
Words of welcome: 

 

Good morning, welcome to our Service this morning, Lord God, you have called us to 

know you and to love you. Help us to be faithful to our calling and to serve you all our 

days. 

Amen 

 

HYMN 259: Beauty for brokenness 

Prayer: 

Let us pray: 

 

God we rejoice in your love and in your forgiveness. Though we are not worthy to come 

into your presence you welcome us and forgive us our sins. Make our hearts clean, O 

God, and renew a right spirit within us. 

Amen. 

 

Our first reading this morning: Psalm 15: 1-5 

 

Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent? 

Who may live on your holy mountain? 

 

The one whose walk is blameless, 

who does what is righteous, 

who speaks the truth from their heart; 

whose tongue utters no slander, 

who does no wrong to a neighbor, 

and casts no slur on others; 

who despises a vile person 

but honors those who fear the Lord; 

who keeps an oath even when it hurts, 

and does not change their mind; 

who lends money to the poor without interest; 

who does not accept a bribe against the innocent. 

 

Whoever does these things 

will never be shaken. 

 

HYMN 265: Pray for a world where every child 

 

2nd Reading: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem 

gathered around Jesus and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were 

defiled, that is, unwashed. (The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give 

their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. When they 



come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many 

other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.) 

So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live 

according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?” 

He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: 

‘These people honor me with their lips, 

but their hearts are far from me. 

They worship me in vain; 

their teachings are merely human rules.’ You have let go of the commands of God and 

are holding on to human traditions.” 

Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and understand 

this. Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what 

comes out of a person that defiles them.” 

For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, 

theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and 

folly. All these evils come from inside and defile a person.” 

 

Thought For Today 

 

It is hard to believe that the Pharisees would travel all the way from Jerusalem to Galilee 

to tell Jesus that he and his disciples had dirty hands. This meeting is about 

confrontation and it shows how Jesus was challenging the attitudes of the established 

church. 

The Pharisees say that Jesus and his disciples are unclean. They have not washed 

properly before eating bread. Very often Jesus did things that made him unclean in the 

eyes of the Pharisees. He touched a leper, he touched a bier on which there was a dead 

man. A woman who was suffering from a haemorrhage touched him. Jesus was  declared 

unclean by each of theses acts, and anyone who was in contact with him became 

unclean also. The Jewish rituals of washing were mainly good common sense. They were 

safeguards against infection and harmful contacts. 

Jesus replies that it was no use going through outward rituals if the inside is not 

cleansed. Jesus called the Pharisees hypocrites.  Originally a hypocrite was a play actor; it 

meant one who pretends or gives a set reply.  It came to mean a person whose life was 

an act without depth or sincerity. Cleanliness does not depend on whether you have 

washed or eaten; it depends on your inner attitude, on your thoughts and your heart. It 

is no use being present at worship if we do not give ourselves to God. This is why the 

Psalmist prayed, ‘Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit within me.’ We 

must be sure our human traditions do not come between God and us. 

Jesus lists among the things that defile a persons evil intentions or designs. Every 

outward act of sin comes from an inward choice. We need to keep watch on our 

thoughts or and our decisions. Very often our departure from goodness and from God 

begins  with the attitudes and the choices that we make. If we fail to give God the central 

place in our thinking, we will soon push him to the edges of our life. 

 

Amen. 



 

 

HYMN: 544 When I needed a neighbour 

 

PRAYER 

 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, you give us life, you give us love, you give us yourself. We 

come to give our lives and our love to you.  Cleanse us from all our sin and make a clean 

heart within us, that we may do what you want us to do and be the people you want us 

to be. 

We give thanks for all Social Services and all who work for the care of others. We 

remember before you all who bet caught up in vice and degradation.  We pray for all 

addicts, that they may find help and hope. 

We rejoice in our homes and in family life. We thank you for all who have given their 

lives in caring for us and in loving us. We ask your blessing upon our families and friends. 

We remember before you all who are lonely, all who feel uncared for or unwanted.  We 

pray for all who suffer neglect or a breakdown in relationships. 

As we rejoice in life, we pray for the turmoil in Afghanistan, we ask your blessing on the 

despairing and despondent. We remember the Service personnel who are preparing to 

go to Afghanistan to bring people to safety. Lord be with them. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

 

Amen. 

 

Our Closing Hymn this morning is: 489 

 

HYMN: 489 “Come down, O, Love divine 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

To the one whose goodness is without equal,  whose love is beyond comparison, whose 

mercy is beyond understanding,  and whose power is beyond understanding,  and 

whose power is beyond words, be praise and glory, worship and Thanksgiving, now and 

always. 

 

Amen. 
 


