Psalm 51:1-12
Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin.
3
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence
and blameless when you pass judgement.
5
Indeed, I was born guilty,
a sinner when my mother conceived me.
6
You desire truth in the inward being;[a]
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
7
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.
10
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right[b] spirit within me.
11
Do not cast me away from your presence,
and do not take your holy spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing[c] spirit.
Mark 2:1-12
When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. 2 So
many gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the
door; and he was speaking the word to them. 3 Then some people[a] came, bringing to him a
paralysed man, carried by four of them. 4 And when they could not bring him to Jesus
because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it,
they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’ 6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there,
questioning in their hearts, 7 ‘Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who
can forgive sins but God alone?’ 8 At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were
discussing these questions among themselves; and he said to them, ‘Why do you raise such

questions in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven”, or
to say, “Stand up and take your mat and walk”? 10 But so that you may know that the Son of
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the paralytic— 11 ‘I say to you, stand
up, take your mat and go to your home.’ 12 And he stood up, and immediately took the mat
and went out before all of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, ‘We
have never seen anything like this!’

