
 

Order of Service 5th September 2021 

 

Words of welcome: 

 

Good morning, welcome to our Service this morning, Lord, open our ears to your call; 

open our lips to sing your praises; open our hearts to your love; open our eyes to your 

abiding presence. May we ever rejoice in your love and proclaim your glory in all the 

world. 

 

Amen 

 

HYMN 352 (2) O for a thousand tongues, to sing 

 

Prayer: Let us pray: 

 

Gracious God , you call us to support one another, to offer comfort in times of need, 

reassurance in time of fear, inspiration in times of challenge, and confidence in times of 

doubt. 

Teach us to recognise people's gifts and nurture them, to understand their problems and 

share them, to acknowledge their successes and applaud them, to appreciate their 

efforts and affirm them. 

Teach us to help people believe in themselves, to discover their abilities, appreciate their 

worth, and fulfil their potential. 

Teach us, through the faith we show in people, to help them to attempt great things; to 

look at life seeing not the obstacles but the opportunities, not the things they can't do 

but the things they can. 

As you encourage us, so may we encourage others. 

 

Amen 

 

Psalm 125 

 

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, 

which cannot be shaken but endures forever. 

As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 

so the Lord surrounds his people 

both now and forevermore. 

 

The scepter of the wicked will not remain 

over the land allotted to the righteous, 

for then the righteous might use 

their hands to do evil. 

 

Lord, do good to those who are good, 



to those who are upright in heart. 

But those who turn to crooked ways 

the Lord will banish with the evildoers. 

 

Peace be on Israel. 

  

HYMN     360: Jesus Christ is waiting , 

 

Mark Ch 7 v 24-37 

 

Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 

want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his presence secret. In fact, as soon as she 

heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was possessed by an impure spirit 

came and fell at his feet. The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged 

Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. 

“First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right to take the 

children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” 

“Lord,” she replied, “even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 

Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.” 

She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

 

 

Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee 

and into the region of the Decapolis. There some people brought to him a man who was 

deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged Jesus to place his hand on him. 

After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. 

Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. He looked up to heaven and with a deep 

sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”). At this, the man’s ears were 

opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly. 

Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept 

talking about it. People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything 

well,” they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 

 

 

 

Thought for Today 

 

Psalm 125, the opening words of this psalm identify  the true people of God . They are 

“those who trust in the Lord". It is important to realize that other descriptions are used in 

the psalm, “ the righteous” “those who are good" and “ those who are upright in heart" 

All of these point to people who are prepared to commit themselves to the Lord. 

Naturally, such commitment had and has moral implications, but it does not convert 

such people into self-righteous do-gooders. The psalm ends in verses 4 and 5 with a 

prayer to the Lord which calls upon him to say a resounding yes to those who seek to be 

faithful to him and a firm “No" to those who “ turn aside to their own crooked ways.” The 



final words “Peace (shalom) be upon Israel" This is what the prayer and indeed the whole 

psalm, is seeking : a God-given richly satisfying life for the community that would make it 

resistant to attacks from without and tensions within. Journey further along this spiritual 

road  and among the last words of Jesus to his disciples in John's Gospel we hear, “Peace 

I leave with you;  my peace I give to you. I do not give to give you as the world gives. Do 

not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid”. 

In Mark's Gospel, The Pharisees had declared Jesus and his disciples to be unclean. This 

was a way of banning them and any who had contact with them from their synagogues. 

Therefore it is not surprising that the stories following this event come from a non-

Jewish area. 

Jesus is in Gentile territory. Just as the Jews would not soil their lips with unwashed pots, 

so they avoided contact with the Gentiles for that would also make them unclean. As 

Jesus challenged the distinction between clean and unclean foods, he is now challenging 

the distinction between clean and unclean people. The Jewish people survived through 

their exclusiveness. Jesus wanted to show that the love of God is inclusive. The rest of the 

world, the Gentiles, also have a place in God's kingdom. 

Whilst there , Jesus is approached by two Gentiles. A woman comes asking help for her 

daughter and a man who is deaf with an impediment in his speech is brought to Jesus. 

The woman was a Greek , and adding to this that she was a Syrophoenician evokes the 

idea of the fractiousness there was between the Jews and the people of Tyre. There was 

definite animosity between these groups. Jesus took no notice of this division. Jesus 

replies to her plea for help, ‘Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the 

children's food and throw it to the dogs’, he would have found many a Jew rejoicing, for 

they use the term ‘Gentile dogs' as a term of contempt. Jesus used a diminutive word for 

‘dog’ to soften this and there is no doubt in his voice did not imply his rejection of the 

woman. Israel may be ‘first' but only first; many others from the rest of the world would 

be fed with the ‘Bread of Life'. 

The woman had sought Jesus out, and now from the Greek-speaking area of the 

decapolis they brought to Jesus a man who was deaf and had an impediment in his 

speech. Again Jesus is to offer the healing  and love of God to this Gentile. Isaiah said 

that a sign of God's kingdom would be when ‘ the ears of the deaf are untapped..... and 

the tongue of the speechless sing for joy' For the Jews hearing was the most important 

sense because it was through hearing and speaking that the covenant was given. It was 

Israel who heard; the Gentiles were deaf. Once more Jesus challenges this view by 

accepting the man who is brought to him. Jesus acts out the miracle as the man would 

not hear the words. When Jesus says ‘Ephphatha' – that is, ‘Be opened’ – it can be a call 

not only to the man but also to the opening of the Gentiles to the Christ. The ears of the 

Gentiles are opened to the Word of God. The man representing the Gentiles , zealously 

proclaims what Jesus has done . The response is ‘He has done all things well; he even 

makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak' The whole world is being opened to 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: 562 Through the love of God, our Saviour 



 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION and The Lord's Prayer 

 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for you have called your people from every tribe,  nation 

and language. We rejoice that you care for all peoples and every single individual and 

seek to offer each of them your love. You have called us all to hear your word and to 

proclaim your praises. 

We rejoice that your Church is for all people in all times and in all places. No one who 

comes to you is cast out . May we seek to make your Church open and welcoming to all. 

We ask your blessing upon all who are involved in the outreach and mission of the 

church. We give thanks for the peace that you offer to us and all nations. We remember 

before you the people of Afghanistan those who have left their country and for those 

who did not get that opportunity. We pray for all who suffer from racial hatred or 

prejudice, all who are outcasts or refugees. We ask your blessing upon the work of the 

United Nations and all peace keeping forces. We give thanks for those who brought us 

to know you and your love. We pray for all who taught us and cared for us. We ask your 

blessing upon our families and our friends. We remember the lonely or those who feel 

uncared for and unwanted. We pray together saying, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: 470: Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

The God who called us here is sending us out, to turn words into deeds, worship into 

service, and vision into reality, now let us share it , in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen 

 

The sung blessing 
 


