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Zackie Achmat <zackie@pixie.co.za>
To: activist@tac.org.za

Dear All

Sood report. TAC Khayelitsha participated.

Zackie
Media Release:
The Zoliswa Nkonyana Murder Trial - Khayelitsha Regional Court — 19" May 2008
‘Tne Western Cape Alliance for the 07-07-07-End tHate Campaign has reiteratad their concern, frustration and indignation at the p for mare than 3 months of the long-awaited trial of thost
Nany xlllad b of her | | ori ion in February 20086,

Zo'lswa was violently stoned and heaten to death by a meb of 20 young men. Only 9 of the 20 have been arrested and charged. The trial was postponed to 22 August 2008. Magistrate Watton lssued a
to be “fully prepared for a trial hearing” and that no further dalays “would be condoned”,

Members of the Western Cape Alffance of 070707 End Hate Campaign were present at the court to monitor the case, along with rep tives of the C isslon on Gender Equality. More than one
erganizations such including Triangle Project, The Treatment Action Campalgn, Gender DynamiX, Engender, Rape Crisls, The Inner Circle and Legal Aids Network, staged a vigorous protest outside the ¢
waving posters demanding justice for Zofiswa and her family, and calling for legislation which addresses hate crimes.

Provinclal alliance partnars are cutraged that, as a result no Jegislation around hate crimes Ih South Africa, Zoliswa’s case wlil be trled a5 an *ordinary” murder. "Violence and brutality against black lesb
sarr e priority, medla attentlon, vigorous police Investigation and aceess ta justica as similar erimes in well-resourced urban areas do. Political feaders are quitk to condemn crime and violence if they ar
famiiies. Ordinary women in rural areas and previously disacvantaged communities still find themselvas on the marging and periphery of thase communities, Activists and human rights defenders need

crimres of hate and viclence against vulnerable women, partlcularly biack lesbians, is cond| d and up d from its very core,” sald the Alllance’s spokesperson and provineial convenar, Marlow Va
Triargle Project’s director, Vanessa Ludwig expressed her anger at the increase in fund lism and mi based In h | male power and privilege."Thess man belleve it’s their right to %
they sea access to women’s bodies as their right. Women are still seen as commodities owned by men, especnﬂy In township and rural communities where the dally lived reafities of women are far rer
race, and gender and hetercsexism are all contrlbuting facters In justifying the appression, victimb \, marginaii » and abuse woman —very often to the point of taking the lives of women. We n:

when we do nct consider the alarmingly high rate of violence agalnst women to be natlonal emergency.”

Addressing the crowd after the hearing, Commissioner Yvette Abrahams from the Commission for Gender Equality {CGE) explained the ing behind the postp 1eht."The CGE is dadicated to m-
hata brought 16 our attention. Our legaf officer, Keegan Lekay, will work closely with the State to ansure that full justice is sought for the murderers of Zaliswa. f urge the community to remain vigitant :
orientation so that women feel supported and protected as survivors of these crimes.”

Funaka Soldaat from Women in Actieh in Khayelitsha added her valce of concemn and condemnation. “Women must know that they have rights. Wa cannet allow race, status and class to bacoime barri.
or supcort. We tan’t do this on our awn, but we cannot wait for others to fight for us - we need to stand up, become visible and challenge the pillars that upholds destructive, sterectypical and diserim

In a memorandum handed to the State Prosecutor, the WC End Hate Alliance calls upon the prosecuting authorities te ensure the following:
» That the vulnerable witnesses and their families recelve the necessary protection.
* That the family of Zoliswa Nkanyana ara able to access the right to Information,
* That based on witness statements, hate and prejudice resulting from homophobic attitudes are fully investigated as the metives behind the crimes.
+  That the State ensures a speedy trial and that no further undue postponements will be tolerated. Delayed Justice Is no justice for Zaliswa and her family,
* That the State Prosecutor ensuras that the aceused are not only found gulity of murder, but that the issue of hate, homophobia and prejudice are highlighted and taken Into ac

& That the State ensures that the highest penalty and sentence is passed and that a clear message against crimes of hate Is sent to the community.

Campalgn 07-07-07 is an Alllance of national & provincial organlsations from the LGETI, Women and HIV and AIDS sectors as well as individual human rights activists and human rights de
crimes of hate,

Issued: Tuesday, 20 May 2008
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1. Provincial Alllance C ] low Valentine ~ 0836685935 / 021 4433812 (endhate@triangle.org.za)

2. G L for Gender Equality: Keegan Lekay - 0838781386 / 021 4263080

3. Triangle Project / Joint Working Group: Vanessa Ludwig - 08230755923 / 021 4433812

Marlow Valantine
o] ity Engag 1t and Emp ment Manager - Triangle Project
Challenging Homophobia, Appreciating Sexuai Diversity

Physical Address: Unit 20 Waverlay Businass Park, Cane Stros!, Mowbray 7706

Postal Add.wss: PO Box 13935 Mowbray, 7765

Tel 021 4483812 Fax 021 4484089
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