
Prelude:  Final section of Bach’s Fugue in E flat played by Alan Buchan on the St. Bride’s 

organ. 

 

Words of welcome:  Throughout history God’s people have taken time from the mundane 

affairs of life to praise God and think on him.  Today as we worship in our ones and twos we 

remember that we are part of the worshipping community across the world, as we sing or 

listen to the hymn 

 

Hymn: Let all the world in every corner sing (122) 

 

Prayer: 

You are our God and king, holy God, heavenly Father, creator of all.  You are our God and 

King and in your love for us, your creation and your people, you have come to be one of us 

and to lift us up from being mere subjects to being your sons and daughters, part of your holy 

and royal family.  And you have done this, not for any merit of ours, but simply because you 

love and delight in us, even though we never match up to the potential and perfection you 

made us for.   

 We worship and praise you from the depths of our hearts for your love given us in 

Jesus.  And as we seek to follow him, we ask that you would give us your Spirit and keep us 

close to your side. 

And hear us now as we pray as Jesus taught us, saying: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread,  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever.   

Amen. 

 

Reading: Romans 12:1-5   

Reading: Mark 2:13-17      

 

The next time we see Jesus, after the man let through the roof is forgiven and healed, he has 

gone out beside the sea again.  As we follow his movements in these early days of his 

ministry we can see that for Jesus, as for most people to whom it happens, becoming a public 

figure was not easy.  He had thought he could go quietly from place to place but experience 

taught him that what he was doing and saying was not going to be kept quiet.  It would attract 

a crowd, and people would not keep quiet about him even if he asked them to.  So we see him 

retreat first to the countryside and then to his home.  But now he is stepping out again, 

having, perhaps, had time to think and pray and come to terms with his celebrity or notoriety 

(depending on who was speaking).   

 He goes out and the expected crowd gathers.  But whatever he may have said to them, 

what Mark wants us to notice is that it is while attended by a crowd that he calls the tax-

collector, Levi (who is also known as Matthew: Levi is the Hebrew or Aramaic form of his 

name, Matthew the Greek form.)  He does this before the crowd because he knows that 

Matthew will not be a popular figure: it could be Jesus already knew him – remember that he 

is still in the environs of Capernaum, where he had made his home – or it could be that he 

knew that all tax-collectors were regarded with deep suspicion. 



Jesus calls Matthew, not despite who he is but because of who he is and what he does.  

He wants to show that God’s love does not draw lines, and so he calls him because he loves 

him and because he can make a point to the crowd and the disciples.   He then shows that he 

really loves and welcomes Matthew by accepting his hospitality and fitting right in with his 

friends.  Jesus fits in with everyone, because he doesn’t think about himself all the time, but 

about the people he is with.  That is what love does.   

The disciples, meanwhile, are learning, or should be learning, who to keep company 

with.  In fact, since they are only human like the rest of us, they will have to learn that lesson 

many times.   Another is added to their number, a man very different from the fishermen in 

education and ideology. Tax collectors and fishermen had little in common.  On the one hand 

you had those who were workers with hands in a trade learned from fathers and grandfathers, 

which needed no formal learning but deep knowledge of the water and the fish.   On the other 

hand you had a man who was a worker with pen and paper.  And the work he did made him a 

servant of the Romans while the fishermen would likely be those who would at best put up 

with Roman rule (and possibly grumble about taxes and try to avoid them).   

And Jesus called them both, and not only that, he was going to expect them to work 

together.  It wasn’t just that Jesus called all kinds of people to be his disciples, but that he 

called them to be disciples together. Following Jesus is not an individualistic calling.  Nor 

can we choose with whom we will serve.  Jesus calls one and all and expects us to remember 

that our love for him is the most important thing in our lives, a unifying force which should 

triumph over lesser disagreements.  You know that the Church has not always – maybe not 

ever – been able to live up to this expectation, but the calling does not go away.   

 

Hymn: Lord Can this really be?  (205) 

 

So far Jesus has been dealing with the physically maimed and the spiritually maimed.  But 

now he is mixing with the socially maimed – tax-collectors and sinners.  The difference is 

that while the physically and spiritually maimed will come to him, or be brought to him, as 

indeed they have done in their droves, the socially maimed will not.  These are the people 

who have learned that most of society does not want to know them.  These are the people 

who have gathered together with other outcasts, to make a social life for themselves and who 

will not intrude where they fear they will not be welcome. 

 In Jesus’ day it was the tax-collectors and “sinners”: the people who were pariahs 

because they worked for the Roman government or because they were known for living in a 

way that was beyond the pale in terms of the Jewish, if not the Roman, law.  These were as 

much outcasts as the groups of lepers who also banded together because no one else would be 

with them.  In India, still, it is the people known as the Dalit – those below the strata of social 

class.  In Scotland it is who?  Drug users? Homeless people?  Travellers?  Immigrants?   

 All of us band together somewhat in terms of shared interest or employment or life 

experience, but the people who are socially maimed have, or feel that they have no choice in 

the matter.  They feel rejected by the mainstream of society and so they will not approach it. 

 So Jesus goes to them.  Such a simple solution, and yet one which is so rarely 

employed.  He goes and eats at Matthew’s house and there he finds that Matthew and his 

friends are right: the scribes of the Pharisees are veritably and vocally shocked.  They had 

found Jesus intriguing, maybe a bit avant garde, but still worth associating with.  But now, 

what is he doing in such company?  They are tactless enough to ask the question. 

And Jesus has his answer ready: he is being a doctor.  And how can you be a good 

doctor if you never go near the sick?  For far too many years and centuries the bulk of the 

Church has ignored this question.  For too long the default position of the Church has been 

that all are welcome, and we are here if any want to come.  That sounds well, but in fact it 



fails to take account of the life experience of those who are socially maimed.  These are 

people who may hear what you say about welcome, but who will automatically assume that 

you do not mean them.  These are the people who say, and mean it, “The Church is no for the 

likes of me.”  These are the people who would not come flocking to hear Jesus in the 

countryside or in the town, but to whom he had to make the effort to go. 

There is a lesson for us in this.  How can you follow Jesus and be part of bringing in 

the Kingdom of God unless you go to the places where God’s kingdom is least obvious? 

And where are such places today? 

Anywhere that humans struggle to survive, and live at odds with one another. 

Anywhere that greed is master. 

Anywhere that the norms of polite society do not seem to apply. 

Often these will be places where we feel out of place.  But we will only feel out of 

place when we think about ourselves and the impression we might be making.  The reason 

Jesus could fit in everywhere is because in his humility he did not think of himself. 

This is where the reading from Romans comes in.  If we present our whole selves to 

God, as Paul urges, talking of giving our bodies in his service as a spiritual sacrifice, then we 

will learn true humility.  Humility comes by presenting ourselves to God, which means that 

we always have before us the knowledge of God’s greatness and goodness, of what he looks 

for in us.  And when we do that, our eyes are not turned on ourselves, but on God and the 

people he brings to us.  Humility is self-forgetfulness, which does not think about the 

impression we are making on others, but about loving the others who are making an 

impression on us.  Jesus didn’t care what sort of impression he was making on the scribes of 

the Pharisees.  All he cared about in that moment was being with the tax collectors and 

sinners, listening to them, laughing at their jokes, and responding to them according to their 

need.   Humility that forgets itself in looking upward to God and outward to others knows 

how to be in the moment, to savour it and make the most of it.   

This was to be a steep learning curve for the disciples as they were asked to accept 

Matthew and his friends, and then later others who were even more beyond the pale, until, 

eventually, after the birth of the Church, they even learn to accept foreigners, non-Jews, as 

being equally called as Jesus’ followers.  We are still learning, this lesson, and we will learn 

it best when we present our lives to God, keeping our eyes on Jesus and living in the moment 

with those to whom we are sent.   

 

Hymn: When I needed a neighbour were you there, were you there? (544) 

 

Prayer: 

Lord God, when we set out to follow Jesus we find that there are many challenges, and that 

not the least of them is that you never call us to walk with you alone, but always in company.  

So today we pray for the unity of your church.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray that in a world where division is rife: between races and nations, within families, 

between the rich and the poor, your church would show a better way to be, even with those 

who are very different from ourselves.  Give us your grace to value our common bond with 

you above anything else on which we might differ – theology, politics, worship practices, or 

history.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for our congregations of Laggan, Newtonmore and Kingussie, that we would work 

together as a seamless and loving whole, showing to our community that even the half-

joking, half-serious traditional rivalries of place are put aside in Jesus. Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



 

We pray for our land, that all your churches of whatever denomination or of none, will find 

ways not only to avoid conflict, but actively to work together for your glory and for the good 

of our neighbours.   Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for our friends in the Czech Republic, that they will find friends and partners among 

the other churches near them, and that your name will shine forth as a beacon of peace and 

unity.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for the troubled countries of the world, troubled by warfare or food shortage, by the 

pandemic or by the climate changing and disrupting the pattern of life: all across the world 

may your churches work together to bring peace to troubled societies and to the troubled 

earth itself.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Hear our prayer for unity, and hear our prayers for the people and matters which are closest to 

our hearts: may you deal gently with us in our troubles, small or large, and may you show us 

when we can be the answer to our own prayers or the prayers of someone else.  We pray in 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Hymn: I the Lord of sea and sky (251) 

 

Benediction: 

Go to whom God sends you  

Go with those God gives you 

And the blessing of God Almighty,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

Postlude:  “Postlude” by Alexandre Guilment, played on the Kingussie organ by John 

Crombie 


