
 

Church notices 

 

Kingussie Parish Church :- 

 

Babies and Toddlers recommence 17th August 2022 from 09:00. We are looking forward 

to welcoming you back and hopefully some new faces too. 

 

Continue with their open days each Thursday. Everyone is welcome to call in for coffee 

and cake from 10:00 until 13:00 

 

PRAYER MEETING will be held on Friday 19th August at Kingussie, 11am-12noon. 

All welcome. If you wish to join and this day/time not suitable, please let the Rev Mary 

Ellen Thomson know. 

 

Thursday 25th August 2022 Organ Recital at 7pm 

Entry by donation 

Recitalist Mr Henry Wallace, Organist and Choirmaster at Greyfriars Kirk, Edinburgh. 

 

Newtonmore Church and Laggan:- 

 

Loch Laggan Beach, community picnic 14th August 2022 

BBQ from 13:00 

Games 14:00 15:00 

Donations welcome on the day 

Everyone is welcome. 

Plenty of parking spaces 

 

Newtonmore 

Tuesday 23 August 2022 concert ….Christina Lawrie (piano) and her husband Marcus ( 

violin) who is leader of the second violins in the SCO are playing a programe of classical 

music. 

 

PRAYER MEETINGS will be held on 

 

16th September at Laggan and 

 

21st October at Newtonmore, 

 

11am-12noon. All welcome. If you wish to join and these days/times are not suitable, 

please let the Minister know. 

 

 

Call to worship 

 



The Church of Scotland has given a designation of this Sunday as an opportunity to 

stand alongside with our partners in the Korean Peninsula. 

We are called to know our place in the cloud of witnesses. We are called to run with 

perseverance the race that is set before us. We are called to worship as those who put 

their trust in Jesus. 

 

 

1st Hymn 252 As a fire is meant for burning 

 

1st Reading Hebrews Ch 11 v 29 - Ch 12 v 1 - 2 

 

And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children 

because she considered him faithful who had made the promise. And so from this one 

man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and 

as countless as the sand on the seashore. 

All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things 

promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they 

were foreigners and strangers on earth. People who say such things show that they are 

looking for a country of their own. If they had been thinking of the country they had left, 

they would have had opportunity to return. Instead, they were longing for a better 

country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he 

has prepared a city for them. 

By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had 

embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even though God 

had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 19Abraham 

reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did 

receive Isaac back from death. 

By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 

By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he 

leaned on the top of his staff. 

By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from 

Egypt and gave instructions concerning the burial of his bones. 

By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he 

was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 

By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s 

daughter. He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy 

the fleeting pleasures of sin. He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater 

value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. By faith 

he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is 

invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and the application of blood, so that the destroyer 

of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians 

tried to do so, they were drowned. 

By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the army had marched around them for seven days. 



By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those 

who were disobedient. 

And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and 

Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered 

kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of 

lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose 

weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign 

armies. Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who 

were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better 

resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They 

were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. 

They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 

the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in 

caves and in holes in the ground. 

These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been 

promised, since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us 

would they be made perfect. 

 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 

everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 

perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing 

our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 

God. 

 

 

2nd Hymn 537 We do not hope to ease our minds 

 

2nd Reading Luke Ch 12 v 49 - 56                                         

 

 

“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! But I have 

a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! Do you think 

I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. From now on there will be 

five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two against three. 

They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter 

and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-

law against mother-in-law.” 

 

Interpreting the Times 

He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, ‘It’s 

going to rain,’ and it does. And when the south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be 

hot,’ and it is. Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and 

the sky. How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time? 

 



 

 

Prayer of adoration and confession  

 

Gracious God, we know You to be generous and full of compassion but in our anxiety we 

have stumbled and lost our way. Called to be a voice for the voiceless we have been 

silent. Challenged to fight for justice we have turned away. Co-opted to the work of 

breaking down barriers we have been quick to judge and slow to welcome. Forgive all 

the moments when we have neglected to seek out Your will and to follow it. Grant us the 

courage to be Your faithful people that Your compassion may flow through us to heal a 

broken world. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

 

Amen 

 

THOUGHT FOR TODAY 

 

Picture a large crowd of people in some great amphitheatre or football stadium. Every 

seat is taken so that the crowd can watch what is going on. Look closely and you will see 

the saints, men and women who have given their lives in the service of God. There are 

Holy people who dedicated themselves to prayer. There are martyrs who died for the 

faith, crowds of men and women who proclaimed the gospel and witnessed to the 

power of God. All are watching the arena and the race that is taking place. 

 

It is an important race, for much of what they lived and died for is at stake. The one 

sitting at the end of the track is the King. He also watches, for his kingdom is in some 

ways dependent on these runners. If the runners do not give themselves and dedicate 

themselves to the race, then the kingdom could be lost to the earth. The spectators 

know that if the runners do not win, much of what they have laboured for will have been 

in vain. This is a terribly important race. 

 

Now look at the runners. You should recognise them for you are among them. It is we 

who are in the arena: we are fighting to win. It is the battle for our eternal soul, and 

more: it is the only way the kingdom can be established on earth. The saints depend on 

us for their work not to be lost. We are called to witness and to proclaim the gospel. 

Christ and the saints rely on you: ‘They would not, apart from us , be made perfect.’ 

 

We need to realise that the battle for the world and to win it for God goes on, and it is 

now our turn. The good advice from Hebrews is to ‘look to Jesus' who has already won 



the battle. In him, though we lose round after round, victories assured as he has 

triumphed over evil. 

 

Illustration 

 

There were two brothers. Both were runners. One was very good and won most races 

when he was small. He always used to beat his brother. Because he could run well, he 

decided he did not need to train. It was more fun playing computer games and going 

out with his friends. He thought that practising was a waste of time. The other brother 

knew that he that he had to improve his style. He practised often. He practised sprinting 

and long-distance running. He did exercises to increase his breathing powers and his 

physical ability. He was seen on the tracks most nights.  His brother said he was wasting 

his time. By the time they were in their teens, the brother who had been the best now 

lagged far behind. He was paying the price for not practising and keeping his eyes on 

what he could do. 

 

His brother was now winning competitions and all sort of prizes. If asked how he became 

a better runner, he said, ‘By a lot of practice and by being willing to dedicate myself to 

the job. 

 

3rd Hymn 685 For everyone born a place at the table. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Let us Pray 

 

God of the ages, You have walked with Your people from the moment that first we 

walked on earth. You heard our cry when we were oppressed, You gave us strength and 

courage when doubt and despair threatened. 

The earth has been divided and brought to destruction by human fear, greed and the 

lust for power. 

We, your people, turn to You, knowing that only in You can we flourish and grow. 

Where division has given rise to distrust, build bridges of understanding. Where greed 

pollutes and threatens life, open hearts to share and build in partnership. 

God of the present moment, Your love does not stop at borders. Your grace is freely 

given to those who are willing to hear and trust. 

 

The people of Korea have lived too long divided and fearful for the future. Grant them 

the courage to believe that their cry has been heard. Where nuclear weapons have been 

used to threaten and keep apart, turn swords into ploughshares that people North and 

South may be fed and prosper. 

 

God of all that is to be, with people across the world we pray for the end of war and the 

dawn of a new age. 

 



We will work together with partners across the world until division is overcome and 

hostility ended. We will walk together with You, our God into a future where the whole 

created Order lives in harmony. 

 

God of all ages, God of the present, God of all that is to be, alone we may stumble but 

together we pray, 

Your Kingdom come. 

 

Amen 

 

4th Hymn 707 Healing river of the Spirit 

 

 BENEDICTION 

 

Lord God, 

 

Fill our minds with Your wisdom, Fill our hearts with Your love and guide our words and 

actions that we might become the living presence of Your peace. 

Bless our homeland, that we might witness to Your transforming universal call to justice, 

and inspire all that we do in and with Your whole human family to protect and nurture all 

of Your creation. 

 

Amen 
 


