
ORDER OF SERVICE SUNDAY 20th  February 2022 

  

Welcome to our Service this morning, in Newtonmore.   

 

Let us Pray 

 

Our call to worship for this morning 

 

Come before the God of love. Come as you are, no pretence, no judgement, come with your 

thoughts and your feelings, in the highs and lows of life, come with your successes and 

failures, come knowing that you are loved unconditionally. 

Come before the Lord your God, in the quiet spaces and the busy places, in worship, praise 

and thanksgiving, for all we have and all we are, is a gift from God. 

We join together saying 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

Amen. 

 

1st Hymn 189 Be still for the presence of the Lord 

 

1st Reading Genesis 45: 3-11, 15 

 

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not 

able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am 

your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! And now, do not be distressed and do not 

be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me 

ahead of you. For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years 

there will be no plowing and reaping. But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a 

remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 

So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his 

entire household and ruler of all Egypt. Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is 

what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t 

delay. You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and 

grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you have. I will provide for you there, because 

five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong 

to you will become destitute.’ 

 

And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked with him. 

 

2nd Hymn 513 Courage brother, do not stumble 

 

 

2nd Reading Luke 6: 27-38 

 

But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 

those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone slaps you on one cheek, 



turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 

Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it 

back. Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love 

them. And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even 

sinners do that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is 

that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. But love your 

enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then 

your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to 

the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

Judging Others 

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 

Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure 

you use, it will be measured to you.” 

 

  

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

 

The theme of the readings for this Sunday are relationships and forgiveness. In Genesis we 

see the relationship breakdown in families, and in our times we may say nothing new there. 

The brothers appear to be a bit disheartened that Joseph is alive, as they will have to ‘face up’ 

to what they actually did, but on the other hand we see Joseph offering forgiveness and 

acceptance of the wrong done and the hurt caused to him. 

Relationships are fickle things especially between siblings, we all know families who have 

fallen out about something and not spoken for years and years, if you were to ask what the 

cause of the fall-out was, no-one can remember! But holding onto the grudge is very 

important, so is that family feud?. Joseph does not do this he see the path God wants him to 

take, he understands his role in it and offers his forgiveness and embraces his long lost family 

again. 

I am sure some of us will have been to see Joseph and his technicolour dream coat. Much is 

said about reconciliation, but many often want to avoid the truth – facing and dealing with the 

past. There may be no healing, no moving forward until the wounds of the past and their 

effect on the present and the future are openly, honestly, and truthfully addressed. 

Reconciliation involves action, not just words. Joseph played his part by taking Care of his 

family. The brothers admitted they had mistreated Joseph. The family honoured Joseph's 

request that all his family including their father Jacob, came to live in Egypt. Forgiveness and 

reconciliation and healing can be seen in the life of Joseph. 

The reading from Luke's Gospel advises us to concentrate on Loving Your Enemies, if we 

pause to think of the people of Ukraine as we know that once more from the news channels 

that the tanks are returning to their borders. 

The kingdom that Jesus preached and lived was all about a glorious, uproarious, absurd 

generosity. Think of the best thing you can do for someone in your community lavish 

generosity on them whom you do not know that well. These instructions has a fresh, 

springtime quality. They are all about new life bursting out energetically, like flowers 

growing through concrete and startling everyone with their colour and vigour. 

But are they possible? Well yes and no. Jesus' point was not to provide his followers with a 

new rule-book, a list of dos and don'ts that you could tick off one by one, and sit  back 

satisfied at the end of a moral day. The point was to illustrate, an attitude of heart, a lightness 

of spirit in the face of all the world can throw at us all. And at the centre of it is the thing that 



motivates and gives colour to the whole: we are to be like this because that's what God is like. 

God is generous to all people he provides good things for all to enjoy, the undeserving as well 

as the deserving. God is astonishingly merciful, how can we, his forgiven children, be any 

less? Only when people discover that this is the sort of God they are dealing with will they 

have any chance of making this way of life their own. 

This God is different. If you lived in a society where everyone believed in this God, there 

would be no violence, there would be no revenge, there wouldn't be any divisions of class or 

caste. Property and possessions wouldn't be nearly as important as making sure your 

neighbour was all right. 

I know that within our congregations we all strive to help one another where we can and we 

look out for one another as days go by. We all live in communities where it is important that 

we care for one another. 

 

Amen 

 

3rd Hymn 722 Spirit of God, come dwell within me   

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Loving God, You have called us to be a living community. 

A people bound together as the body of Christ, 

And a family United in love. 

Yet Lord, in our broken world so many are suffering, so many are hurting. 

Hear our prayers Lord 

For those whose lives are ruled by hate and vengeance, rather than love and justice. 

For those whose homes are not places of love or safety, but places or fear and violence. For 

those who have no home to speak of and have become invisible on our streets. 

For those who are stigmatised because of status, ill-health, ethnicity, religion. 

Lord You asked us to love our neighbours, all of them, not just the ones we choose. 

Enable us and equip us to carry your command and to make a positive difference in the lives 

of those who are neighbours and are struggling. 

For all those in our congregations and communities who are ill at home or in hospital – bring 

your healing hands upon them. For all who are waiting for treatment, results or appointments 

due to the impact of Covid-19 and our overwhelmed health service. For anxious relatives and 

carers who are exhausted and there is no rest, and no end in sight while the much-needed care 

packages are few and far between. Lord equip us, your servants and disciples, to assist them 

in their time of need. Enable us to be beacons of light in another dark day. For we can all 

make a positive difference in Jesus's name and for his sake. 

 

Amen 

  

Our closing Hymn this morning is 

Hymn 692 Jesus puts this song into our hearts 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Go now and share God's love with all you meet. 

Go now and share the joy of Jesus 

Go now and share the inspiring breeze of the spirit 

Go in peace assured of God's love 


