
ORDER OF SERVICE SUNDAY 3rd April 2022 

 

Notices for Laggan Church 

 

Wednesday 13th April 2022 

Helping Hands are running a Daffodil Tea in Laggan Hall from 2p.m. to 4p.m. 

All Welcome 

 

Thursday 14th April 2922 

Messy Easter is happening in Newtonmore Church on Thursday 14th April 

2p.m. Contact Tom Bowker at TBowker@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

 

Prayer meetings at Newtonmore Church are being held on the - 

Friday 15th April 2022 

Friday 20th May and 

Friday 17th June 

From 11:00 until 12:00 . 

All welcome. For more details contact Angus and Joy Davidson 

Joyandangus@gmail.com or phone 07846594595 

 

Notices for Kingussie Parish Church 

Monday 4th April 2022 

 

Monday Lunch 12:30 

All welcome. 

 

Craft evening from 19:00 until 21:00 

 

Wednesday 6th April 2022 

Babies and Toddlers will not meet, Easter Holidays 

 

Thursday 7th April 2022 

Church Drop in, come and enjoy a coffee and cake 

From 10:00 until 13:00 

All welcome. 

 

 

Friday 15th April 2022 at 19:00 

Good Friday Service in KPC at 7p.m. 

 

Easter Sunday 17th April 2022 

Evening Service at Insh recommences at 18:00 

Thereafter the third Sunday of each month. 

 



Saturday 23April 2022 

Coffee Morning from 10:00 until 12:00 

All welcome. 

  

  

 Welcome to our Service this morning, in Laggan / Kingussie 

Today is the Fifth Sunday in Lent. The Faith Nurture Forum of the Church of Scotland 

would like to thank the Quakers in Britain for their thoughts on the 5th Sunday of Lent. 

 

We share a prayer from the Quaker Faith. 

 

Let us Pray 

A prayer for climate justice 

Loving God, we lament for all the poverty, 

Injustice and destruction in the world. 

Pour out your spirit on all flesh, 

And help us to become instruments of your love and justice. 

May we learn to show compassion and empathy, opening our hands to the poor and 

needy neighbour in our land. Help us to be more like Mary, dedicating our lives to the 

way of love and generosity. 

Comfort the troubled, and trouble the comfortable, 

Soften the hearts of the half-hearted, so that all people, other animals and the rest of 

creation can know healing and peace. 

Amen 

 

1st Hymn 159 Lord for the years 

 

1st Reading Psalm  126 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 

we were like those who dreamed. 

Our mouths were filled with laughter, 

our tongues with songs of joy. 

Then it was said among the nations, 

“The Lord has done great things for them.” 

The Lord has done great things for us, 

and we are filled with joy. 

 

Restore our fortunes, Lord, 

like streams in the Negev. 

Those who sow with tears 

will reap with songs of joy. 

Those who go out weeping, 

carrying seed to sow, 

will return with songs of joy, 

carrying sheaves with them. 



 

2nd Hymn 694 Brother, sister let me serve you 

 

2nd Reading John Ch 12 v 1 - 8 

 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus 

had raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honour. Martha served, while 

Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. Then Mary took about a pint of 

pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her 

hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, “Why 

wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 

He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as 

keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 

“Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for 

the day of my burial. You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always 

have me.” 

 

 THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

 

O God, who through Jesus revealed your great love for the world, help us to give 

ourselves in love and service to you and to each other, so that the world may know we 

are your disciples. 

Amen 

  

I have a copy of Tom Wright ‘s book, Finding God in the Psalms with the sub title of Sing, 

Pray, Live. I first came across Tom Wright's books when I was studying, he has been for 

several years now the Research Professor of New Testament at the University of St 

Andrew’s. 

He recommends that we read this passage in Psalm 126 in reverse order, in fact, we see 

what this idea of the earth being filled with divine glory actually means: it means on the 

one hand the glorious combination of creation being fully alive, fully itself, and on the 

other hand society being properly ordered through justice and prosperity. 

Here are the words of the Psalm as he recommends it. 

 

Long may he live! May gold of Sheba be given to him. 

May prayer be made for him continually, and blessings invoked for him all day long. 

May there be abundance of grain in the land; may it wave on the tops of the mountains; 

may its fruit be like Lebanon; and may people blossom in the cities like the grass of the 

field. May his name endure for ever, his name continues long as the sun. May all nations 

be blessed in him happy. Blessed be YHWH, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous 

things. 

Amen. 

 

It does make you think about the words in a different way. 



So now we travel to Bethany, in our reading from John’s Gospel, John reminds us that it 

is only six days to the Passover, the time of sacrificing the sacrificial lamb. All male Jews 

who lived near enough were expected to go to Jerusalem for the Passover. Because the 

city was so crowded, Bethany counted as part of the outer limits of Jerusalem and a 

place that could accommodate pilgrims. Jesus had been condemned by Caiaphas and 

‘outlawed' by the Pharisees. Jesus was not put off and went towards Jerusalem at great 

risk to his life. He stayed at the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead, and 

Lazarus sat at the table with him. 

Martha loved Jesus and served him as best she knew how by looking after his need for 

food and comfort. People like Martha made the ministry of Jesus possible. 

 

Mary was an impetuous person and not afraid of showing that she loved Jesus. She came 

into the room and gave him the most precious thing she had – a pound of costly 

perfumed oil. She poured this perfume over the feet of Jesus. She did not presume she 

could anoint his head with oil (as In Psalm 23 verse 5 – You prepare a table before me in 

the presence of my enemies: You anoint my head with oil: My cup runs over. She did the 

unusual act of anointing his feet. 

 

As Messiah, or Christ, means the Anointed One, Mary's act has special significance. It is 

the act of love and in love nothing is too costly to give to the beloved. Mary then 

scandalises some by wiping the feet of Jesus with her loose hair. (In Palestine no self-

respecting woman would appear in public with her hair loose; this was a sign of a loose 

woman.) 

Jesus accepts this attention as a sign not only of her love but also a preparation for his 

burial. He is in no doubt that his time is now limited. Love makes it possible to face the 

task ahead. Pain can be borne as long as we know we are not totally on our own. The 

extravagance of love enriches giver and receiver. 

When we are told the house was filled with fragrance, it is a little detail that must be 

obvious. Perhaps John wanted us to realise that the whole Church would be filled with 

the memory of this act. 

 

Judas then costs Mary's act of love. You can never do that – love cannot be measured by 

money. Judas was annoyed that the perfume had not been sold and the money put into 

the common purse, as it is thought that Judas was using money from the common purse 

for his own gain. 

 

There is an Illustration made by a nurse in a hospital in our time. 

 

A nurse in hospital described how humans have a capacity for accepting what is 

happening to them and for enduring pain as long as they have loved ones about them. 

When many were beginning to go against Jesus  - including Judas – it is good to see the 

expression of love and affection that is shown to him from the whole household at 

Bethany. 

 

Amen 



 

3rd Hymn 392 When I survey the wondrous cross  

 

KPC Anthem Proclaim the Story 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for you love us with an everlasting love; you never leave 

us or forsake us. 

Recognising the light of your power within every living thing. We open ourselves to ypu 

thanking you for the beauty and love woven into our lives. 

It is all too easy to look away, to not see: The connections that bind us together, the 

devastation that humanity is wreaking the suffering of living creatures. 

It is all too easy to look away to refuse to acknowledge: that we benefit from imbalances 

of power. That little choices can contribute to great harm. That not calling our leaders to 

account makes us culpable. 

We call on you to grant us the ability to see with clear eyes. To know the truth, to feel 

the truth. Please grant us the ability to call for justice, even when it may take from us 

some measure of our own comfort. 

Please grant us the ability to recognise every person in this world as a member of our 

family. Please grant us the strength to hear your call to act to protect this precious planet 

full of divine glory. 

God, who dwells within us, let thy light shine over all the world, that we may have peace 

and freedom. Help us to do no hurt or harm, but help us forgive those who harm us. 

Help us to divide the world's goods harmoniously and with equality, and leave the world 

in all its harmonious beautiful bounty. 

We pray for Ukraine and all its Citizens who are still within its boundaries, may they find 

safety through the agencies who are helping them. 

Lord in Your mercy hear our prayer. 

 

Amen 

 

Our closing Hymn this morning is Hymn 512 To God be the glory 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Be bold to share the life of Christ and show his love. 

And the blessing of  God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you 

and abide with you always 

 

 

KPC 

Hymn 786 May the God of peace go with us 

 

Amen 


