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Sample weekend it inerary:  

A Jacobite Soundscape 
 
 
Format 
A weekend coach tour for small groups up to a maximum of 15. Commences Friday evening, ends 
Sunday evening. 
 
Location 
Begins and ends in Edinburgh. There is an optional exit for participants at either Inverness airport 
or railway station.  
 
Theme 
Jacobite and Celtic influences exert a strong pull on the imagination of cultural tourists to Scotland.  
This tour is designed to combine these two themes in a powerful mix of beautiful and profound 
poetry, music and arresting landscapes.   
 
An initial complimentary short tour of Edinburgh will be offered to give you a background ‘anchor’  
to the information that will provided over the following two days.  Throughout the weekend you 
will be provided with a commentary on the way the Gaels named the landscape, allowing you to 
‘read’ and understand what you are seeing. 
 
What’s included 

• All transport and overnight accommodation on a half-board basis. 
• Entry to all National Trust for Scotland visitor centres 
• Complimentary tour of Edinburgh; optional visit to Old Inverlochy Castle 
• IUL guide, including all narration, interpretation and visitor support 

Excluded: 
• Lunches 
• Incidental expenditure, including teas, coffes and alcoholic drinks 

 
 
 
Itinerary 
 
Friday evening:  
Accommodation: Mercury Point Hotel, 34-36 Bread Street, Edinburgh. Tel: O131 221 5555 
 

19:30-21:30 – Walking tour of Edinburgh starting at hotel. (Optional). The walk will visit various 
locations associated with the events of autumn 1745.  You will hear English songs to illustrate the 
events of the time such as “Hey Johnnie Cope” and visit the grave of Scotland’s and Gaelic’s 
foremost nature poet, Duncan Ban Macintyre. Tour ends at hotel. 

 
 
 
/Saturday . . .
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Saturday:  
Coach operator – ASA  Ladywell Executive Coach Hire  0131 657 1611 

Note Approximate journey times and distances (miles/kilometres): 
  
09:00 Depart hotel 
Journey – 1:45hr, 70m  / 110 km  
10.45  Arrive at Loch Lomond park Centre Loch Lomond  

• view Stirling Castle, nursery of the Stuart kings 
• Queen Elizabeth Forest Park  
• illustrate the fundamental geopolitical importance of river and water bodies in the Scottish context  
• backdrop for such songs as The Bonnie Bonnie Banks  
• provide the opportunity to explain importance of rowing songs  

 
11.00 Depart Centre 
Journey – 1:15 hr, 45m / 70 km 

 12.15 brief stop to view Beinn Dorainn, Tyndrum, 
• the mountain has the power to impress and provide the listeners with an understanding of the 

source of inspiration that fuelled Scotland’s greatest nature poet Duncan Ban to compose his 
eponymous poem  

12.30 Glencoe visitor centre National Trust for Scotland (NTS) 
• The Glorious Revolution and the start of the Jocobite “cause” 
• The Massacre of the MacDonalds 
• refreshment,  
• orientation  
• shopping  

14.00 Depart Glencoe visitor centre 
Journey –0:30 hr, 20m / 30 km 

 15.30 brief stop at Fort William and the site of the original Williamite fort  
• understanding of why the “Black Garrison of Lochaber” was so located  
• Jacobite forces’ ill-fated attempts to capture it during the winter of 1745/46.  
• Weather permitting, see the bulk of Ben Nevis, Britain’s highest mountain  

16:00 Arrive at Glenfinnan. NTS visitor centre 
Journey – 0:30hr, 18 m / 29 km 

• Visit to the Monument  
• Recounting the hopes and aspirations of the men who raised King James the Eighth’s standard 

there by hearing the words of the great martial poet Alexander MacDonald in the songs he 
composed at the time 

• Glenfinnan Railway Viaduct (for Harry Potter fans and railway buffs)  
17:30 return to Fort William 
18:00 check in to Croit Anna Hotel, Achintore Road, Fort William, tel no. 01397 702268  

www.alfatravel.co.uk 
19:00  Inverlochy Castle;  (Optional /complimentary)  
Journey – 0:10 hr, 3m / 5 km 

• the bulk of the great Royal castle will provide the context for the great pean of praise to the 
Macdonald Clan by Ian Lom on the occasion of their shattering victory over the Campbell forces on 
2nd February 1645  

• illustrates the deep antecedents of a struggle which would end a century later in the bloody 
annihilation of Jacobite hopes on Drummossie Moor, Culloden 

 20.00 Evening meal at hotel 
 



 

 Page 3 of 3 

Sunday 
 9:00  Depart hotel 
Journey – 1:00 hour, 32m  / 42 km 
10:00 Arrive Fort Augustus. Loch Ness, View the flight of canal locks; 

• an opportunity to illustrate the massive engineering task of the Caledonian Canal  
• St Columba and other monster-sighters 
• although there are no songs in Gaelic specifically mentioning the monster there are plenty of 

references in the oral tradition to Water Spirits  
11:00 Arrive at Urquhart Castle, Drumnadrochit 
Journey – 0:30 hr, 17m / 28 km 

• Gaelic name suggests this Royal castle “snouts” into the loch 
• location again provides the opportunity to highlight the importance of water movement in the past,  
• Royal attempts to control movement and the inevitable conflict that ensued   

11:45 Depart for Culloden  
Journey – 0:40 hr, 22m / 35km 
12:30 Arrive NTS Visitor Centre 

• lunch – booking contact 
• tour of Interpretation Centre 
• visit battlefield 
• orientation and shopping  
• songs associated with the day, particularly Mo Rùn Geal Òg 

15.30 transfer to Dallcross airport/Inverness railway station 
16:00 remainder of party return to Edinburgh  
Journey – 3:40 hr, 155m / 250km 

• brief external view of Fort George (optional / additional) 
• Blair Atholl 
• Killiecrankie 

20:00 Arrive Point Hotel where the tour ends 
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