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FOLLOW-UP TO MEETING REGARDING ACCESS TO SAFETY AND THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
SYSTEM IN KHAYELITSHA BETWEEN OFFICE BEARERS AND COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS 

1. The Social Justice Coalition - on behalf of the Treatment Action Campaign, Equal Education, Free 

Gender and Triangle Project - extends its appreciation to the office of MEC for Community Safety, 



Adv. de Kock and Adv. Louther of the NPA, and Advocate Mohamed of the DoJCD for a 

constructive meeting on 25 October 2010. We note the apologies from Clr. JP Smith and the 

representative from SAPS. We hope that they can be present at our next meeting. 

2. We further confirm receipt of the letter from the NPA regarding our memorandum of 23 September 

2010, which we received at the meeting of 25 October 2010. 

3. In the meeting, our organisations and the departments present acknowledged that there are 

significant and manifold challenges regarding protection and access to the criminal justice system 

in Khayelitsha. We pledged to coordinate efforts to identify some of the major challenges, and 

work towards progressively addressing them. The DoJCD, the NPA, SAPS, the representative for 

community safety of MAYCO and the MEC for Community Safety must all play their role in 

addressing these problems. We agreed that because these problems cut across various 

departments and are systemic in nature they require comprehensive assessment. 

4. One problem we returned to frequently during our meeting was the lack of effective 

communication. This manifests itself in two ways. Firstly, there is inadequate communication 

between the various departments responsible for the Khayelitsha safety and criminal justice 

system. Secondly, there is a lack of correspondence between these departments and the 

communities they serve. 

5. We pledged that this meeting was to be the first of a series of discussions between our 

organisations and representatives of the DoJCD, NPA, SAPS and Community Safety. 

6. Perhaps most importantly, we agreed in principle on establishing an independent investigation of 

the Khayelitsha safety and criminal justice system to be headed by a respected former judge. The 

independence of this investigation is paramount given the multiplicity of departments involved. 

This investigation would be empowered to examine the systemic problems in Khayelitsha's safety 

and criminal justice system, from efficacy of policing, to bail hearing procedure, to conviction rates 

and communication between police, state prosecutors, victims and their families, and 

communities; as well as other issues highlighted in the memorandum of 23 September 2010. 

Justice Conradie, former Supreme Court of Appeal President Judge Howie and Judge Fagan 

were suggested as appropriate candidates for the position. 

7. We would appreciate a timeline detailing when the next meeting will be scheduled and the status 

and progress of the independent investigation. 

8. We appreciate your leadership in this matter and given the various stakeholders concerned, feel 

that your involvement is vital in order for this collaborative process to be effective. We would like 



to make ourselves available to assist in this regard. We hope that this partnership between civil 

society and government will act as a catalyst to implement positive changes within the Khayelitsha 

safety and criminal justice system. 

Sincerely, 

Gavin Silber 
Coordinator 
Social Justice Coalition 
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