
Prelude  “Doune in yon gairdine” a seventeenth century Scottish hymn, played by Alan 

Buchan 

 

Words of welcome 

The Lord is risen!  This is the Easter greeting, and every Sunday we are in some way 

remembering that great first Easter Sunday. 

Coming to worship God, whether in the building with others or alone at home, we come into 

the throne room of our Lord and so our hearts are lifted to heaven.  Let us worship God. 

 

Hymn  Alleluia, alleluia hearts to heaven and voices raise 

 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, from the high excitement and marvel of Easter Day last week, we humbly 

approach you and worship You now, seven days on.  Death could not contain nor hold you 

down.  So this Sunday, and indeed every moment of every day, we offer you thanks for your 

risen presence.   As the wonder of the resurrection filled and motivated your first disciples, so 

that empowered by the Holy Spirit, they took your Good News and spread it and eventually it 

reached these shores, and it reached our ears. and it changed us as it changed them, so we 

offer thanks for the faithfulness of all those who passed on that gospel message. 

Lord Jesus Christ, who died and rose again for us and for the world, who acts as our 

advocate and longs for change, we thank you for your gift of forgiveness and the healing 

grace with which you meet us when we come to you in repentance for past failures, for times 

when we have not lived in your resurrection joy, when we have not sought to take your good 

news to those around us. As we live with your presence day by day, may we know your 

direction and guidance, your courage and your peace.  And hear us as we pray as you taught 

us, saying:   

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever.  Amen. 

 

Reading: John 20: 24-31  

 

Almost every year, on the Sunday after Easter we take a look at Thomas.  Every year he gets 

his annual outing.  We look at Thomas because he teaches us about faith, and faith is at the 

heart of our lives as Christians and at the heart of the church.   

 Of course the phrase usually attached to Thomas, is not “faithful” but “doubting”.  

And in Jesus’ words to him about how much more blessed are those who can believe without 

needing to see, we can, if we are so inclined, feel just that wee bit smug and superior.  We are 

those who have believed without seeing.  How blessed are we! 

 But Thomas, though he doubted the word of his friends when they told him that he 

had missed seeing Jesus, but that they had seen him and he was alive, Thomas in some way 

exemplifies the process of faith.  In the end, the truest and deepest and most lasting and most 

powerful faith is not built on what someone else tells us, but on what we know and 

experience for ourselves.  When you learned to put your faith in God through Jesus it may at 

first have been because of what someone else told you – especially if you came to that faith 

as a child – but when did it become real for you?  When did your faith become something 

that was more than just a story told by someone else in which you wanted to believe?  At 



what point was faith transferred from just your mind to your heart, to the core of your being?  

Was it not when in some way you had experience with God? 

 Maybe not: but I think for most people this is the case.  However we first step into 

faith, it is as we go along with God, as we know his presence in the mundane or the 

extraordinary events of life that our faith becomes rooted and real.  And that was all that 

Thomas saw seeking.  He wanted to believe because of his own experience, not second-hand 

because of what someone else said that they had seen.   

 John tells us that he has written his gospel so that hearing about Jesus and his words 

and works, his death and rising, his readers might come to have faith.  But John, who has just 

recounted the story of Thomas, knows that while his gospel might lay the foundation for 

faith, faith itself, the faith that changes us, the faith that compels us to take love and good 

news to the world, will only grow from those roots when we use it to reach out to God, and 

experience the presence of the living Christ for ourselves. 

 

Hymn:  How often we, like Thomas, need proof before we trust 

 

Reading  Mark 9:33-50  

 

We have looked at Thomas and the rootedness of his faith, and now we return to learning 

about how to be disciples of Jesus, how to grow and express our faith, as we travel through 

the bits of Mark’s gospel that we left alone in our need to reach Jerusalem in time for Easter. 

 It’s important to me that we should do this, because any rumours and stories you may 

have heard this week are true: my time with you as your minister is coming to an end and 

sometime in June I will be moving on from this place and this calling as I work out the faith 

of Jesus and follow his call for my life in the future.  If you hadn’t heard that already, that 

may come as a surprise to you, and it has not been an easy decision to make and one that I 

have spent more than a year in prayer about with God.  I realise that this will place this 

church into a time of uncertainty and change.  Of course it will.  But if I am following God’s 

call for me, then it follows that this is also God’s call for you.  That’s part of what it means to 

be the body of Christ.   

 And I am able to make this change with a clear mind because I know that in this 

church there are people of faith.  People whose faith is alive and growing and at work in their 

lives and in this community.   

 So let’s see what Jesus had to say to his disciples about faith. 

 Let’s look first at the context: the twelve who were closest to Jesus had been 

indulging in a silly, school-playground-type discussion about who was the best.  Who did 

Jesus value most, maybe.  Or who had the most to bring to the group.  And when they were 

challenged about it at least they had the grace to know that such a discussion was beneath 

them, and be ashamed. 

 But then John pipes up – maybe he thinks he is changing the subject, or maybe he is 

trying to score points – and he says that they had tried to stop someone who was “not one of 

us” casting out demons in Jesus’ name.  They, or some of them, had tried to stop someone 

doing a work of healing and liberation, to stop someone showing the power and love of Jesus, 

because that person was not within their special circle.  And he thinks Jesus will be pleased. 

 Following Jesus is not about being the most important, and it is not about belonging to 

an exclusive circle or club.  Faith in Jesus is found at all stages of growth, and seedlings of 

faith are important.  Nothing grows without having a beginning, a seedling stage.  No one’s 

faith comes into being fully formed.  We have to protect the seedlings of faith – in ourselves 

and in others.  It is only too easy for seedlings to be trampled on.  For too long, for almost 

always since its inception, the church has had to battle – sometimes without success – the 



tendency to raise barriers, to define who is and is not one of us.  Jesus says we should be glad 

when anyone expresses a faith in him, and glad when anyone does any act of kindness 

because of him.  We should be glad even if they do not fit in with “us” in every doctrinal 

particular.  There is more faith out there than just what is found in here, and we are enriched 

when we acknowledge it, impoverished when we decide not to see it. 

 And then Jesus gives us his ideal of faith.  The faith he describes is not a gentle thing, 

which you can look to when it suits you and forget at other times.  It is not a mildly religious 

facet to a rounded life.  No, Jesus expects faith to be all-or-nothing.  In it there is no place for  

rank or rivalry, because when we have faith in him we should not be seeking to build 

ourselves up at the expense of others, but be doing the very opposite: we should be building 

up others even if it comes at the expense of ourselves. 

 “If anyone puts a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 

would be better for you if a great millstone were hung round your neck and you were thrown 

into the sea.”  The shoots of faith matter so much to Jesus.  Maturity in faith is demonstrated 

when we show that they matter to us as well.  When we live so that we bolster, and do not 

undermine the faith of others, however it is expressed.  All-or-nothing.  Living our faith in a 

way that helps others to grow should be more important than our limbs or sight or life.  

 Obviously, this is not easy.  It is particularly not easy to be sure that we are actually 

being helpful to others.  Very often, I have found, when someone – when I - think I am being 

helpful,  I need to be sure that the manner of my giving help is not in fact undermining the 

person I am trying to be useful to.  What if they didn’t ask for help?  What if my offering it is 

seen as an unspoken criticism of how they were managing?  What if by offering help I am 

seen to be setting myself up as in some way better?  How we help can be as much of a 

stumbling block to those with shoots of faith as not seeking to help at all.  And not just for 

ministers. 

 Jesus wants his disciples to be all-or-nothing but not in a going in feet first, all guns 

blazing fashion but with love and care and thoughtful concern.  And as we grow to be like 

that he expects us to be salty – tasty – not tasteless.  There should be no such thing as an 

insipid Christian!  And if we are seeking to grow in our faith like this, allowing our trust in 

God, allowing our following of Jesus to be what operates at the core of our being, then rivalry 

will die, looking at our relative importance will wither, and we will find ways of valuing each 

other and so living at peace.  God grant that this will always be the case in this church and in 

all the manifestations of the body of Christ. 

 

Hymn  Make me a channel of your peace 

 

Prayer 

Lord God, with roots and shoots and full flowering faith you call us to walk with you every 

day of our lives.  You call us to your side on days when it is easy to hear your voice and to 

delight in your presence and to walk forward, and on days when your voice seems silent, and 

to walk in your way is hard.  And you remind us that the difference in our days is not because 

you change but because we do.  

 As a church we want to go forward together, and as one: and Lord, this is not easy to 

do when some of us are able to come to worship you in person and others still need to 

worship you at home.  May those of us who are at home know the love of those who are able 

to meet together, and the thanks that are due them for leaving space in the building for others.  

And may those who gather in the church buildings know the gratitude of those who still need 

to be at home, gratitude that they are able to begin again to show that your church has a 

presence to offer to our community. 



 As a church we want to go forward together and as one.  And knowing that this will 

mean going forward without a minister is not easy for us to take on board.  Help us to trust 

you and to trust one another that you will lead us and guide us as we work together to show 

your love, not only in our church family but in our wider community.   

 Lord Jesus, your call is always to consider those who are weaker or more vulnerable 

than ourselves: those who are young or those who are old; those who are not sure of their 

faith or those who find the circumstances of life test their faith to breaking point; those who 

still seek and those who have almost forgotten what they have found.  May we show your 

Spirit, your mind working among and within us by the way that we make supporting the 

people around us more important than our own interests or desires. 

 We pray that as a church we would always remember that our purpose is not to simply 

be, but to bear witness to you, your love and care, your presence and your joy, and to trust 

that as we do that, you will help us be and become the community of faith that you delight in. 

 We pray today for those we know who are struggling – with health, with restrictions, 

with worries.  We pray especially for the people in our care homes, remembering the 

residents in the Mains House, in the Wade Centre and in Abbeyfield.  We remember before 

you the Queen and the members of the Royal family as they grieve the death of the Duke of 

Edinburgh, asking that in their sorrow they may find your arms of comfort around them.  And 

we pray for our brothers and sisters across this presbytery, meeting as part of churches of all 

denominations or none – but always as part of your body.  May your children bear you 

witness and live to strengthen the seeds of faith that you are planting and fertilising in lives 

around us. 

We pray for Jesus’ sake, Amen. 

 

Hymn  May the mind of Christ my Saviour 

 

Benediction: 

Learning each day to trust God and serve him, go in peace. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

be with you now and always.  Amen. 

 

Postlude: The Strife is o’er by Noel Rawsthorne, played by John Crombie 

 


