
Order of Service 15th August 2021 

 

  

Words of welcome: 

Good morning and welcome to our worship this morning. We come together to praise 

and worship God. As we gather to worship this morning let us delight in the works of the 

Lord. We sing our praises for all the things God has done for us, because God is gracious 

and merciful and keeps his promises for ever. 

 

Amen 

Our 1st Hymn this morning is 

 

HYMN 465: Be thou my vision 

 

Prayer: Let us pray 

 

Loving God, Lord of all the earth, Friend and guide to your people across the ages, with 

joy and gladness we praise you. You have redeemed your people. You have revealed 

your love. You have spoken through your prophets. You have lived amongst us. You 

offer to all who truly seek you the assurance of your everlasting life. 

Loving God, as we draw near to you, draw near to us. As we seek your word, speak to us. 

As we confess our faults and failings, have mercy on us. As we are reminded of all you 

have done for us, challenge us to make our response. As we recognise our lack of vision 

and courage, inspire us through your Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen. 

Our first reading this morning is Psalm 111 

 

Our 2nd Hymn this morning is 

 

HYMN 616: There's a spirit in the air 

 

2nd Reading: John 6:51-58 

 

Thought for Today 

 

We heard Psalm 111 read to us, this Psalm was written in Praise of what God has done. It 

is an acrobatic poem, this means that each line begins with the appropriate letter of the 

Hebrew alphabet. Since most of the lines contain only three words in Hebrew, four at the 

most, the poet has shown considerable skill in employing this form. 

Psalm 111 is a Thanksgiving hymn of an individual participating in one of the great 

festivals of the religious year celebrating what God has done for his people. Verses 2-4 

celebrate “the works of the Lord.” 

Verses 5-6 briefly trace episodes in Israel's history - God's provision of food, literally, 

‘prey', the key illustration being the provision of manna and quails in the wilderness 



wandering. God's keeping his “covenant" and God's demonstration of his power on 

settling his people in settling his people in Canaan,  their promised heritage. 

Verses 7-9 summarize what gives the community strong grounds for trusting in  and 

obeying God. He redeemed them and placed at the centre of their life his “covenant.” 

This is the God who is “holy” and awesome. 

To continue into the New testament reading for today from John 6:51-58. 

The passover and the Eucharist or for we non-conformists Communion are the setting 

for this discourse  on the ‘bread of heaven’, and it takes place in the synagogue at 

Capernaum. At the Passover the Jews are required to eat the unleavened bread  and the 

paschal lamb amongst other things. The Passover remembers, we know the exodus from 

Egypt,  the wandering in the wilderness, including the provision of manna. The reading 

begins with the last verse from last week's Gospel: ‘I am the living bread that came down 

from  heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for 

the life of the world is my flesh.’ There are many claims here . Jesus is still using the 

words ‘I am', which are used as a naming of God. God comes to us in Jesus Christ. It is 

Jesus who is the living bread, those who eat this bread from heaven will live forever. 

Jesus is not giving us things; he is giving us himself. He  offers himself to us and for us. 

When we come together to receive Communion we understand this, and that we abide 

in him and he in us. 

The Jews murmured - as ever , analysis prevents the mystery from entering into our lives. 

The Jews said , ‘How can this this man give us his flesh to eat? One of the best-known of 

the many Jewish regulations about food and drink was that blood was absolutely 

forbidden. Do we understand that Jesus was replacing the Passover lamb with his own 

sacrifice? Unless we take Jesus' life into our life, we will lack the fullness of life. Jesus 

continues with the theme of indwelling. ‘This mutual indwelling is the purpose and the 

joy of every Communion and with it the knowledge that through him we live 

forever.  Jesus is the living Lord and wants to be one with us . When we abide in him and 

he in us we have eternal life. 

 

Amen 

  

PRAYERS Of Intercession 

 

Let us pray 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, you give us life and love. We give thanks for the fruits of 

the earth and all that you have given us. As we give thanks for our daily bread we 

remember all who are celebrating growth and increase in  their lives. We pray for the 

teachers and pupils who return to school throughout Scotland on Monday. We ask you 

to bless all artists and crafts people who enrich our world with their talents and 

goodness. We remember all who provide us with food and our daily needs. 

We give thanks for our homes for their peace and protection. We ask your blessing on all 

homes where there is disunity or discord. We pray for all who are suffering from a 

breakdown in relationships. We pray for homes where there is new birth or someone 

newly admitted into their family. 



We give thanks that Jesus has shared our grief and sorrows. We pray for all who are 

facing pain or weakness, all who are on hospital waiting list for treatment or operations. 

We give thanks for all medical staff and all nursing staff who work in our communities 

and hospitals. We remember those whose energies are failing and any who are finding it 

hard to cope with life. We pray together saying:- Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  as we forgive our debtors. And lead 

us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  and the 

power, and the glory for ever. 

 

Amen 

Our Closing Hymn this morning is:- 

 

HYMN 716: Come and find the quiet centre 

  

BENEDICTION: Blessed are you Loving God, lead us out into the world, renewed in 

vigour, in hope, in faith, and in purpose. Send us back to love and work for you, sharing 

your love and living your life. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen. 
 


