
Prelude “Intermezzo” by Willibald Richter, played by John Crombie. 

 

Words of welcome 

We come to worship God.  We come to worship God in giving him our time and attention, in 

giving him our thoughts and our prayers.  We come to worship God by allowing him to 

transform us into his likeness and lead us in his ways.   

 

Hymn: Singing we gladly worship the Lord together 

 

Prayer 

O God of life, you are the one who comes to us out of the mystery; who walks with us on 

each unknown step we take.  You are the one who welcomes us and blesses us, even when 

the world thinks that we are not worthy of notice.  We adore you. 

  We thank you, God of life, for the wonderful care with which you watch over us, 

calling us always into deeper reverence and awe. 

 We thank you, Christ our Saviour, for the liberating power of your dying and rising 

again, which renews us in freedom and hope. 

 We thank you encouraging Spirit, for the strength to obey and the humility to learn, so 

that our words and deeds are purified. 

 We thank you, creative God, that you hold our past, distant and recent, in your mercy, 

that you hold our present in your compassion and that you hold our future in your love. 

So hear us now as we pray as Jesus taught us, saying: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead u snot into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen. 

 

Reading: Mark 10:1-12 

 

Whenever this passage comes up to be read in church there is a sense of tension – in the 

preacher or in the congregation.  Because how can you preach on Jesus’ words about divorce 

without it being personally applied – to those who are divorced or to those whom we know 

who have gone through that difficult rupture in relationship?  And that is all of us.  Divorce is 

something that we all are affected by, either directly, because it has happened to us or in our 

family, or indirectly because we have seen it in friends’ or neighbours’ lives. And so we 

cannot help but take the general, the principles Jesus talks about, and apply it to the particular 

– and quite often when we then hear the words we read today, we then want to say a sentence 

that starts with the word “But.”  “But you don’t know what it was like.”  But we/they did 

try.”  “But it wasn’t what anyone really wanted.”  And these buts are true. 

 But – another but – Jesus was not talking about the particular. In fact, he was trying 

very hard not to talk about the particular, because he knew that to do so would be to play into 

his opponents’ hands.  He was in the area beyond the Jordan.  That’s an important point to 

notice, because that is where John the Baptist had been operational.  And what happened to 

John?  He criticised Herod for his – original (in the sense of peculiar) – marriage 

arrangements (he married his brother’s wife, while his brother was still alive).  This criticism 

ended up in getting John’s head cut off.  And now in the same place where John had still 

quite recently been operating, a question about divorce is put to Jesus. The question is not put 

to Jesus by the Pharisees by chance.  No, they wanted to get him to say something which 



Herod might consider treasonable.  They wanted him to say something general which they 

could then apply to the particular and say “So, you are telling us Herod was wrong.” 

 And Jesus refuses to play their game.  Is it lawful they ask.  And Jesus points them 

back to the great law-giver, Moses, and asks them what Moses commanded.  But they don’t 

answer that question.  They don’t say what Moses commanded, but what Moses permitted, 

what he allowed.  Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and divorce his wife.  

Jesus does not dispute the point.  He knew full well that since divorce was happening, Moses 

devised a procedure which was designed to protect the vulnerable partner – the woman – at 

least somewhat.  But it is not what he asked. 

 When Jesus refers the Pharisees back to Moses, he is not just talking about the written 

and codified law which we find in Exodus and Leviticus, but to the whole of the first five 

books of the Bible, which were known as the books of Moses.  And so he now refers them 

back to something older than the written law: he refers them back to God’s purposes for his 

creation.  And what he is saying here is that while Moses allowed this practice of divorce – 

“because of your hard-heartedness” – that was an acknowledgement that in Moses’ day Israel 

was not able to fulfil the creator’s intention for people in the area of interpersonal 

relationships as in other areas of life.  God’s intention was that Israel should have been his 

prototype of renewed humanity – that was what was meant to be the chosen people.  It didn’t 

mean to have God always on your side, but it meant to be those who show God to the world.  

And the problem was not with God’s ideal or even with the law but with the people.  When it 

came down to it the people of Israel were just people, and the acted and reacted in ways that 

were just like everyone else.   

 But when Jesus came, he took on himself the role that had been given to Israel, the 

role of being God’s chosen (“You are my Son, the Beloved, with you I am pleased” said the 

voice at his baptism, remember).  He came to bring in the kingdom or reign of God on earth, 

to show that things not only can be but are different.  And in doing that he is offering, he is 

bringing a cure for hardheartedness.  He is offering another way of living as God’s chosen 

people.  If he is keen, as Mark says he is, to have people return to God’s original intentions, 

and if he is not being hopelessly idealistic, then he is saying that with God’s kingdom 

coming, as God’s rule and reign is established in human lives, hard hearts will be made soft.  

It doesn’t mean that personal relationships will suddenly become easier, or that if they fail 

and a marriage breaks down it cannot be forgiven.  But it does mean that when we look at our 

relationships from within the perspective of living in God’s kingdom, we will see them 

differently. 

 

Hymn:  Blest are they, the poor in spirit 

 

Reading: Mark 10:13-16 (Roy) 

 

If people get twitchy when we read Jesus’ words about divorce, they usually love to hear this 

little incident, which shows that Jesus cares about the children.  How many pictures have you 

seen – maybe faintly sentimentalized – of Jesus welcoming the children?  And haven’t you 

swelled with indignation at the actions of the disciples who would have kept the children 

away, and said that Jesus was not for the likes of them? 

 Mark puts the two incidents together.  He shows us Jesus avoiding being particular 

about divorce while upholding God’s original intentions for human relationships: that they 

should be lasting and so binding that they in fact are creating a whole new entity.  And then 

he shows us the children, turned away and then welcomed and valued.  And he does this 

because with the coming of God’s kingdom in Jesus, all of our human relationships are cast 

in a different light.   



 We don’t live in a culture where children are not valued, but in Jesus’ day it was 

different.  Until they reached a certain age, although loved by their families, children had no 

rights under the law.  They could be abused or enslaved.  They could be neglected.  And no 

one would necessarily raise a finger to help them – not a legal finger in any case.  As I say 

that is different here and now.  There are all kinds of rights that apply to children and 

churches, Jesus’ modern disciples (remember we are trying to learn to be good disciples) are 

often among the first people to want to work with children and help them.   

 But with all the legal and ethical protections that they have, children can still be hurt, 

and are still hurt, and they can be hurt most by adults who think that children and their 

feelings don’t matter and that adults can make whatever arrangements suit them.  And so this 

reminder that the kingdom of God belongs to such as these, to people who are children or 

who still live with child-like faith, is necessary.  It is tied to the previous words about the 

ideals for personal relationships.  One of the reasons that God’s ideals for marriage and 

human relationships matter is because of those who are most likely to be caught in the middle 

when things pull apart.  Of course there is hard heartedness, and sometimes things become so 

brittle that the bond has to be broken.  And in God’s kingdom, that can be forgiven and there 

is room for healing and restoration.  But it never doesn’t matter.  And God’s children always 

have a responsibility to look out for those who are vulnerable and easily hurt.  To look out for 

them and to bring them to Jesus and to bless them. 

   

In calling us to live in his kingdom, in calling us to live by the eternal ideals and plans of 

God, Jesus is calling us to embrace God’s way of looking at the world and at ourselves and 

live with the vulnerability that this brings us.  When we pray “your kingdom come” we are 

praying for God to restore the world to his creative purpose, when the first people walked 

with God in the cool of the day.  To walk with God is a gift which Jesus brings us, and it is a 

gift, if we use it, which keeps our hearts soft and warm and alive, and helps us not to become 

hard and calloused.  But to have a warm and living heart is to be vulnerable.  It is to be like a 

little child, vulnerable in the way that we trust God to welcome and love and bless us even 

when we don’t get things right, even when the world says that we are naïve and that we 

should be doing things differently.  It is to be vulnerable to being hurt as we seek to live 

cruciform, laying aside our own advancement for the sake of those around us.   

 Walking with God does not make life’s challenges easy.  Bringing every part of life to 

God in prayer will not mean that, for instance, our personal relationships will suddenly fall 

into place.  What it does mean is that we will see things differently, from a perspective which 

we can’t otherwise know.  And we will know God’s help in living life’s challenges, forgiving 

and forgiven. 

 

Hymn: Seek ye first the kingdom of God 

 

Prayer: 

Lord God, in Jesus you bring in your kingdom, establishing your rule of love in the world one 

heart at a time.   

In Jesus you take our hearts of stone, our hard, hard hearts and chip away until the soft, 

warm, living heart that you meant us to have is revealed. 

In Jesus you allow us to begin again, alone and together, as you show us what it means to live 

the way that you intend. 

And we thank you. 

 

We pray today for all who live with the pain of divorce and the consequences of love turned 

sour.  We thank you that you bring healing to lives which have been riven in this and other 



ways.  We thank you that your grace and forgiveness covers every part of our lives.  And we 

pray that wherever there is lingering pain, you would bring healing, that hearts might not be 

hardened by bitter experiences, but opened up to you and your love. 

 

Lord God, we pray today for all the ways in which the world hardens hearts, so that we find it 

diffcult to live in your way.  We pray that as we seek to follow you, you would keep us from 

greed or envy, from selfishness or anger.  We ask that as your children we would seek first 

your kingdom and its righteousness, trusting you to give us all else that we need. 

 

We lift to you those who grieve at this time: not forgetting the royal family, not forgetting all 

those who have lost family and friends to Covid or in this time of Covid, which makes losses 

and mourning more difficult.  Hold all who mourn in your love, and bring the peace that 

passes understanding. 

 

Lord God, our prayer is that your kingdom may come and your will be done on earth as in 

heaven.  So we ask that you will help us to live as ambassadors of that kingdom, knowing and 

showing your love and power and peace.  We ask this for ourselves, and for our brothers and 

sisters here in Badenoch and across, the world.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

Hymn: The voice of God goes out to all the world 

 

Benediction: 

Living as citizens of God’s kingdom, go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

be with you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

Postlude:  Trumpet Voluntary by Jeremiah Clarke played by Alan Buchan on the St. Bride’s 

organ. 

 

 

  


