Connel Community Council

Minutes of the First Annual General  Meeting of Connel Community Council

 held in Connel Village Hall

on Tuesday, 18 May 2010 at 7.30 pm

1.Present

CC Sandy Dunlop (Chair); CC Les Stewart (Secretary); CC Harry Powell; CC Jim Grout; CC Sam Leddy; CC David Gibson; Cllr. Elaine Robertson; Christopher Volpre; CC Mike Harrison; Cllr Duncan MacIntyre; Cllr Neil MacKay; Mark Steward; PC Danny McBeth; Sharon Burt; Murdoch MacKenzie; John Ogden.
Apologies: CC Helen Long; Cllr Donald MacDonald; Andy Davies; John Anderson; Helen Anderson; Jim Smith; Chief Insp. Glen Bland; Margaret McLean. (CC = Community Councillor)
2. Chairman’s Annual Report
Sandy Dunlop welcomed everyone to the meeting. He thanked all Community Councillors for their support. 
He said that there was a much better dialogue with Argyll & Bute Councillors and with Officers and Officials. The Community Engagement process was allowing better communication with other agencies working in the Voluntary Sector. Other achievements included the re-instatement of the Dunfuinary Wall and some road resurfacing; the replacement of the unsatisfactory bridge overheight warning signs; the introduction of a 40 mph speed limit on the eastern approach to the village. We have also had discussions with Chief Insp. Glen Bland about the potential closure of the local Police Station; with Ferryfield Residents about the MacLeod’s development and with the Parent Council about falling enrolment at Achaleven School.

Sandy Dunlop then made a presentation to past Secretary, Harry Powell, to commemorate his 33 years involvement with the Community Council, initially as founding Chairman and latterly as Secretary.

As this was the first meeting of the new Community Council there were no Minutes to be adopted from a previous meeting.
3. Secretary’s Annual Report
Les Stewart reminded everyone that the new Community Council came into being on 17 November 2009. There have been two subsequent General Meetings (on 19 Jan 2010 and 23 March 2010) and two Special Meetings; one on 2 March to present the Local Development Plan and another on 4 May 2010 with CI Bland. There was an attempt on 4 March to add one Community Councillor to the Council to fill the only vacancy. No-one stood for election, so the existing 9 CC’s form the Council. 
4. Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer was absent so there was no report.
The Secretary said that, as a result of making a contribution to the FOLI (Fairer Oban Lorn & the Isles) Questionnaire, the Community Council had been awarded a grant of £500 and this had now been paid.
Les also confirmed that he had checked with Area Manager, Ken MacDonald, and the CC and Community Councillors are covered for Insurance purposes under the Local Authority’s current policy. 

5. Election of Office Bearers

Sandy Dunlop was re-elected Chairman. Proposed by Harry Powell and seconded by Jim Grout.
Les Stewart was re-elected Secretary. proposed by Harry Powell and seconded by Jim Grout.

Sandy Dunlop proposed Jim Grout as Vice- Chair. Seconded by David Gibson.

Lorne Nelson was re-elected as Treasurer. Proposed by Harry Powell and seconded by Jim Grout.

That concluded the business of the Annual General Meeting

***************************
6. Minutes of the last Meeting  
The minutes of the meeting held on 23 March 2010 had been circulated and were approved and signed.

7. Matters Arising from the Minutes
a) A828 Connel Bridge - Installation of Over-Height Vehicle Detection System
There is still some doubt as to whether the signs are working properly. The Secretary said he would contact Cathel MacAskill of Transerv for further information.
b) New 40mph Speed Limit at eastern end of the Village
The work at Dunfuinary Corner is still not complete. The new signs should have been in place at the end of April. Again, enquiries will be made of Transerv
c)Dunfuinary Corner
The works at Dunfuinary have been finished to a good standard. The road surface has been retarred. David Gibson said that there was a minor drainage problem which needs to be fixed and Transerv will attend to it.
f) Street Lighting
Main Road: The Secretary raised the problem of numerous broken street lights with Transerv and the faults were promptly repaired.
Grosvenor Crescent:

Lighting in Grosvenor Crescent. The lighting is still temporary but is working satisfactorily.   
g) Village Main Street - Potholes
The Secretary had written to Neil Brown (Argyll & Bute Council) about the “main” potholes in the village. Temporary repairs had taken place and further works are to be carried out in the village at the end of May. Cllr. Dunacn MacIntyre explained the Council are acquiring new Jet Patchers which are expected to do a better and faster job of pot-hole repairs.
8. Plans & Planning

a) Planning
The secretary reminded everyone that all Planning Applications affecting the village are displayed on the CC Website.

There have been no recent Applications affecting the village.
b)Local Development Plan
The village contribution to the debate on the Local Development Plan had been acknowledged by the Council and the comments made would be taken into consideration when the full plan is being published.
9. A.O.C.B.
The Secretary said he had a number of items he wished to raise.

a) Loch Etive Integrated Coastal Zone Management Plan Mark Steward, Project Manager , spoke about the progress of the consultation process. Harry Powell attended the recent meeting for the CC. He explained the serious problems facing the shellfish industry in the Loch. Mussel farmers are seeing a collapse of their farms following the expansion of a non-indigenous species. Sewerage discharges still take place, adding to the difficulties. The next meeting of the LEICZM is on 15 June.

b) The Secretary had received a complaint about rubbish dumping in Old Shore Road and a request for the provision of Salt/Grit Bins at either end of the Road. The Secretary is to write to Calum Black, A&B Council to ask for the re-instatement of a “No Tipping” sign. The Community Council will also assess the position regarding Grit Bins for the village as a whole and the Secretary will write to Graeme Brown, Road Operations Manager, A&B Council Kilmory, with a formal proposal.

PC Danny McBeth said it was important that villages contact him, immediately, if they see any illegal tipping or indeed any activity over which residents had concerns. In this connection he provided the local Oban Police phone number which will avoid having to go through the normally unsatisfactory Call Centre. The number is 01631 510555
The Connel Clean Up took place on 19 April and 30 bags of rubbish were collected along with a huge selection of other items including car tyres, old rusting road signs etc. Our Grant application will be processed by Harry Powell in due course. 

c) MacLeod’s Development  Sandy Dunlop confirmed that the Cattle grid will not be moved, eastwards, beyond the railway bridge. The landowner is apparently unwilling to allow any ground to be acquired at the location. Ferryfield residents will raise the matter with Argyll & Bute Council. Sam Leddy suggested that the noise from vehicles might be reduced if rubber buffers were placed on the metal work.

d) Les Stewart raised the issue of large speeding vehicles through the village. Sandy said that the Police had been active recently with speed guns, which we all appreciate. However, mothers with youngsters are very concerned about the large lorries which constantly ignore the speed limits. There were several suggestions from the floor, including flashing signs, speed bumps, 30 mph painted on the surface, 30 mph signs coming off Connel Bridge, etc. in the end it was decided that we needed to organize a meeting with Transerv officials and A&B Councillors to see what was practical and affordable. The Secretary will write to Stewart Turner A&B Kilmory to arrange a meeting.
e) Achaleven School  The probability that numbers will continue to fall at the school - at least for the next year- is a cause for concern. At a recent open meeting of the Parent Council it had been agreed that there was an urgent need to encourage parents of all primary school children to support the school by enrolling children. Failure to take swift action could, in a worst scenario, lead to a closure of the school - which would be a great loss to our village. 
f) Parking on Grass Verges  Les had received complaints from residents about vehicles being parked on the grass verge between Ards House and the Oyster Inn. Les had written to the Secretary of the West Connel Moorings Association, as the vehicles seemed to belong to yachtsmen. Mrs Rhodes of WCMOA replied very promptly to say that she had asked all members to respect the grass verges, which, as we know, have Open Space Protected status.

g) John Ogden spoke about malicious damage to property at the old reservoir on the Back Road, just beyond the railway bridge. PC Danny McBeth again appealed to the public to report any instances of damage to him as quickly as possible so that he could take prompt action. 
10. Date of next Meeting                                                           13 July 2010 Village Hall at 7.30 pm
Connel Community Council: Chairman - Sandy Dunlop 710565: Secretary - Les Stewart 710425
connelcc@tisclai.co.uk

