
Prelude:  “Fantasy” by Alfred Hollins played by John Crombie on the Kingussie organ 

 

Words of welcome:  The Bible tells us that “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his 

mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning.”  So we give thanks to God for 

his new love as we sing or listen to the hymn 

 

Hymn:  New every morning is the love (214) 

 

Prayer: 

Lord God, you are love, and your love is steadfast, unwavering and sure.  You love us 

because that is who you are and not because of anything we do to deserve it; because that is 

what love is: a giving which cannot be earned.  As we come into your presence we thank you 

for your love which makes a welcome for us, which makes a home for us by your side 

always.  We thank you for your love which sent Jesus to be one of us and show us your love 

in action.  We thank you for loving us even when we turn from you, and for the joy with 

which you welcome us when we turn back to you. 

 In this short act of worship, come close to us, and show us the wonder of yourself and 

the wonder and possibility of life lived with you. 

And hear us as we pray as Jesus taught us, saying: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Reading: Mark 2:18-22  

 

How often do you buy new clothes?  Now, there’s a question, the answer to which probably 

would tell a psychologist a lot about you.  Some people buy new clothes quite often, some as 

rarely as possible.  For most people in Jesus’ day, as for most people around the world still, 

you only got new clothes when your current set was pretty much unwearable.  Before you 

made that outlay, you would patch and mend as best you could.  But you would never put 

new cloth on an old garment.  Not only because new cloth was un-shrunken and could pull 

away and make a hole bigger, but also because that would be a terrible waste of new cloth.  

Save new cloth for making new clothes: don’t waste the new by forcing it to prolong the old. 

 It is amazing how Jesus can use a question which seems to be about one specific 

matter – fasting – to make a far deeper and more general point.  The people who wanted to 

know why Jesus’ disciples didn’t fast like other devout people, expected an answer about 

fasting: maybe they felt guilty because they didn’t fast as often as the Pharisees or John’s 

disciples and hoped Jesus would tell them that it was not necessary.  But Jesus goes deeper 

than their question and uses it to talk about himself. 

 He is the like a bridegroom, he says.  Life in his presence is like being at a wedding 

feast, and it would be rude to fast at a feast.  But he doesn’t say that fasting has no place: just 

that its time and place is not the same for his disciples as for those others.  He wants people to 

see that he is pulling them away from the old traditions of thought and practice and even of 

worship and theology.  What he is doing and bringing in by word and deed is the kingdom of 

God and that is something that people have not known before. 

 But you don’t want to mix up the old with the new.  Even if they have similarities, 

even if they are made of the same stuff, like different pieces of cloth, like old and new 

wineskins, you don’t want to try to combine them.  Disaster lies that way.   



 The prophets before Jesus, ending with John the Baptist whose disciples were fasting, 

had been concerned to call people back to the way in which they should walk.  They were 

essentially conservative, looking to the past revelation about God and worship and how to 

live, and seeking to make it happen or happen again.  They were trying to make what had 

never really worked before work this time.   

But Jesus was not in that line of prophecy.  He did not come to call people back but to 

urge them forward.  He wasn’t about restoring the old but about birthing the new.  People 

who tried to understand Jesus and his ministry in terms of the old, in terms of restoring 

something, were and always will be far off the mark.  The Jesus who spoke disparagingly 

about the new cloth on old clothes and the new wine in old wineskins is recognisably the 

same Jesus who we see at the end of John’s vision which we call Revelation, where the risen 

Christ looks at the new heaven and the new earth and says “See, I make all things new!” 

(Revelation 21:5) 

 His disciples were going to have to learn that following him meant always stepping 

forward and never stepping back, and his disciples have had to keep learning that lesson ever 

since.  When we follow Jesus it will always be into something new: new ways of working or 

worshipping, new ways of life, new habits.  Indeed our very selves will be constantly being 

made new! 

  

Hymn The bright wind is blowing, the bright wind of heaven (607) 

 

We can read about ourselves being made new in our next Scripture: 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21  

 

“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away, everything 

has become new!” 

This is one of the great promises of our faith.  In Christ we become new creatures, part of a 

new creation.  The opportunity, the gift of a new start is what most people long for at some 

point in life.  We long for it when we know we have done wrong and regret it.  We long for it 

when life has gone hardly for us and we want to forget the sadness or trouble of the past and 

move forward.  And Jesus, who advises new wineskins for new wine, offers us that new 

beginning.  In him, everything old has passed away, everything has become new.   

 This is the good news at the heart of the gospel.  This is the core of the kingdom of 

God: everything can and does and has become new.  Even us. 

 If we are made new, which is another way of saying if we are born anew of water and 

the Spirit – as Jesus said to Nicodemus – then the most fundamental change is in our 

relationship with God.  Instead of being at odds with God, we are reconciled to him.  We are 

given the chance, not to try again with God, for trying again means that the effort comes from 

us and that would again lead to failure; but to know that there is no division between God and 

us.  We are forgiven, we are always forgiven, and by Christ’s death, which took on all the 

wrong done in the world, we can not only have but become and be the righteousness of God. 

 Wow.  Just wow. 

 As followers of Jesus we are given the righteousness of God, so that when he sees us, 

he sees Christ’s perfection.  And when we go about our lives, we are – not we should, not we 

should try to, but we are – showing the righteousness of God.  So long as we stay in Jesus, 

following him, rooted in him, consciously turning our lives towards him.   

 Disciples of Christ have to learn to handle a lot of change, as Jesus leads us from one 

new step to another, but the great thing is that we are always travelling on with him.  He is 

the bridegroom who makes our lives a feast – a feast of love and forgiveness, of 

reconciliation and new starts.  He is the one who turns our eyes forwards and outwards, not 



backwards and inwards.  And as he leads us he gives us the gift of his righteousness so that 

we may be those who by our very living may show the grace of God to the world around. 

 

Hymn: This is a day of new beginnings (526) 

 

Before we come to prayer, I am asked by the Presbytery of Abernethy, of which we are a part 

to say that there will be an on-line meeting of the presbytery on October 6th at 7 p.m. to which 

an invitation is extended to all.  The reason you might want to log into this meeting is that at 

it the members of presbytery will be discussing a proposed amendment to the presbytery plan 

which would allow us to seek two full time people to work at helping the churches develop 

new expressions of worship, to reach people who find the traditional model of church 

difficult.  If you would like to log in to the meeting, please let me know and I can get the 

details to you. 

 

Prayer: 

God of changes and new beginnings, give us the same delight in new starts that you have.  

You know that we like the familiar and tend to resist change, even change that we need, but 

help us to meet the changes and challenges of change with your joy and love and confidence.  

We thank you that in you we are made new, and we pray that as we live in our newness 

before you, we would also be those who are prepared to pass on your endlessly hopeful grace 

to others.   

 Lord God, you know that over the past few months we have had to adapt so many 

facets of life to new ways of doing things, and new restrictions.  We know why this has been 

asked of us, and we have tried, and still try.  But we, and the people around us, sometimes 

find all the change, which keeps changing, wearying.  We pray for ourselves, for our 

community and for our nation, that we would live with love for others at the core of all we 

do, so that we can keep each other safe, and live cheerfully with the new patterns that are 

asked of us. 

 Lord God, we pray today for people who long for a new beginning.  We pray for 

those who are caught in the cycle of depression and despair.  We pray for those who are ill 

and do not know how to go on.  We pray for those who care for others in what seems an 

endless and thankless task.  Help them to find your new love shining through the sameness 

and difficulty of their days, to give hope and vision and purpose. 

 Heavenly Father we pray especially for those we know who face the ending of life on 

earth in these days.  We pray for those who are ill and will not recover, and for their families 

and friends who must watch, often from afar rather than near at hand.  Assure them of your 

love, holding and cradling them in your steadfast hands. 

 And God, who gives meaning to our days, no matter what they hold, we pray that this 

week, each day we would arise to the knowledge that in you all is made new, and rejoice in 

that as we live the minutes of our days.  We pray for Jesus’ sake, Amen. 

 

Hymn: O for a thousand tongues to sing (352) 

 

Benediction: 

In all your life and living honouring the name of our God 

Live in the world with Christ’s new life. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Be with you evermore, Amen. 

 



Postlude: Allegro from Voluntary in G by Maurice Green played by Alan Buchan on the 

Laggan organ. 


