
HAUD  FORRIT! 
Tullynessle and Forbes Community and Hall Association 

     Spring 2022  

It has been a while since the Committee of the Community and Hall Association has distributed a Newsletter. 
We hope that you and your family are well and have survived these strange Covid months without too many 
difficulties. If you are new to the Parish we hope you have settled in well and have discovered our splendid 
Hall and all the delights of the area. 
Hall News 
SCIO We are delighted to announce that we have been awarded a new charitable status. We are now a SCIO 
(Scottish Incorporated Charitable Organisation). This means that the Hall and its assets now belong to a Trust. 
It also means that our supporters in the community can join us as Members and can contribute to the 
decisions made about the Hall, should they wish to, without being a Trustee/Committee Member (no cost 
involved). Contact the Secretary for a membership form. 

Blended meetings We have been awarded a grant from the Adapt and Thrive Programme, enabling  us to buy 
the necessary equipment to offer groups/organisations/businesses the opportunity to hold blended meetings 
in our Hall ie a group of people meeting in the Hall with others participating virtually. Ask the Secretary for 
more info. 

Tully Bus The grant also enables us to offer transport to and from Hall events. Get in touch for more 
information. 

50/50 Club This has been running for 12 months and has proved to be very popular. We still have room for 
more members. The draw is held once a month and half the income is paid out to three prize winners. The 
other half goes to Hall funds. (50/50!) Each draw number costs £5 per month. Ask the Secretary for an 
application form. 

Producers’ Markets Our 2022 markets will be held on Saturday May 28th and Saturday October 29th. A wide 
variety of food and crafts and a cafe with a view. 

Spring/Summer Ceilidh Sadly we had to cancel the ever popular Hogmanay Ceilidh due to Covid restrictions. 
Watch out for posters and keep an eye on our Facebook Page for news of our ‘Mid-Summer Ceilidh’, on 
Saturday 18th June, with the fantastic North of the Glens Ceilidh Band. 

The Living Mountain – Jenny Sturgeon Friday May 20th 2022 Music and film inspired by Nan Shepherd’s book. 
Tickets on sale soon. 

At last regular activities have begun again at the Hall - do check the website to see the wide range of activities 
and events which are on offer! Remember that it is YOUR HALL. We would be delighted to hear from you if 
you have any ideas for new activities or events you would like to see taking place in the Hall, for all age 
groups. We are especially keen to put on child centred events. 

Contact Details 

Hall Website: www.tullynessleandforbeshall.co.uk 

Hall Secretary: Edna Harris email: secretary@tullynesslehall.org  Phone: 019755 63548 

Hall Booking Enquiries: bookings@tullynesslehall.org 

http://www.tullynessleandforbeshall.co.uk/
mailto:secretary@tullynesslehall.org
mailto:bookings@tullynesslehall.org


Film Club News 
With Covid lockdowns, power outages, snowstorms, and film availability issues, the current film season has 
not gone according to plan!  But now, with the season drawing to a close, the Film Club is already beginning to 
plan for the next. If you have a film or films you would like to see please send your suggestions to 
tullynesslehallfilmclub@gmail.com. 

News from Tullynessle School and Nursery 
Time is fairly flying by at Tullynessle School and Nursery and we can’t quite believe that we are halfway 
through Term 3 and had our mid-term break already. We have had a busy few months since we started back 
in August 2021. Currently we have 8 pupils in school and 16 in nursery but we are about to increase our 
Nursery capacity to 24 when our new Early Years Practitioner starts. 

We hope that you are enjoying our themed window displays as you pass by the school. We have enjoyed 
creating our Remembrance Day, Christmas, Burns, and Valentines displays. Our Christmas light switch on 
was very successful — thank you to any of you who managed to join us for this socially distanced event! 

We are also planning to brighten up the front of the school with new planters and hanging baskets so, if 
wish to donate plants or other garden items, then we would be delighted. Two of our parents have been 
busy moving furniture and planters around to enhance the front of the school. We will be planting a tree 
in honour of Her Majesty the Queen for her Jubilee year on 30th March and the Depute Lord Lieutenant 
will be joining us for this. We also hope to have a visit from the Beechgrove Garden team to ask their 
advice for how we can revamp some of our garden areas ,so we are excited by that too. 

Recently we purchased 2 new chairs and a unit for our main corridor to brighten it up too and now we have a 
lovely welcoming reading area for pupils in the corridor. We also hope to purchase some new items for 
outside, such as a bench, a Literacy and a Numeracy shed to allow us to do more active learning outside in our 
fabulous playground. We look forward to restrictions being lifted so that we can all come together again as a 
community and welcome you back into our school! 

Mrs Valerie Stoddart , Head Teacher 

 

Now for a bit of Parish history! 
The Parishes of Tullynessle and Forbes were united In 1808. The Forbes estate rented Littlewood Park to 
David McLean, in the 1880s. From a Fife farming family, he was the first manager of the Hong Kong & 
Shanghai Bank. His son, Alan, bought Littlewood Park from the Forbes estate in the 1920s. He demolished the 
original house and built a new house as we see it today. It has been in the McLean family since then. The old 
church of Forbes lies on a raised terrace on the east side of the river Don and sits in the middle of a roughly 
circular graveyard. It is now listed as an ancient monument. There has been a chapel on the site since 1325. It 
is accessed by a rough track running down from the main road, roughly opposite the Lodge at the entrance to 
Littlewood Park—a lovely peaceful spot. The track to the church isn't really suitable for a car! Mary Emslie 
who is now in her 90s and was born at Terpersie, remembers cycling to a church service being held there in 
summer by the ruins of the church, with the congregation sitting on the dry stane dyke. The parish boundary 
crosses the river at this point and the Parish includes the farm of Bithnie and up to Brux where the Master of 
Forbes once lived. The highly respected former Alford GP. Sir Ewan Forbes, built a house at Brux and lived 
there until he died in 1991. 

Formed in 2000 the Friends of Tullynessle Kirk is a community group which came together to buy the 
Tullynessle church building which formerly was the parish church of Tullynessle and Forbes. The aim of the 



group is to preserve the sanctity of the Church and surrounding graveyard and maintain the church building. 
It is available for weddings, funerals and other events. Contact 07811305925. 

Three Halls?!!! 

In the past residents of Tullynessle and Forbes were fortunate to have had access to three halls. At Bridge of 
Alford there was a wooden one which stood alongside the steading and belonged to the hotel. It was a 
popular venue for dances, concerts and whist drives. The hall in Montgarrie belonged to the Mutual 
Improvement Society and lay well back from the road between Amdwis and Beechgrove — the last two 
houses before crossing the bridge. In the mld 18th century, Mutual Improvement Societies sprang up all over 
the country allowing young men opportunities to continue their education through reading and discussion 
and politics. It had a library and was also used for the Sunday school, the WRI and where people could pay 
their rents. In the past. when Tullynessle school was being renovated, both of these halls were used as 
classrooms. Pete West who lived at Beechgrove, remembers helping to take the Mutual Hall down In the 
1950s. It was sold to the Scouts for £18, removed to Alford and used as the Scout Hut. One of the local GPs, 
Dr Manson, was the Scout leader. The third hall, on the site of the present Tullynessle Hall, was built by the 
men of the community with money raised locally, on land gifted to the community by the owners of 
Waterside farm. It was opened by the wife of Sir Alan Mclean of Littlewood in 1956. In recent times. as a 
result of grants, donations and local fundraising raising approx £5OO,OOO , it was extended and upgraded in 
2008 into the splendid hall we have todayl 

Montgarrie Mill 

Sadly and dramatically Montgarrie Mill burned down in April 2020. All that is still working is the kiln. Lorry 
loads of oats are still brought to the mill for drying by the kiln before returning to Laurencekirk to be milled 
into oatmeal which is still sold as Alford Oatmeal! 

Richie Duncan and Gwen ran the mill for many years and at one time played host to the Hairy Bikers who 
came to learn how the renowned oatmeal was made. Richie Is a keen film maker and has made several 
amusing and informative films on the working of the mill which are available on YouTube — a "must see" to 
fully appreciate your bowl of porridge in the morning! A great opportunity to see a traditional mill working 
and the mill stones being dressed. 

Past Times at Tullynessle School 

There are some wonderful old photos showing the changes to Tullynessle school over the years from the days 
when farms employed many workers. There was a boys’ school where the Old School House is and one on 
the present site which was the girls’ school. Eventually the site of the present school was developed so that 
local children could receive both their primary and secondary education there til the age of 16. Pupils wishing 
to follow an academic path went to secondary school in Alford or Inverurie with some staying in digs and 
some travelling by train. An old photo taken In the 1950s shows the domestic science building and the 
woodwork department in the school. Past pupils remember going to school In style when the school bus was 
the Rolls Royce belonging to the Forbes Arms Hotel! 

Scarlet Fever at Tullynessle School! 

During the Year of Homecoming several older people who were born and lived in Tullynessle took part in an 
oral history project. Recordings of their interviews are now lodged at Aberdeenshire's Special Collection in 
the library Headquarters in Oldmeldrum. In one of these interviews, Mary Emslie now In her 90s, told of the 
outbreak of scarlet fever at Tullynessle school. Scarlet Fever was one of the major causes of death in children 
before the coming of antibiotics and the NHS. At that time, one of the present day houses at Bridge of Alford 



was the Cottage Hospital. As a result of so many of the children at Tullynessle school having scarlet fever, 
when Mary caught it she had to go to Aboyne Cottage hospital and was there for six weeks! "How had it 
spread?' I asked her." Weel we hid a wee bottley o' water and a cloot tae clean oor slates but it wis easier tae 
jist spit on the slate and clean it with the cloot.” 
Food for thought in the days of Covid! 

Montgarrie's Maternity unit — 2 Sunnybank 

During the 2nd World War 2 Sunnybank, Montgarrie was used as a maternity unit for local women. Nurse 
Royan , the district nurse, was the midwife. This resulted in men of a certain age being given the name 
Royan! George Esson who was the chief constable of Aberdeen when the Piper Alpha disaster happened and 
chief constable of Dumfries and Galloway throughout the Lockerbie disaster, was born there and was 
educated in Alford and has always had a special attachment to the parish! 
What's in a name? 

The covid summer of 2020 saw many locals taking to their bikes and shanks' pony to explore off road tracks in 
the woods and quiet roads. Others enjoyed hiking up the local hills and great views from the top of Lord 
Arthurs hill and Mannabattock. Did you ever wonder at how landmarks, farms and houses came by their 
names? Those of you who enjoyed walking the three bridges — Bridge of Alford. the brldge over the Esset 
Burn and Montgarrie Bridge - might have noticed two houses In Montgarrie with names that set you 
wondering. The first which might have caught your eye "EGALIS" built at the fine pillared entrance to 
Whitehaugh. Spell the name backwards and you get SILAGE. "Egalis" is built on the site of one of farm's silage 
pits! 

The second name " MARACAS" in Montgarrie might have got you wondering if the owners were keen on 
Latin American dancing. Mary and Malcolm Scott came to live in Montgarrie when Malcolm retired from the 
Forestry Commission and named the house. He was the first voluntary secretary of the Murray Park and was 
born and brought up in Trinidad. He responded to Britain's recruitment call to the young men from the 
colonies to enlist during the Second World War. Maracas is a beautiful beach in Trinidad close to where 
Malcolm was born. Although Malcolm never returned to the island of his birth he carried memories of his 
favourite spot with him wherever he lived. 

Montgarrie’s  Famous Son 

When you drive to and from Aberdeen or visit. Lonenwell Garage for petrol do you ever give Jeremy Eric, the 
bull, a second glance? Perhaps you will when you know that renowned, Fife based, sculptor, David Annand 
spent part of his childhood in Montgarrie. His father was manager of one of the banks in Alford and he lived 
with his wife and four sons in Rosebank. Montgarrie. Sadly their youngest son died while they were living at 
Rosebank and is buried in Tullynessle churchyard. The family eventually moved to Perth when Mr Annand 
was appointed manager to one of the banks there and was very much involved in the Perth Bull Sales, 
renowned throughout the world. The Bull sales are now held in Stirling. How appropriate that David was 
given the commission for the sculpture! Next time you pass give a "thumbs up" to Jeremy Eric and of course, 
David! 


