
Church Service Sunday 10th July 2022 

 

Intimations of the day 

 

KPC 

Reminder the Church is open Thursday 14th July 2022 from 10:00 until 13:00. 

Everyone welcome to pop in for coffee and cake. 

 

 

 

Call to Worship 

Help us as we gather today to know and see You in new ways, in our song and words and in 

our silence, and give us the confidence of Your presence and Your love for us. 

 

Hymn 189    Be still for the presence of the Lord 

 

Let us pray 

 

Father God, we give our thanks for our existence: we recognise that we rely on forces beyond 

our understanding. We trust what this life brings; we trust our friends; we trust our families; 

we trust life: we trust the universe. We release our past to the past: we release our future to 

the future: we accept our present: we give up our cares and fears. We acknowledge our 

complete dependence on providence and on Your guiding Spirit, relying on what we often 

do not fully understand. We have faith; we have courage. 

 

Keep us from all fear today and open our hearts to the gifts of the moment. Bind us to the 

One who holds us all in struggle and in hope. And may the promise that those who trust in 

the Lord will always find their strength renewed, echo in our hearts and minds this day and 

evermore. 

 

And now we join in the Lord’s Prayer  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

 

Amen 

 

 

First reading Amos Ch 8 v 1 to 12 

 

This is what the Sovereign Lord showed me: a basket of ripe fruit. “What do you see, Amos?” 

he asked. 



“A basket of ripe fruit,” I answered. 

Then the Lord said to me, “The time is ripe for my people Israel; I will spare them no longer. 

“In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lord, “the songs in the temple will turn to wailing. 

Many, many bodies—flung everywhere! Silence!” 

Hear this, you who trample the needy 

and do away with the poor of the land, 

Saying, 

“When will the New Moon be over 

that we may sell grain, 

and the Sabbath be ended 

that we may market wheat?”— 

skimping on the measure, 

boosting the price 

and cheating with dishonest scales, 

Buying the poor with silver 

and the needy for a pair of sandals, 

selling even the sweepings with the wheat. 

The Lord has sworn by himself, the Pride of Jacob: “I will never forget anything they have 

done. 

“Will not the land tremble for this, 

and all who live in it mourn? 

The whole land will rise like the Nile; 

it will be stirred up and then sink 

like the river of Egypt. 

“In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lord, 

“I will make the sun go down at noon 

and darken the earth in broad daylight. 

I will turn your religious festivals into mourning 

and all your singing into weeping. 

I will make all of you wear sackcloth 

and shave your heads. 

I will make that time like mourning for an only son 

and the end of it like a bitter day. 

 

“The days are coming,” declares the Sovereign Lord, 

“when I will send a famine through the land— 

not a famine of food or a thirst for water, 

but a famine of hearing the words of the Lord. 

People will stagger from sea to sea 

and wander from north to east, 

searching for the word of the Lord, 

but they will not find it. 

 

 



Hymn 286   Tell out my soul 

 

Second reading Colossians Ch 1 v 15 to 28 

 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things 

were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers 

or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is 

the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have 

the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross. 

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 

behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present 

you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— if you continue in your 

faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the 

gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of 

which I, Paul, have become a servant. 

 

Thought for the Day 

 

When I reviewed the lectionary for this Sunday, there were four scripture passages suggested 

for readings and Amos was one of them, so I was intrigued because we seldom, if ever, read 

these verses, given their disturbing content. 

 

So, I thought, give it a go! I must admit that in relation to the Bible, I far prefer the “Good 

News” of the New Testament and our reading from Colossians paints a totally more 

encouraging picture for us. 

 

The reading from Amos contains some really distressing imagery, but does not some of it, 

ring bells with the events of today, the killing of people in Ukraine at war and deaths from 

the Covid pandemic? 

 

The phrase ‘Those who wander from sea to sea’ is a reminder of refugees unable to find 

places of welcome and rising rivers reminds us of devastating floods in the likes of 

Bangladesh. 

 

Even the current cost of living crisis seems to be reflected here in the reading, as are the 

grain shortages caused by the war in Ukraine. 

So perhaps not a lot has changed with the passing of the years since the seventh century BC! 

 

We read that those who seek will not find and we are told, not of simply a material hunger 

and suffering, but a kind of spiritual drought. 

 



It might be tempting for us to despair here, as we in our lives, observe declining church 

numbers and increasing secularism as symptoms of a spiritual drought in our times, but, in 

spite of this, we must try to be positive and look for evidence of thirsting for God. 

 

There is evidence out there which for the time being in our daily lives, seems to have 

escaped us. Some churches are growing and, at the beginning of the Covid pandemic, high 

numbers of people were typing into Google, the words ‘How to pray’. There are growing 

churches out there, but not here, so we have a challenge to respond to this. 

 

On the other hand, we had an encouraging reading from Colossians. We should take 

courage from the immensity of God, the invisible and the mysterious, who guides and 

governs all that we cannot understand. The idea of the fullness of God is important and 

encouraging and, for us, a welcome antidote to the fear of the spiritual drought of Amos. 

 

The idea of nature and creation is powerful here as we are told that everything is created 

through Christ and for Christ. If we do not always think of Jesus as so powerfully connected 

with creation, reading this passage can help us to do so. 

 

There is contained in the Colossians passage a strong call to think about our role as Church, 

with Christ at the head and holding everything together, educating with wisdom and helping 

people to mature. What might this look like in our faith communities today? 

 

Paul challenged the Colossians to live their faith to the fullest. Paul encouraged them to see 

themselves as having entered a new kind of life, in which their personal character and 

community relationships would be transformed. He also stressed the watchful prayerful 

attitude the community should have as it seeks to bring the message about Jesus to others. 

 

So today we have read two very different passages. The reading from Amos maybe suggests 

to us that we live in a world today that has perhaps similar problems to past ages, while the 

reading from Colossians reminds us that we should continue in our faith, established and 

firm, and not to move from the hope held out in the gospels. Only by doing that can we 

banish the threats portrayed in Amos and create a better world for us all, a world which 

Christ himself would like us to have. 

 

Amen 

 

Hymn 132  Immortal Invisible 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Loving Lord, hear us as we bring our needs to you 

We pray for those parts of the world where there is war and unrest, for those in Ukraine, 

Afghanistan, Yemen, Palestine and so many other places where there is no peace. Hear the 

cries of the besieged and the frightened and those who have been displaced from their 



homes. Strengthen and inspire those who work for peace and encourage us to be people of 

peace ourselves and give help when we can. 

We pray for justice in our country and across the world. Encourage our leaders to be honest 

and inspired by the Spirit so as to act fairly and wisely for the common good. Encourage our 

institutions to be guided and renewed by those seeking to acknowledge your voice. 

We pray for families and, in particular for families struggling with the rising living costs of 

fuel and food, and the extra demands that school holidays bring. Help them to know your 

peace and encouragement and help us to be a community which nurtures and supports 

families of all kinds in all circumstances. 

We pray for our church in a time of uncertainty that never seems to end. This is a time when 

our church cannot just continue to drift along. We need certainty and we pray that the 

talking will cease and decisions made in order that we can move forward to a more certain 

future, to be a place of refuge, silence and peace where we can work together in confidence 

that the church has a future so that in a busy and troubled world, we can use our wisdom 

and compassion to support people in their pain and guide them to find rest at Jesus feet. 

We pray for our community and for all the businesses trying to find staff to enable them to 

serve ourselves and the visitors who come to our area to relax from the daily problems of 

their normal lives. We pray for the recently bereaved in our community and ask for your 

support for them as they face new challenges. We pray for all those we know individually 

who are ill at this time and we seek your peace for them. 

We offer all our prayers to the One who has the power to answer all our prayers. 

 

 Amen 

Hymn 188   Thou hidden love of God 

 

Benediction 

 

Loving God, we have heard of your power and might, your thirst for justice in the world and 

your desire to be close to us. As we leave church this morning, help us to take these into the 

world with us and to encounter You in our relationships and in the events of our lives.  

 

Amen 

 

Hymn 786 May the God of Peace go with us 


