chief Executive 
Offic er of  the  DG  Murray Trust, who will exp lore the v arious aspects which 
are l ikely to determine  the  future  of  a bout  ten   thousand  children  born  
in Khayel i tsha  in  2014 . Patrick Burton, Execu tiv e  Direc tor  at  the  Centre  
for Crime and J ustice, who, at the request of the  Commission, conducted a 
youth focus group study explor ing young  people’s perc eptions     and     
exper iences     of     local     polic e     services,  effic iency  and  per formance  
will  also  testify. We shall lead evidence of sexual v iolence and domestic 
violence. Dr  Jeanine  Josias  who  has  for  many  years  run  what is now 
kno wn as the Khayelitsha Thuthuzela Care Centre, a centre  which  
provides  survivors  of  sex ual  assault  with  medical care and overall 
support, will tes tify on her firsthand exper iences on how  Khayel i tsha  
police,  partic ularly  me mbers of the Family Violence , Child  
Protection  and  Sexual  Violence, the FCS Unit, are cop ing with such cases. 
Funeka Soldaat,  a gender  activ is t  and  coordinator  at  Free  Gender  will  
talk  about the  experiences  of  lesbian  and  bisexual  community. Our  
invest igat ion  also  concentrated  on  the  high   crime rate in Khayel i tsha. W e 
pa id particular at tent ion  to  serious  and prev alent crimes. W e 
cons idered the general  c r ime  s tat is t ics and  looked  into  how  
polic e  deal  with  Khayel i tsha's prevai l ing c ircumstances .  We  n oted  that  
there  was  a  high  rate  of  v iolent crimes including rape, robbery, assault 
and murder. We shall accordingly lead ev idence which deals with various 
aspects pertaining to crime inv est igat ion,  c ase  manage ment  and detective  
work. We  were  par t icular ly  c oncerned  by  what  we  discovered when we 
went through randomly selec ted and f inalise d charge sheets at Khayelits ha 
Magis trate's Court. Here we found that a s ignif icant  number  of  cases  
involving  sexual  violenc e  and other      crimes      l ike      mu rder,      
robbery      with   aggravat ing  c ircumstances , driving un der the influence 
of alcohol and others ,  are either withdrawn or struck off the  roll on a frequent 
basis due to incomplete police invest igat ion or police  failure  to bring 
dockets to Court. W e found a similar  t rend  for  the  years 2010 ,   2011 ,   
2012,   2013.     We  shall  endeavour   during   these hearin gs  to  obtain  c 
larity  f rom  the  relev ant  offic ials  why  this  is happening. 
In    c losing,    we    bring    to    the    attention,    Commiss ion 's attention  that  
as  we  present  the  evidence,  police  t raining  will become  a  recurring 
theme.   Thank  yo u  Mad am Chair.


