
Prelude: ‘Adagio’ by François Verhelst, a Belgian composer of the early twentieth century, 

played by John Crombie. 

 

Words of welcome: 

As we begin this service remember that though you may be listening to it alone, or with just 

family, in Christ we are all one family and that when we come into God’s presence in prayer 

and worship we are also in the presence of all God’s children.  So it is still true to say that we 

gather together in worship, as we sing the hymn 

 

Hymn: Ye servants of God your master proclaim 

 

Prayer: 

Living, loving, ever present God we proclaim your love and power with our song, and we 

would proclaim your Lordship of life with all that we are and do. Thank you that you journey 

with your people through every time and season. You remain faithful, dependable, and true. 

When we look to you, we are enabled to see the way ahead. You make the darkness light and 

turn sorrow into joy. God of all the universe, you draw alongside us, weeping with us, gently 

cradling our pain, reaching out to heal and to hold. 

     Forgive us, O God when we forget your love, for ourselves and for others.  

     Forgive us when we hoard or discard resources out of the rich bounty that you have given. 

     Forgive us when we fail to see our connectedness to you and to our neighbour. Bring us 

back to you time after time. Stop us in our tracks and confound us with love until, worn 

down, we fix our eyes on You, God of our salvation. 

And hear us as we pray together as Jesus taught us, remembering that as we speak these 

words so both our friends and brothers and sisters we have never met also say them. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever.  Amen. 

 

Reading: Mark 9:14-32  

 

The incident we have read about focusses first of all on the issue of faith. 

Jesus and the three disciples have come down the mountainside to find a crowd 

waiting at the bottom.  Not waiting quietly but engaged in some kind of dispute.  And at the 

centre of it is a boy who has what sounds like a type of epileptic condition.  His father 

brought him to the remaining nine disciples, but they have been unable to heal him. And 

somehow this has become a public wrangle, with the poor boy either forgotten or somewhere 

at the centre.  It is not what his father had hoped for.   

Into the situation comes Jesus and Jesus, when he understands what is going on, is 

looking for faith.  Where, in all this mess, is faith to be found?  He exclaims about the 

faithlessness of this generation, and we are left in some doubt as to whether he is talking 

about the disciples who could not heal the boy, or about the father who brought his boy 

because it just might help.  “If you can” says the father which is not a great statement of faith 

when you think about it, though it may be a statement of fading hope.   Of course, it may be 

that the disciples’ failure had shaken the father’s faith.  His action in bringing the boy – as he 

had expected, to Jesus, not to his disciples - spoke of faith or hope or despair.  His words 

revealed his uncertainty. 



But faith, faith in God, because that is what Jesus is talking about, is not uncertainty.  

Nor is it certainty.  It is, as the writer to the Hebrews so memorably said the assurance of 

things hoped for the conviction of things not seen.  Things hoped for and not seen are not 

certainties.  But when we come at them with our faith placed firmly in the God who made us 

and has led us and who sent Jesus to show his love and save us, then although there are things 

that are “only” hoped for and are still unseen, we can be as confident in them as we can in the 

things that we can see and touch and know by our own knowledge. 

Few of us have such perfect faith that we never have a wobble, and that un-named 

father had every reason to wobble a bit, when his hope had seemingly been dashed, when a 

row had broken out around him, when his son might throw a fit at any time.  I should think 

that one of the prayers which we most resonate with is that cry of a desperate father: “I 

believe, help my unbelief!”  Another translation puts it: help me where belief falls short.   

And Jesus honoured that honest prayer and helped the father and strengthened his 

faith by doing what he sought and healing the son.  We hear no more of the dispute. 

 

We are working our way through Mark’s gospel, if you remember – and you may not, 

because it is quite a while since we began this – to discover what it means to follow Jesus, 

what it means to be one of his disciples.  And so as we consider this incident, what do we 

learn?  What does it teach us in terms of our discipleship? 

When the episode is over and Jesus is on his way with the disciples again, they ask 

him about why they could not heal the boy: remember they have previously been sent out to 

do Jesus’ work and that included healings.  And Jesus tells them that this could only be done 

with prayer.  In other words, they, and we, can’t do things in our own strength.  In fact we 

can get into an awful fankle when we try.  You wonder what the disciples had been trying 

with that poor boy.  Had they been shouting commands at the “spirit” which was within him 

– which would of course have sounded like shouting at him?  We never hear of Jesus 

shouting his healings!  Had they tried laying hands on him?  Certainly, they had forgotten 

that Jesus often took people away from the crowd when he wanted to heal them.  They had 

allowed the incident to become a side-show.   

But their real mistake was to think that because it was asked of them, it was 

something they could and should do.  In fact, what they should have said was “Wait for Jesus 

to come and he will help.”  This was not the time when they had been sent out to do Jesus’ 

work.  That was then, but this is now and now it wasn’t their job.  Sometimes people ask us 

to do things that are not our job, and if we don’t know what our job is, we may try to take 

them on.  We need to know what our job, our calling, our purpose in God’s kingdom is.  We 

find it when we read Jesus final instructions to his disciples, at the beginning of the book of 

Acts. 

 

Reading: Acts 1:1-8 

 

Hymn: Sent by the Lord am I 

 

“You will be my witnesses” said Jesus.  Of course, one way that they would do this would be 

to tell the story of their life with Jesus and what they had seen and heard and learned.  But 

being Jesus’ witnesses is more than simply telling our own story – which in any case runs the 

risk of stopping being a witness to Jesus and becoming about ourselves.  Being a witness 

means that we point to Jesus.  As a disciple our job is to point to Jesus.  On all occasions we 

point to Jesus.   



We point to him when people need help.  That doesn’t mean that we don’t offer help, 

but we think of how Jesus would do it: with love, sometimes with challenge, with abundance, 

without grudging. Our job is to let our actions point to him as witnesses. 

We point to him when people are in distress.  Not in a crass “Pray and all will be 

well” kind of way.  But we come alongside them and pray for and with them and stay there 

for them.  By his Spirit within us, we bring Jesus to them. 

We bear witness to Jesus when things are going well, with thanks and giving honour 

where it is due. 

We point to Jesus when there are questions raised.  Not as a glib way out of having to 

think about difficult matters, but bringing Jesus into our thoughts and deliberations.   

We point to him in matters of church governance, and local governance and national 

governance and so on: he is the one with the power and the authority and who shows us how 

best we can order our lives together. 

The kingdom of God is only spread on earth when God’s people do their job of 

pointing to Jesus in deed and attitude and word and thought.  And when they live their life in 

prayer. 

 

Meanwhile Jesus still wants to teach his followers about his coming betrayal, death and 

resurrection.  It is really important to him that they – that we – understand how fundamental 

this is for the fulfilment of his purpose of bringing in God’s kingdom.  And the disciples did 

not, could not understand.  And they would not ask.  They were afraid to ask. They did not 

want to know about that, because it didn’t fit with what they wanted to believe.  Sometimes 

we people of faith can be a bit like these disciples, which is hardly surprising.  Sometimes 

there are things which we do not understand: things in our personal life, things in Scripture; 

events which happen in the world; things which we hope no one asks us about, because we 

are not sure what our faith says about them.  And sometimes – or is this just me? – we can 

shy away from exploring these puzzling things, trying to shut them out.  But the real answer 

is to bring them to God.  If the disciples had said that they didn’t understand, Jesus would 

have explained more fully – as he later did when, risen from death, he met the two on the 

road to Emmaus.  What we disciples need to learn if we are to be faithful and if we are to 

grow in faith, is not to hide our lack of understanding, and not to make assumptions about our 

job, but to bring all things to Jesus. 

 

We are going through Lent towards Holy Week and Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  

Walking with Jesus on the road to the cross is often how it is described, and for him that was 

no metaphor.  All these incidents were stages on the road to the cross.  This is why he sighs 

over the faithlessness of his disciples – or the father – or those who were in dispute: “You 

faithless generation, how much longer must I be among you?  How much longer must I put 

up with you?”  He knows that his time is finite.  As it is for all of us.  With this healing as 

with all the healings, Jesus is bringing in the kingdom of God one person at a time.  He is 

setting right what is wrong, one person at a time.  When he is lifted up on the cross he will be 

setting right what is wrong on a whole new scale.  We are called on to bear witness to that in 

word, deed and attitude. 

 

Hymn: Focus my eyes on you, O Lord 

 

Before we turn to prayer just a reminder that we are still meeting each Wednesday evening at 

7 p.m. for a short Zoom service of readings and prayers.  This week we will again be 

celebrating communion at this service, so if you are attending, please provide yourself with 



bread and wine or similar!  And if you would like the log in details, and don’t already have 

them, do get in touch with me. 

 

Prayer: 

Lord God, our creator and redeemer, as we bring to you the prayers of our hearts, we 

remember with gladness that you are always waiting for us to come to you, always willing to 

hear us, always ready to act in love.  We thank you for your grace, which gives us this 

incredible gift which no one could ever deserve.  We thank you for your mercy, which hears 

our prayers and responds with love and not bleak judgement.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

We pray for the coming of your kingdom, for lives to be lived by your grace and mercy, 

giving what is received from you, changing the way that we think about everything.  We pray 

for your kingdom to come in our lives, changing us.  We pray for your kingdom to come in 

our church, changing our priorities and freeing us in your service.  We pray for your kingdom 

to come in the public life of our nation and of the world, and we ask that your children would 

so live by your kingdom, that your ways and values would spread.  Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

Lord God we pray that you will help us and all who name you as Lord to do the task that 

Jesus gave us and bear witness to him, in word, in deed, in everything.  And as we do that, 

fixing our eyes on him, so may we be able to see clearly what is and is not part of our job.  

Above all may we never seek to do things in our own strength, or to gain our own glory, but 

always point to Jesus.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord God, we bring to you those who are often on our minds.  Those we know who are ill.  

Those who have Coronavirus – thanking you that numbers are decreasing – and those who 

have other illnesses and for whom treatment is more difficult in these days.  We pray for 

those who have had their lives disrupted in this past year: for our children and young people; 

for the many who have had to cease working, or radically change how they do their job.  We 

pray for those who live on our care homes, thanking you for the first weeks of indoor visits 

and the joy of reunions. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Hear all our prayers, for we ask them in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

Since our task is to bear witness to Jesus, so our final hymn is 

 

Hymn: Forth in the peace of Christ we go 

 

Benediction: 

Bearing witness to Christ, live your life for his glory. 

And the blessing of God almighty,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

be with you now and always.  Amen. 

 

Postlude:  Air from the Suite in D by Bach played by Alan Buchan on the St. Bride’s organ. 

 

 

  


