
Prelude: Ane Lessoun upon the 2nd Psalm by John Black of Aberdeen (16th century), played 

on the Laggan organ by Alan Buchan 

 

Words of welcome:  We come today to worship God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the God 

who made, redeems and transforms us.  We worship the God who can never be understood by 

our minds or explained by our words, but who asks us to experience his presence and his 

love. 

 

Hymn 133: Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud 

 

Prayer:  Lord God, as we come into your presence and think on you, we need many names, 

and many descriptions to help us understand you even slightly.  We thank you for the times 

when we get a glimpse of who you are, and for the times when we get a whiff of your 

presence.  Most of all we thank you for the way that you have shown yourself to us in Jesus, 

and given yourself to us by your Holy Spirit. 

 We know that we will never understand you fully, but keep us engaged in the quest to 

know you more and knowing you, to love you and obey you better.   

And hear us as we pray as Jesus taught us, saying: 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed by Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

One of the things which people have found difficult over these past eleven weeks when life 

has been changed, is that we have not been able to get together and have company other than 

the members of our household.  We can meet in small groups outdoors now, but that has to be 

thought about carefully and we still have to keep our distance.  Which is not normal human 

behaviour:  we are social beings, and we need each other. 

 The constant promise of God to us is that he is with us.  Over and over again in 

Scripture, when people are facing hard times or when they feel alone comes that promise that 

God is with us. So maybe it is time we thought to ask again, who is this God who is with us?  

The Sunday after Pentecost is traditionally known as Trinity Sunday, when we think 

about God as three persons but one God.  Which is a bit tricky, because “Trinity” is not a 

term that the Bible uses and there are only a couple of places where the formula “Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit” are found.  We could try to explain it: we have done that more than once 

before, and if you need an explanation, then the best I can come up with is to think of how 

H2O is H2O whether it is in the form of water, ice or steam: its essence is the same, but we 

experience and need it in different ways.  But today we will not try to explain the mystery of 

God: when we try to explain a mystery inevitably something is lost.  Today we are going to 

read the assigned Scripture passages for this day – all four of them – and think briefly about 

what they show us of the God who is with us. 

 

Before we hear the first one, let me also add that this would have been communion 

Sunday in Laggan and Newtonmore church.  And so, on the website you will find an online 

communion I have prepared for you.  If you would like to participate in communion, please 

do it after you have listened to this service, not before!  

 



Reading: Genesis 1:1-5   

 

These are some of the most familiar words in the Bible, this story of God the creator.  As 

with any other part of Scripture, we should remember is that it is written to tell us about God, 

before it tells us anything about the science of God’s world.  And what does it tell us about 

God?  That God is powerful.  That God is creative.  That of course.  But there is more than 

that.  

 God says. “Let there be light.”  God gives permission to the light to be.  God is the 

great enabler, giving his creation permission to be and to be good.  God is the artist who 

draws with light and shade, with rock and plant.  And it is God who gives pattern to our lives.  

God allows the light to be and so there can be evening and there can be morning – the first 

day.  God gives us the patterns of life, so that we can count by days and weeks and months 

and years; so that we can find an anchor in this ever-changing creation of which we are a 

part.   

 And God delights in his creation – it is good.  If we read on through the whole 

chapter, it is all good.  And each evening God stops and savours what is made and at the end 

of it all God rests and enjoys his creation.  The God who is with us is the God who made us 

and made us part of his artistry, who gave us patterns for the world and for our lives and asks 

us to reflect with him on what he has made and our part in it, and find the good. 

 

Reading: Psalm 8  

 

This is a Psalm of wonder.  Look at the stars in the sky, says David the Psalmist.  He would 

have had great chances to wonder at them in his days as a fugitive in the wilderness, when he 

would be out under the skies at night.  This is not a good time of year for star-gazing in 

Scotland – there isn’t much night.  But if you go up Glen Banchor on a clear winter’s night – 

or up to the Kingussie golf course, or almost anywhere in Laggan – anywhere away from 

artificial light, then we too can stand and stare in amazement at the stars of the heavens laid 

out before us.  And we can wonder.  This is a Psalm of wonder – wonder at creation – it 

follows on from Genesis 1 very nicely – and wonder at the human side of life in God’s 

creation as well. 

 The word wonder has two meanings and I think both are at work here in this Psalm.  

There is the sheer amazement which David obviously feels when he looks at the starry skies.  

And which we might feel when confronted with other facets of creation as well, from the 

large and majestic – waterfalls or the ocean surging in a storm, to contemplation of the 

minute detail found when we look at a daisy or even the midge that feeds on us.  When we 

take time to reflect with God, we can be filled with sheer amazement. 

 But there is also the other kind of wonder, when we wonder about something, 

questioning, pondering, seeking.  David seeks to know about the human position in creation – 

he wonders if it is true that we are just lower than the angels, and he wonders why and what 

that means.  If God is a God of wonder it is of both kinds of wonder: God engenders awe in 

us, and God can hold us and walk with us when our wonder brings on questions. 

 David finds the answer to his question “What are human beings that you are mindful 

of them, mortals that you care for them?”  The answer is that they are nothing of themselves.  

We do nothing to deserve God’s special regard.  But God has chosen to give us our position 

in creation: God the wonderful. 

 

Hymn 5: Psalm 8 O Lord, our Lord in all the earth 

 

Reading: Matthew 28:16-20  



 

Our first two readings had us in the realms of mythology and poetry and wonder.  Here we 

are much nearer to life as we know it, at least a thousand years nearer than we were with the 

Psalm.  Here we are with Jesus. 

 Jesus brings us into the realm of Emmanuel: God with us.  It is one of the names he is 

given in the prophecies which foretell him, and one of the truths which the Christmas story 

tells us that he embodies.  Jesus is God with us in a way that we can see and touch and hear 

and understand.  Jesus is God rooted in our reality, the reality of daily life with its ups and 

downs, the commonplace and the wonderful. 

 And in this story Emmanuel gathers with the eleven disciples.  The passage is explicit 

in giving the number, and in giving it Matthew is making clear that there is a gap. He could 

have said just “the disciples” and left the number vague, but instead he says “the eleven” and 

so we immediately think – not of Peter or Andrew, James, John, Thomas or the others, those 

who were there, but of Judas, who was not.  We think of the missing one.   

God, Emmanuel, is rooted in reality, including the reality of loss and disappointment.  

The disciples knew it.  Jesus knew it.  Losing Judas was a real blow to them.  We have 

known a lot of loss recently: loss of contacts, of togetherness, loss of security, loss of purpose 

and employment, loss of trust, loss of loved ones.  God, Emmanuel, was with us, and the 

promise is that he will be with us forever even to the end of the age. 

He will be with us and he has work for us to do.  We need never lose our purpose if 

we know God with us, because he has a task for us to make disciples of all nations.  To help 

the whole world, far and also nearby, to know that God, Emmanuel, is with us, and that if we 

will turn to him we will find him there.  We will think more about that next week, but for 

now we note that when we turn to him we are brought into God’s family in the name of  the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit: the God who comes to us in at least three ways: and 

whose being is always a wonder and a mystery. 

 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13  

 

God, the God of permission and order, of pattern and wonder; the God of questions and who 

is Emmanuel, is also the God who chooses to make demands of us: gives us something to do, 

and something to be: something to aim for.  He is the God who changes and strengthens and 

empowers us. 

 Jesus, Emmanuel, gave us something to do – to make disciples and bring people into 

God’s family.  This short passage gives us ways to be while we are doing it – ways that are 

easy to read and make a lot of sense and which the disciples of Jesus through the ages have 

found well nigh impossible.  We are asked to be the people who agree with each other and 

live in peace.  These are words which were written to a small church which was at war with 

itself, and words which could have been written to almost any church at any time since.   

 God, who is one God though coming to us in three persons, agrees and is at peace 

within his infinitely varied self.  Jesus, Emmanuel, said that he did only what was his Father’s 

will, only what he saw his Father doing.  The Holy Spirit bears witness to the work of the 

Father and the Son and does not try to draw people away from them.  God is in perfect 

harmony. 

 We are one church – all over the world and here in this wee place.  We are one 

church, but in many persons.  But God enables us and engenders wonder.  God is with us, 

first in Jesus, God made human, God the example God the Saviour; and then in the Holy 

Spirit, God within, God the transformer.  As we think of who our God is, may we learn to 

have our vision expanded and our faith made stronger as we are held together by the 

wonderful unity who is our God. 



 

Hymn 134: Bring many names 

 

Prayer   

God who is unity and diversity, who is broad as well as deep, we bring you our prayers for a 

diverse and divided world.  In the week when we have seen protests and also riots in the 

USA, and have remembered again that life is not fair and that people are afraid, we pray for 

unity founded on peace with justice.  We pray that you will challenge us, that where our 

underlying assumptions are at odds with your love for all people, you will show us and 

change us, and we pray that day by day across the world life will be made more equitable for 

everyone. 

 

Lord God, we bring to you the suspicion and division within our community, which is made 

worse by the conditions under which we are living.  We pray that where people suspect 

others of breaking lockdown they would be careful before accusing.  We pray that when we 

see faces we do not recognise we would not leap to hostile conclusions.  And we pray that 

none of your children would do anything to make life harder for those who feel worried and 

vulnerable.  Help us live always out of your love. 

 

We pray for the people we miss, Lord God, the gaps within our lives brought on by the need 

to practice social isolation.  We pray for our families, especially those who are not local.  We 

pray for friends who are far away and for neighbours who have to keep completely away 

from people to protect themselves.  You are the great connector, Lord God, so we ask you to 

bless those we miss with your love and ours. 

 

We pray for our church as we think forward about what life will be like when lockdown 

eases.  Give your wisdom to the elders and the minister as they plan ahead and give vision for 

how we may best live in unity and make disciples. 

 

God of all grace hear our prayers, the spoken and the silent.  They are offered through the 

Spirit for the sake of Jesus, your Son.  Amen. 

 

Hymn 639: I bind unto myself today 

 

Benediction:  

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit rest upon 

you and remain with you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Postlude: Marche by Lefébure-Wély   


