
Prelude  Voluntary by Thomas Weelkes played by Alan Buchan on the Laggan organ 

 

Words of welcome 

We come to God to worship.  We come with praise and thanksgiving in our heats because of 

all that God has done and continues to do for us.  

 

Hymn: Give thanks with a grateful heart 

 

Prayer 

We give thanks to you Lord God, with hearts that are grateful.  When we stop to think of 

your gifts – the world in springtime – and the world at other times.  The gifts of home and 

food, family and friends, and interesting things to see and do; the gift of life itself.  And then 

we think of the gift of Jesus, sent to bring us the right to be your children, and we know that 

even were we to thank you all day, every day, we would never come to the end of your grace 

and our thanks. 

 And even as we thank you, Lord God, we realise that too often we do not live with 

gratitude.  Too often we take your gifts for granted, think of them as rights, not graces, and 

grumble at small inconveniences.  Forgive us our human failings, and teach us to live as your 

children should. 

And hear us as we pray together as Jesus taught us, saying 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen. 

 

Reading: Mark 10:17-31  

 

Last week we saw Jesus talk about sex – or at least about marriage – and this week he is 

talking about money.  Jesus goes where we would rather not go in conversation, where polite 

discourse would avoid.  Jesus goes to where the rubber hits the road in terms of what we 

really think about and base our lives around.  There is no hiding form him because there is no 

hiding these or any areas of life from God’s sovereignty. 

 The story we have read comes in two halves.  First there is the rich man with his 

question, and then there is the follow-on talk with the disciples.  And both halves have at 

their core the idea of eternal life.  So what did Jesus and his contemporaries mean when they 

used that phrase?  If we are to understand what he says, we need to know what he was 

thinking.  Because no one in Jesus’ day who talked about eternal life meant life after death 

with God in heaven.  That would be too indefinite and vague an idea for them, too ethereal.  

It was life on earth that mattered and life on earth that was meant, but life on an earth that 

was renewed and perfected.  Life in the age to come. 

 Sometimes in our common life an event happens which divides what went before 

from what came after.  The two World Wars were like that: events which affected everyone 

and after which life was not the same.  It may be that this pandemic will turn out to be 

another such: something that will divide life into before Covid and after Covid, as shorthand 

for different ways of living and understanding the world.  In Jesus day people were waiting 

for something that would happen – soon – which would change life.  They were waiting for 

the kingdom of God to come, heralded by the Messiah, which would bring justice and peace, 

freedom (especially for Israel), punishment for wrong-doers, and a time of prosperity when 

all prophecies would be fulfilled and the world would live, as it were, in an endless spring.  



They distinguished between the two ages by calling them the present age, when things were 

far from perfect, and the age to come.  But both were earthly.  

 So the rich man asks about inheriting eternal life, he is talking about life in the age to 

come, not about how to get to heaven when he died.  The age to come was going to renew the 

world, the earth, and you wouldn’t want to be in heaven when that happened, but here to 

enjoy it!  This man was rich, but he knew he couldn’t just buy his way into the age to come, 

so he wanted to know how he could ensure his acceptance there.  And what he was expecting 

from Jesus, most likely, is the kind of answer that other religious teachers would have given.  

He was expecting to be told to keep the commandments and a bit more: they would have told 

you in detail how to keep the commandments in the way that their group or sect demanded.  

And he would then have been told to join the group that the religious teacher came from.   

 But Jesus departed from the expected model.  He did indeed recommend the keeping 

of the law to the rich man.  He recommended the very basic requirements of the law with no 

extras added on top.  He advised not to murder, or commit adultery, or steal or defraud 

(which is part of stealing) or tell lies, and honouring his parents.  In fact he recommended the 

parts of the 10 commandments which describe how to live with other people.  He does not 

mention covetousness, nor the commands to worship and honour God. 

 And the rich man protests that he has done all this.  Maybe he was pleased but finding 

it hard to believe that he was being told he had done enough.  And then came the punchline: 

“Sell what you have and give to the poor and you will have riches in heaven.  And come, 

follow me.”  Here is where the commands about honouring God come in.  Here is where the 

need not to covet comes in.  With Jesus, as we have seen, faith was always an all or nothing 

matter.  There was never any area of life which would remain untouched by God’s presence 

and demands, for the person of faith – and never any area of life which would not be liberated 

and refreshed and set alight with joy when God was allowed to have his way. 

 Jesus invites him to rid himself of all that is holding him back.  Jesus invites him to be 

freed of the need to see inheriting eternal life as something else he can add to his portfolio.  

He invites him to gain riches in heaven – to have his treasure where it cannot be touched or 

stolen or wasted, invested for the life of the age to come.  It was an invitation, but it was 

turned down. 

 

Hymn Let us talents and tongues employ 

 

Reading Proverbs 19:16-23  

 

The second half of Mark’s story deals with what Jesus and the disciples talked about once the 

rich man had found Jesus’ invitation to living free of wealth too hard to accept.   

 Jesus watches the man depart and makes the comment that it is hard to enter God’s 

kingdom, especially it is hard for those who are rich, those who have much of this age’s 

goods.  This is really upsetting news for the disciples, not because they were rich: their 

economic status is not given us, but it is unlikely that many of them were what even in those 

days would be described as “rich”.  No, what was upsetting to all that they had been led to 

believe was the idea that wealth could hold you back from God’s kingdom.  Much of the Old 

Testament, the Jewish scriptures, unthinkingly assumes that wealth is a sign of God’s favour, 

rather than a burden or a responsibility that you might want to be rid of.  The disciples, 

probably without ever having this spelled out to them, would have grown up assuming that if 

someone was well off it showed that God was pleased with them.   

 In fact, much of the Jewish Scriptures hint at what is sometimes referred to as a 

“prosperity gospel”.  You find this in some churches as well, churches which like the black 

and white nature of the Jewish law, and who find it possible to avoid the harder sayings of 



Jesus, like this one about camels and eyes of needles (and no, the needle was not a small gate: 

that explanation is entirely invented).  But Jesus knows that the commandment not to covet 

does not only apply to those who have little and cast envious eyes on the prosperity of their 

neighbours.  It also applies to those who have much and who cannot bear to think of losing 

what they already have. 

 “Whoever is kind to the poor gives to the Lord,” says the Proverb.  And “it is better to 

be poor than a liar.  The fear of the Lord is life indeed; filled with it, one rests secure.”  The 

book of Proverbs is one place where the idea that riches are God’s blessing is not given 

unquestioning acceptance.  The writers of the Proverbs have many good things to say about 

the state of poverty – not that it is good in itself to be poor – it is hard to be poor, life is not 

easy.  But the writers of the Proverbs show that there are things that are worse: like not being 

honest, or, elsewhere, like being lazy, or greedy.  The writers of the Proverbs know that what 

matters far more than what a person has or does not have, is how that person lives before 

God.  And, at least partially, this is Jesus’ point as well. 

 We don’t buy our way into God’s kingdom.  I hope that this is not news to you!  

There have been times in the history of the church when this has not been altogether clear and 

buying one’s way in has been at least one route that was offered to people.  No matter how 

generous you are – to the Church or to Christian organisations, like Christian Aid, or to your 

family or your neighbours or in any other way, you are not able to buy your way, to pay your 

way into God’s kingdom.  When Jesus came to announce the coming of that kingdom he 

made it clear how people can become citizens of God’s kingdom – “Repent,” he said, “And 

believe the good news.”  

 Repent means to turn away, to turn away from doing wrong.  To turn away as well 

from placing our hope and our trust, to depending for our security on anything other than the 

grace, mercy and love of God.  And the more you have of what in society are often called 

“securities” for a reason, the harder this is.  The more there is to turn away from, the more 

there is to tie you to the old life.  In terms of world poverty, most of us would be classed as 

rich.  And the invitation that Jesus gave to the rich man comes to us as well: to sell what we 

have and give it away and freed from that burden, to come and follow him. 

 Even the not-rich disciples found this a hard one.  Peter began to tell what they had 

left for the sake of following Jesus: the sacrifices they (and incidentally, their families) had 

made.  And Jesus is reassuring.  God understands, and when we take him at his word and turn 

away from other securities to follow him, God does not forget us.  And how many Christian 

people are there who can testify to the way that they have discovered that in fact they have 

found family and homes open to them, and more than they need given them, even in this age.   

 But the warning comes to all of us, the warning that we need to hear and understand: 

that many who are first in the eyes of the world will be last, while those who are thought of as 

last will be seen to be first in God’s kingdom.  God’s kingdom turns our worldly values on 

their heads.  Maybe the depth of our faith will be shown in whether we see this to be a 

tragedy, to fear and moan about; or a comedy, which engenders delighted laughter. 

 

Hymn Son of God eternal Saviour 

 

Christian Aid week is coming up: this year it falls between the 10th and 16th of May.  One of 

my colleagues, the Rev. Andrew Kimmit of Aberlour, is inviting all the parishes along the 

Spey to become involved with a Walk-the-Spey initiative, where by we would walk part of 

the Speyside way (or, in Laggan the bit before it) and as we do so we can pray for our 

parishes and for those who seek the water of life while we walk by a river which never runs 

dry.  And we can also give a little to Christian Aid, or even get our families to sponsor us. 



If you would like to know more, please take a look at the church website where the whole 

scheme is explained in greater detail.  And if walking is your thing – or even if it is not – look 

too at the Virtual Pilgrimage on the Kingussie Church website! 

 

Prayer 

Lord God, you have given us so much.  We are like that rich man who came to Jesus, blessed 

with this world’s goods.  We ask that you free us from the burden of possession – from care 

and striving and from thinking that our security is found anywhere other than in you.  Make 

us generous with all that you have entrusted us with, so that we think of our homes and 

possessions as things we hold in trust for you, not things to be guarded jealously from others. 

 We pray for those who are poor, in this community, in this country and further afield.  

We pray for the levelling of injustice and the fairer distribution of the world’s resources.  And 

we pray knowing that we cannot mean this prayer and say Amen, if we are not prepared to 

give and give up from what we have ourselves.  Make us joyful servants of yours, delighted 

followers of Jesus, held back by nothing from living life in his way and following in his 

footsteps. 

 Lord God we pray for this unjust world, noting how injustice is being displayed by the 

way that the Covid vaccine is and is not being distributed around the world.  We thank you 

for the people who have been able to received it, and are glad to be among their number.  But 

we pray for the people of India, and of Brazil, of South Africa and other lands where the 

disease is raging and the vaccine still relatively scarce.   

 And we pray for your church, called by Jesus to live differently from our neighbours.  

May we be so freed, by trusting you, that we can live out of the riches of your love and show 

those riches in the way that we love the people you have called us to live among as your 

witnesses.   

We offer our prayers in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

Hymn Be Thou my vision 

 

Benediction 

With eyes fixed on Jesus, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

be with you and remain with you now and always.  Amen. 

 

Postlude The theme from the last movement of Saint-Saëns organ symphony played by John 

Crombie 

  

  


