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MR  K A T Z: Thank  you,  Just ice  O'Reg an  and  Adv   Pikoli. I have  prepared  
an  opening  statement  in  writing  and  have  given  a copy to the interpreters 
to assist them in the task of following  my  address  as  I  proceed.  Before  I  
turn  to  the opening statement I wish to just make  a  prel iminary  comment 
from  personal  pers pective.   The  opening  statement  deals  with the 
City's  and what i t intends  to  do to assist the  Commission in its   work. 
The   personal   comment   is   this,   I   sit   here   an d   I exper ienced a sense 
of dign i ty from all of the  people  here espec ial ly the commu nity and in the 
conc luding remarks of my opening statement I talk about the dignity that 
people in Khayel i tsha  should  enjoy  on  an  every  day  basis  and  one  hopes 
that  the  sense  of  dignity  that  is  exper ienced  in  this  hall  will permeate  
into  the  l iv es   of   those   in   respect   of   who m   this Co mmission has been 
set up.  So  I  turn  to  the  opening statement  and  I  say  that  the  Cit y's  
submiss ions  concernin g  the issues before  the  Commission  are  f irst - 
or  sort  of  preliminary - the  terms  of  reference  issued  by  the  Premier  of  
the  Wes tern Cape in setting up the Commission do no t include  the  City  of 
Cape  Town.    Nonetheless,  the  City  has  taken  the  posit ion  that it will 
do  whatev er  it c an to  assist and  cooperate  with  the  work of  the  
Commiss ion,  the  work  of  SAPS  and  all  the  other  parties inv olved   in  the  
work  of   the   Commission  s uch  as   the   Social Justice  Coal i t ion  and  the  
other  non- gov ernmental  organisat ion. 
First,  the  City  accepts  as  a  fact  and  in   pr inc iple   that infras tructure 
and  serv ice  delivery  may  we l l  and  probably  does in  some  instances  
affect  pol ic ing in a par t icular  area. 
Sec ondly,   the   City   has   as   one   of   the   objects   of   local government as 
set out in Section 152 of the Const i tut ion, the obl igat ion  to  promote   a   
safe   and   secure   environment. It wor ks towa rds  this  in  terms  of  i ts  
enforcement  actions  of Traffic  and  by- law e nforcement as  we ll  as  
suppor t ing  the SAPS in  a  limited  crime  prev ention d uty  through  its  Metro  



Police. 
Thirdly, the Cit y accepts that i t  has  const i tut ional  obl igat ions in respect of 
socio- economic r ights generally and those  that  could  affect  policing.  The  
City  notes  that  there  is no  suggest ion  that  i t has  in  any wa y breached  
or contrib uted  to the breach of the c onst i tut ional r ights 
implicated by the pol ic ing  issues  directly.   The   arguments   adv anced   by   
the Soc ial Justic e Coalit ion and others are to  the  effect  that  the City's 
service delivery programmes could be improves to assist pol ic ing    must    be    
assessed    against    the    voluminous    and  extensive documents that 
the City has submitted to the Co mmission. 
The   City's   doc umentation   sets   out   in   deta i l   the   City's serv ice  delivery  
programmes  and  rollout  in  the  past  and  for  the forthcoming   years.    
Included   in   the   documentat ion   are  the City's   programmes   in   relation   
to   the   prov is ion   of   sanitat ion serv ices, water,  electric i ty,  street  l ighting,  
bush  c learing, housing   including   the   upgrading   of   informal   
set t lements , prov is ion  of  new  houses   and   de- dens if ication.   It   also   
has prov ided  evidence  of  the  CCTV  cameras  setup  to  help  policing in  
Khayel i tsha. The Cit y explains wh y i ts  efforts  in  res pect  of  service 
delivery   are   compromised   by    v and alism and s ometimes res istance by 
overpopulated areas to i ts de- dens if icat ion programmes. 
On  Monday  20  Janu ary  2014 ,  three  days  ago,  the  City reported that  
many  mil l ions  of  rand  were  spent  by  i t  in  repairs to  broken  down  
structures  result ing  from  v andalism  and  theft. I q uote: “In 2 012 
the City's elec tr ic i ty and serv ices department i n i t i a t e d a p r o - a c t i v e 
public lighting repairs  programme  in   the   Kha yelitsha   area.   The net 
result o f this work  was  that  the  burning  rate  in ma jor parts of Khayel i tsha 
improv ed f rom approx imately   30   to   approxima tely   90.     There are 
more than 204 settlements, informal settlements in Cape Town,  and  i t  is  
c lear  from  the ev idence before the Commission by  the  experts called   by   
the   Social   Just ice   Coalit ion   and    the ev idence   leaders   that  
urbanisat ion  in   general  and the  conse quent  rapid  increase  in  the  
populat ion  of Cape Town and particular Khayel i tsha places s ignif icant 
constraints on the  abil i ty  of  the  City  to ris e  to  all  the   development   
chal lenges   i t   is confro nted  with  throughout  is  jurisdic tion. 
I turn now to talk   to the City's   stance in respect of the ev idence 
that is  to  be  led  and  has  been  led.  The  City  regards the detailed and 
voluminous  docume ntation  i t  has  prov ided  to the Commission in 
seven lever arc h fi les  cons is t ing  of  more than  a  thous and  pages  as  
important  a nd  s ignif icant  ev idence to be c onsidered  by the Commiss ion 
in  its  del iberations. During the Commiss ion the City does not intend to cross- 
examine  or  submit  inter rogator ies   to   those   witnesses   who ma ke   
broad   and   general ise d   suggestions   that   the   City's serv ice  delivery  
programme  is  insuffic ient  or  defective  in  any wa y. The  Cit y  will  



request  and  does  request  the  Commission to cons ider the ex tens ive 
documentat ion that i t has submitted bearin g  in mind the cr i t ical analysis 
mad e  by  those  experts whic h are  in broad  te rms  vague  and genera l 
ised. 
The  City  will  also  ma ke  av ailable  a  witness  to  explain  i ts CCTV camera 
crime prev ention and c ontrol operation and prov ide the  Commiss ion  
open  and  comple te  access  to  the CCTV  sect ion  of  the  t ransport   
managemen t   operat ion operating  out  of  Goodwood.  
It will also ma ke avai lable as a witness Mr Richard 
Bosman, the Execut iv e Director of the City's Safety and Sec urity 
Direc torate. Mr Bosman  has  already  provided  a  detailed s ta tement to  the  
Commis s ion  on  those  aspects  raised by the  Co mmission  which related  to  
the  City. I'd  now  ma ke  some  general  conc luding  remarks. During the  
High  Court  and  Const i tut ional  Court  proceedings  related  to  the ex is tence 
of this Commiss ion the Cit y  fi led  short  aff idavits from  Mr  Bos man  and  Ms  
Deidre  Oliver,  the  City's  attorney  and I s ubmitted  written  submiss ions  to  
the  Const i tut ional  Court. 
The  City's  stance  was ,  as  i t  is  now  and  intends  to  be,  to assist and 
cooperate with all ins t itut ions whether they   be  governmental  or  
non- governmental  organisat ions  and   indeed the Commission i tself to 
assist the  policing  function  in Khayel i tsha. The Cit y does this so that as 
many people as possible,  i f  not  all,  may  enjoy  their  Section  12  
const i tut ional  right  to  f reedom  and  secur i ty  of  th e  person  f rom  all  
forms  of violence from either private or public sources and  that  every 
man,  woman  and  child's  r ight  to  dignity  as  a  human  being  is res 
pected,  protected,  promoted  and  fulf i l led.   Thank  you. 
COM M I S S I O NER:Than k   you ,    Mr    Kat z.


